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The safety of our children can never be overempha-
sized, whether it be at home, at school or in between.  
We have already sent a letter home reminding our 
Robertson School Community of general safety pre-
cautions that should be reviewed at home with every 
student.  Because we are living during times when we 
must pay close attention to specific safety precautions, 
it is certainly worth our while to repeat this.   

 

“Stranger Danger” is a concern that is raised every 
year.  It is important that school personnel and parents 
and guardians review the necessary safety precautions 
to be used when encountering strangers.  Please re-
mind your child to NEVER enter the vehicle of 
stranger.  In fact, students walking to and from school 
or their respective buses should avoid any and all con-
tact with strangers.  It is critical to bring matters of 
this nature to the attention of 
the school principal and the 
police as soon as possible.  
Parent(s) or guardian(s) 
should call the school at 
(860) 647-3372 and the Man-
chester Police Department at (860) 645-5500. 

 

In addition, other safety issues that should be re-
viewed with children include: 

 

 look both ways before crossing streets; 

 use designated crosswalks in the streets;  

 walk with a buddy; 

 do not speak to or with strangers; 

 never get into strange vehicles;  

 obey traffic signals, extending courtesy and re-
spect to local merchants; 

 remember that just because you see the car, the 
car may not see you; 

 use safety precautions regarding bicycles, scoot-
ers, and skateboards; 

 

We appreciate all of your help and 
support in reviewing these important 
safety precautions with your child and 
look forward to another successful and safe school 
year together. 

 
ROBERTSON WEB SITE 

Be sure to check out the Robertson School Web Site!  
You can access this site at: 

publicschools.manchester.gov 
Then click on the Schools tab, find Robertson and 
click.  It is a user-friendly site filled with helpful 
school information that includes curriculum outlines, 
an events calendar, PTA news, photos and much 
more.  We are continuously updating this site and 
including more and more useful and interesting in-
formation.   
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Message From the Principal’s Desk, Cont’d 

Another one of Robertson School’s Spirit Day (Wacky-Tacky Day!) 
was held on Monday, September 26, 2016.  Most of our teachers 
joined in the wackiness!   Below is a picture of many of our staff 
members and their wacky-tacky attire.  Our next School Spirit Day 
will be Wednesday, October 12th… Twin Day!   

Wacky: 

adjective, wackier, wackiest. Slang. 
 
1.  odd or irrational; crazy. 

Tacky: 
adjective, tackier, tackiest. 
 
1.  not tasteful or fashionable; dowdy. 
2.  shabby in appearance; shoddy:  a tacky, jerry-
built housing development. 
3.  crass; cheaply vulgar; tasteless; crude. 
4.  gaudy; flashy; showy. 

Definitions from www.dictionary.com 
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Message From the Principal’s Desk, Cont’d. 

PARENT/STUDENT HANDBOOK 
Our complete Parent/Student Handbook is now avail-
able to you electronically on our Robertson Website.  
To access our website, please go to: 

publicschools.manchesterct.gov.   

Then click on the Schools tab, find Robertson and 
click.  The handbook is the same for all 9 elementary 
schools in Manchester.     

 

In addition to our Parent/Student Handbook, there 
will be a Robertson Supplement with information 
specific to Robertson School.  Our website contains 
lots of other information that will be helpful to you 
throughout the school year.  We hope you will visit it 
often. 

 

If you do not have access to our website at home, we 
will be happy to provide you with a hard copy of the 
handbook upon request. 

 

EARLY DISMISSAL FROM CLASS 
While we discourage early dismissal of students from 
class because of the instructional time they lose, we 
realize that there are times when this is unavoidable, 
such as a doctor appointment.   

 

If you plan to pick your child up before the school 
day is over we ask that you send a note to your 
child’s teacher.  In the note please state the reason 
your child needs to leave school before the end of the 
day and what time you will come in to pick them up.  

 

BELL SCHEDULE 
Our school day starts at 9:05 a.m. and ends at 3:25 
p.m.  The first bell rings at 8:55.  At that time, 
students may walk to their classrooms.  The 
late bell rings at 9:05 at which time the school 
day begins.  If students arrive after 9:05 they 
are considered tardy and parents need to sign them in 
to school in the office.  Students will be issued a late 
pass before going to their classroom. 

