Dear First Grade Families and Friends,

It’s hard to believe another
month has gone by already! In reading,
we are working on building our reading
stamina and practicing good strategies
for figuring out tricky words. We are
sorting words into their appropriate
word families, as well as quick
recognition of sight words, in order to
improve our reading fluency and
accuracy. The students are buddy
reading with a partner and asking each
other comprehension questions.

Our class is really enjoying
planning, sketching, and writing their
own stories during Writer’s Workshop
each day. We learned that “when you
think you’re done, you’ve only just
begun,” so when in the revising stage of
writing, we use our sketches to add
detail to our stories.

In math, we are working on
solving addition and subtraction
problems using many different
strategies. We are drawing math
pictures and using learning tools, such
as ten frames and number lines. The
students have enjoyed using Xtra Math
to enhance their math fact fluency.
They may use Xtra Math at home, too!

During Social Thinking and
Collaboration Station, we are learning
how to make a “Group Plan”, and
strategies to calm ourselves when we
feel upset or super excited.

Stay warm this season, and please
don’t hesitate to contact me for any
reason! ~Ms. Kantrow
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Student of the Month:

Harsh
Grow Awards: — —
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Great choices: Mya

Reach for your best: Caden M.

Open to learning: Cristabell

We support each other: Keyon
Awesome job! ©

Supporting your First Grade Mathematicians:

Adults can help develop math skills no matter what
their child’s age by exploring the math in the world
around them. Give your mathematician plenty of
opportunities to count, measure, collect, organize, and
practice number operations.

--Plan a meal you’d like to cook together, then make a
shopping list for items that fit your budget.

-8If you bring some vegetables home from the store,
have your child count them, counting on from the
number of vegetables you already have.

-®-Read weather charts, movie schedules, and other
common numerical information you find in the news.

-8-Please provide your student with ONLY one,
I’) healthy, neat, nut-free snack each day.
-8-All first graders should be reading for at least
20 minutes each night. They should be
discussing and/or writing about the book after
they read it. If you need me to send your child
home with some books, please let me know!
-8-You will be receiving a pink paper with
directions for logging into our online Envisions
math program. Please have your child use this
program, as well as Lexia, as often as possible.
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