 

Please be aware that there is no supervision at school 
before 8:45.  Students are not allowed in the building 

before this time unless they will be eating breakfast.  
Walkers should plan to arrive at 8:55. 

 

PARKING LOT SAFETY 
Please use extreme caution when driving a vehicle 
through the school parking lots and on the streets 
nearby.   

 

In the morning before school and at 
dismissal time there are many peo-
ple, both students and adults, walk-
ing along the sidewalks and IN the 
parking lots.  Be sure to obey the 
posted signs.  Those spaces marked 
for handicapped parking, in both the back parking 
lot and the front, are only for vehicles displaying a 
state handicapped tag.    Violation of any of the 
parking lot regulations can result in a costly fine 
from the Manchester Police Department.   

 

The police will focus their attention on school park-
ing lots and the streets surrounding the schools this 
fall, to insure student safety. Unfortunately, some 
vehicles were ticketed last year for violations. 

 

The parking lot regulations are designed to keep 
our children safe.  Please keep this in mind at all 
times. 

 

BUCKLAND ALLEY 
Access to Robertson through the use of Buckland 
Alley is prohibited.  Only authorized vehicles such 
as maintenance or trash haulers may use this access 
to the school.  This is not a safe location to pick up 
or drop off students.  When driving on the streets 
surrounding the school or in our parking lots, please 
think Student Safety First.      

 

HOMEWORK 
As we get back into the full swing of school and 
you can expect your child to come home with 
homework on a regular basis.  The Board of Educa-

tion Homework Policy gives details about 

(Continued on page 4) 
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Title IX Notice 
Title IX is a federal law which states: “No person in the Unit-
ed States shall on the basis of sex be excluded from partici-
pation in, be denied the benefits of, or be subjected to dis-
crimination under any educational program or activity re-
ceiving federal assistance.”  Manchester’s Title IX coordina-
tor is: 
 

Terri Smith 
Manchester Public Schools 

45 North School Street 
Manchester, CT 06042 
Phone:  860-647-3595 

Fax:  860-647-3327 
 

The Title IX coordinator is responsible for monitoring the 
over-all implementation of Title IX for the school district and 
coordinating the institution’s compliance with Title IX pre-
vention of sexual harassment and discrimination. 

MANCHESTER PUBLIC SCHOOLS  
NON-DISCRIMINATION NOTICE  

 
Manchester Public Schools does not discriminate in any 
employment practice, education program, or educational 
activity on the basis of race, color, religious creed, sex, 
age, national origin, ancestry, marital status, sexual orien-
tation, gender identity or expression, disability (including, 
but not limited to, intellectual disability, past or present 
history of mental disorder, physical disability or learning 
disability), genetic information, or any other basis prohibit-
ed by Connecticut state and/or federal nondiscrimination 
laws. Manchester Public Schools does not unlawfully dis-
criminate in employment and licensing against qualified 
persons with a prior criminal conviction. Manchester Pub-
lic Schools is committed to a policy of equal opportuni-
ty/affirmative action for all qualified persons and equal 
access to Boy Scouts of America and other designated 
youth groups. Inquiries regarding Manchester Public 
Schools non-discrimination policies and practices should 
be directed to:  

 
Terri Smith,  

Human Resources Specialist/Title IX Coordinator  
Manchester Public Schools  

45 North School Street  
Manchester, CT 06042  

860-647-3595 
 Or 

 Linda Hodgkins,  
Coordinator of School Health Services  

Section 504 Co-Coordinator  
Manchester Public Schools  

45 North School Street  
Manchester, CT 06042  

860-647-3324  

Message From the Principal’s Desk, Cont’d. 

homework expectations at each grade level. 

 

Please help your child do their best on their home-
work.  You can do this easily by: 

 

 asking them if they have homework and also ask-
ing what it is each day; 

 providing them with a quiet, well lit place to 
work, away from the TV and music; 

 being sure they have the supplies they need; 

 being available in case they ask for help;   

 not doing their work for them; 

 having them do their homework during the same 
time frame each day; 

 having them show you their work when they are 
done. 

 

TELEPHONE POLICY 
Students may use the school telephone 
for “emergency purposes.”  An example 
of an “emergency” would be if a child 
leaves their glasses at home and needs 
them to do their schoolwork.     

 

The use of cell phones, or other electronic devices, by 
students during the school day is prohibited.    

 

HEALTHY SNACKS AND DRINKS 
What your child eats and drinks does have an effect 
on how well they learn at school.  Some ideas for 
healthy snacks include baby carrots (or other vegeta-

bles – plain or with dressing for dipping), 
cheese and crackers, plain popcorn (no but-
ter or artificial toppings), apples, oranges or 
other varieties of fresh fruit, 100% fruit 
juice (no sugar added), frozen pops made of 

100% fruit juice (no sugar added) or pretzels.   

 

Peanut butter was intentionally not included in the list 

(Continued from page 3) 

(Continued on page 5) 
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 Message From the Principal’s Desk, Cont’d. 

above due to safety concerns for our students that 
have peanut allergies.  

 

It is also important to note here that the Board of Ed-
ucation policy on Wellness, Section III, paragraph E, 
item 6, states, “Classroom birthday celebrations will 
be food and snack free.”  Any questions or concerns 
about the wellness policy are certainly welcome.   

 

LOST OR STOLEN ITEMS 
It is the students’ and parents’ responsibility to be 
sure that items that have a significant monetary or 
personal value are not brought to school.  The school 
is not responsible for items that are brought to school 
and are misplaced, broken or disappear.      

 

SECURITY SYSTEM 
This is a reminder that as a security measure, all ex-
terior and interior doors at Robertson School, includ-
ing our front doors, remain locked throughout the 
school day.  Anyone needing to enter the building to 
conduct school business will need to ring the door-
bell by the front door of the school.   

 

A security camera is mounted there that will allow 
office personnel to identify the person who would 
like to enter.  If the person is not recognizable on 
camera, they may be asked to hold up a picture ID to 
confirm their identification.  Once the identity and 
the nature of their business of any individual wishing 
to enter the school has been established, the front 
door will be electronically unlocked.   

 

All visitors to the school must report to the office 
to sign in and receive a visitor’s badge.    

 

This “buzz-in” security system is part of the compre-
hensive safety plan for all of Manchester’s public 
schools.  While there is no imminent danger or secu-
rity concern, we believe that it is important that we 
all feel comfortable with the physical security of the 
school and its occupants.  

 

 

(Continued from page 4)  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
DROP-OFF AND PICK-UP  

OF STUDENTS 
Please be sure to use the back parking lot when 
dropping a student off before school or picking 

them up after school.  The front parking 
lot is not to be used for the drop-off 
or pick-up of students.  If you are running 
late in the morning (after 9:05) you may park in the 
front lot and walk your student into the school of-
fice to sign them in.  If you arrive late in the after-
noon (after 3:40) you may park in the front lot and 
come into the school office to sign your student out.   

 

The back parking lot is supervised by school staff 
from 8:35 – 9:05 every morning and from 3:25 – 
3:40 every afternoon.  The back doors are locked 
until 8:35 and after 9:05 so please do not drop a 
student off outside of that time frame.    
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The acronym STEM 
stands for Science, Tech-
nology, Engineering and 
Math. You can find out 
more about this on the 

STEM link on the Robertson School website.  
 
In every grade, we began the year by reviewing 
safety rules. The nature of our student-directed 
learning makes it very important to know and 
follow these rules. Here’s what each grade is 
up to...  
  
Kindergarten 
Kindergarteners have been learning what it 
means to be a scientist. Our first unit is about 
senses, so students have learned that scien-
tists use all of their senses except taste. We 
never taste anything in the lab for safety rea-
sons. We focused on objects from nature as we 
described them in detail. Scientists often com-
municate their ideas through diagrams 
(pictures) and our kindergarten scientists are 
no exception, as students are learning to draw 
what we observe. 
 
First Grade 
Students in first grade began the year review-
ing how to make and record observations. We 
are learning to separate inferences and imagi-
nation from what we actually notice with our 
senses. As we do so, our diagrams and notes 
are becoming more clear, more realistic and 
more detailed. A big focus for this year will be 
to learn how to use those observations to de-
velop questions that we can investigate in 
STEM lab. 
 
Second Grade 
Second grade students re-
member so much from last 
year!  We began the year 
by reviewing how scientists communicate infor-
mation through detailed written notes and dia-
grams. We also are learning how engineers 
work in teams to solve problems. For example, 
we worked together, using simple materials, to 

STEM News: Mrs. Gardner & Ms. Masison 

“Save Sam” by brainstorming solutions and working 
together to apply them. Ask your student how they 
saved Sam! 
 
Third Grade 
Third grade scientists began the year with a dancing 
raisin experiment! Then we worked on our first engi-
neering challenge where groups built a tower to hold 
a special creature in our class. We used the Engineer-
ing Design Process to improve our designs until we 
made a tower that fit our goals. Following this engi-
neering challenge, we will begin our first unit on Ad-
aptations and we will study the special parts of ani-
mals and plants that help them to survive. Ask your 
child about making raisins dance, who is Harry?, and 
writing a math sentence about their age. 
 
Fourth Grade 
Fourth Grade scientists were ready to go and pick up 
their STEM techniques from last year. Last month stu-
dents worked in teams of 3-4 and used the Engineer-
ing Design Process to design and build a tower made 
only of straws that held an everyday classroom ob-
ject. After this challenge, we will begin our first unit 
on Ecosystems. Ask your child about making pepper 
dance, what their straw tower needs to hold, and writ-
ing a math sentence about their birthday.  
 
Fifth Grade 
Fifth grade scientists began the year with a swirl of 
food coloring and dish soap to get their minds think-
ing about STEM in their everyday lives. Following this 
experiment, students in groups of 3-4 designed and 
built a small scale zip line. Each group used the Engi-
neering Design Process to improve their design until 
it worked smoothly. As we finish our zip lines, we will 
begin our first unit on the Earth, Moon and Sun. Ask 
your child what happens when you add soap and 
food coloring and about what their mini zip line car-
ries and how they designed it.  
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Kindergarten: Mrs. O’Coin, Mrs. Clare, Ms. Smith & Ms. Rubino 

Open House 
Our open house curriculum night took place on 
September 15th.  Our Kindergarten team enjoyed 
meeting so many families.  We hope you had fun 
with the scavenger hunt and were able to see the 
rest of the school.   
 
If you were unable to attend, items placed at your 
child’s seat were sent home. 
 
There were also sign-ups for the home visit pro-
gram.  More information will be sent home.  If you 
have any questions, please email your child’s teach-
er. 
 

Math 

To begin the new school year, our activities have a 
very strong connection to the theme 
of getting to know one another.  
Students have been singing songs, 
using Big Books, and exploring 
hands- on resources such as the 
Jumbo Cube and making graphs. Daily the students 
discuss and record data about the calendar, days of 
the week, and weather.   We also have begun our 
first Math Unit focusing on “Counting to Ten.”  
Children have been learning to form numbers 0-10 
correctly, as well as counting objects to 10. 

Each and every day the students have become more 
and more proficient at writing their names.  But 
practice makes perfect! If you can, please set aside 
about five minutes a day and have your child prac-
tice writing his or her name.  If they can already 
write their first and last name, then practice writing 
their name in lowercase letters.  Your involvement 
is truly appreciated!  
 

Language Arts 
The Kindergarten students are continuing to work 
on their “All About Me” theme.  
We are learning about feelings, 
parts of the face, and how we 
are alike and different.  Thank 
you for sharing your “All About 
Me” posters.  The students enjoy hearing about 
each other’s families and interests.  If your child is 

still working on the All About Me Poster, please send it 
in by the first week of October.   
 
The students will be exploring books through shared 
reading and discovering many new centers.  Our shared 
reading using enlarged texts will include discussions 
before, during, and after the reading.  This strategy will 
create a high degree of interaction as we encourage stu-
dents to voice opinions and exchange ideas about the 
text.  The Shared Reading Experience will also provide 
many insights into student’s reading development such 
as, vocabulary development, letter-sound knowledge, 
comprehension, and knowledge about text structure. 
 

REMINDERS 
 Tissues are welcome and are voluntary! 
 Please empty your child’s backpack and home/

school folder daily. 
 Please send in a healthy snack daily 
 Towels/Blankets for rest can be returned on Mon-

day. 
 Extra set of clothes 
 ½ day on October 19th 
 No School October 10th 
 Picture day is on October 14th 
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First Grade:  Mrs. Dalton, Mrs. Beauregard, 
Ms. Torres, Mrs. Polochanin 

First graders are off to a great start!  We are quickly 
adjusting to our new schedule and making new friends.  
We are building a community of learners and will be 
working cooperatively at our learning centers.    

  

We launched our Readers/Writers Workshops, and for 
the past few weeks we have been learning to get to 
know ourselves and our classmates as readers and writ-
ers.  We also have been learning the routines of work-
shop that will happen every day in our classroom.  We 
are practicing “turning and talking” and sharing things 
that are close to our hearts, and learning new vocabu-
lary words. 

  

In Math Workshop we’re learning ex-
pected behaviors and routines for mini-
lessons, centers and independent work.  
We are also reviewing writing numbers 
and math vocabulary. 

   

Social Thinking helps children think about social ex-
pectations in school, home and community.  It encour-
ages children to think about how they interact with oth-
ers, in order to regulate their behavior to keep others 
having good thoughts and feelings about them.   

 

We began learning about “Whole 
Body Listening.”   Whole Body 
listening is more than just hear-
ing with the ears.  It includes lis-
tening with the eyes, ears, mouth, 
hands, feet, body, brain and 
heart.   

 

Please ask your child about Lar-
ry, and ask them to explain the 
concept of Whole Body Listen-
ing to you. 

  

It was great seeing so many families at Open House!  
Please remember to contact us with any questions you 
may still have. 

  

Manchester Public Library, Mary Cheney 
and Whiton Libraries 

Pokémon GO Walk – Saturday, October 22nd, 
2:00 p.m. at Mary Cheney Library. Join Manchester 
Public Library’s Pokémon trainers in the Howroyd 
Room at 2:00 p.m. so we can make a loop around 
Center Park to spin at PokéStops and hopefully 
catch some Pokémon, too!  Bring your own device 
loaded with the Pokémon GO app and wear com-
fortable clothes. After our walk, we will return to 
Mary Cheney for a craft and snack. This program is 
for all ages – families, adults, teens! Children under 
14 must be accompanied by a parent or adult care-
giver. Please call (860) 645-0577 if there is inclem-
ent weather. No rain date. Location: Mary Cheney 
Library, 586 Main St, Manchester, CT 06040 

Preschool Dance Party – Friday, October 28th, 2:00 -
2:30 p.m. at Mary Cheney. For children up to 6 
years old, this program is a time for caregivers and 
little ones to rock out at the library. Dance, sing 
along and have fun to kids’ music, oldies and “The 
Monster Mash!” Call (860) 645-0577 for more infor-
mation. Location: Mary Cheney Library, 586 Main 
St, Manchester, CT 06040 

Danny Magic Family Program – Saturday, October 
29th, 10:30am at Mary Cheney. A fun comedy magic 
show for kids and kids at heart. Call (860) 645-0577 
for more information. Location: Mary Cheney Li-
brary, 586 Main St, Manchester, CT 06040 

Late Fall Storytime Session – The session begins on 
October 31st with many program options. Story 
times are offered for infants, one-year olds, two-year 
olds and three-to-five year olds. Please see a story 
time brochure or ask a librarian for more de-
tails. Registration begins October 24th for Manches-
ter residents and October 26th for non-residents.  -
Locations: Mary Cheney Library, 586 Main St, 
Manchester, CT; Whiton Branch Library, 100 
North Main St, Manchester, CT 

library.townofmanchester.org 
 

http://library.townofmanchester.org/�


 9 

 

2nd Grade:  Mrs. Osella, Mrs. Mundy, Ms. Ruggiero, Mrs. Frye 

Second graders have started the year strong. In 
Reading, they are spending time building up their 
reading stamina. We are spending time during our 
whole group lessons modeling for students how to 
ask questions as they read so they get the most out 
of each book they read.  
 
Students are also learning to pick out books that are 
“Just Right” or on their level. Please 
remember that reading for 20 minutes 
every night is part of your child’s 
homework. As they read ask them what 
they just read about, what happened in 
the story; engage them in a conversation about the 
text. 
 
Students are excited about writing stories in Writ-
er’s Workshop. They are learning to find stories in 
small, important moments in their own lives. We 
have been working on story structure, making sure 
that our stories have a strong beginning, a detailed 
middle, and a satisfying end. You can help your 
child to improve both his or her reading and writing 
skills by asking them to tell you to retell the stories 
they have read. 
 
In Math, students are focusing on using basic fact 
strategies, place value concepts, and properties to 
solve 2 step math problems.  Some examples of 
strategies that can be used to figure out or remem-
ber facts are: 
 
 Addition Properties: The zero property states 

that zero added to any number is the same as 
the original number. The commutative (or or-
der) property states that the order of addends 
does not matter: 3 + 4 = 4 + 3. 

 
 Subtraction Rules: There are two rules for using 

zero in subtraction. Zero subtracted from any 
number is the original number and any number 
subtracted from itself equals zero. 

 
 Counting on and counting back: For facts such 

as 9+1 or 7+2, you can count on from the great-
er number. Similarly, for facts such as 6 – 1, 
you can count back. 

 

 Doubles and near doubles: If you have two groups 
of 8 objects, you have double 8, or 16, objects. Dou-
bles facts are usually easy to remember, and can be 
used to learn other facts. Since 8 + 8 = 16, and 9 is 
one more than 8, 8 + 9 will be one more than 16, or 
17. 

 
 Using 10 to add 9: The place-value system makes 

adding 10 to a number easy – just increase the digit 
in the tens place by 1. You can use this to help add 
9 to a number. Just add 10 to the number, then sub-
tract 1. 

 
 Fact families: A fact family is a group of related 

facts using the same numbers. One example would 
be 4 + 3 = 7, 3 + 4 = 7, 7 – 3 = 4, and 7 – 4 = 3. Fact 
families are also useful for solving problems with 
missing addends, such as 4 + __ = 7. 

  
Take out the flash cards!  We will have timed 0 – 20 
addition and subtraction fact tests throughout the 
year.  The facts should be mastered by the end of May. 
 
Students have set personal goals to be accomplished at 
the end of the year in grade 2.  Some goals include:    
 
 using my manners more in school;  
 completing math facts more quickly;  
 reading “not too fast and not too slow;” and  
 making new friends.  
 
We enjoyed seeing many of you at the Open House!  
Thank you so much for coming! 
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3rd Grade:  Mr. Pepin, Mrs. Case, Mr. Moynihan 

Fall is officially here, and we have already seen 
more change than just the colors of the leaves in 
third grade! Our third grade team would like to 
thank all of you parents who helped your scholars 
start the year off on the right foot. All of the stu-
dents are doing a great job of transitioning into their 
new jobs as third grade scholars! 
 
Here is what we have been focusing on academical-
ly in the third grade: 
 
Reading: 
In our reading Launch Unit, we have been focusing 
on Building a Community of Readers. Students 
have begun to set reading goals for the year and re-
visited fond reading memories.  
 
We have become more familiar with our classroom 
libraries, procedures for Read-
ing Workshop, and ways to 
choose a “just right” book. We 
have learned the importance of 
thinking while reading, building 
our reading stamina, and mak-
ing connections to our stories. 
 

TIP: Have your third grader read YOU a bedtime 
story. Ask questions that help your CONNECT the 
story with their lives or with other stories. 
 
Writing: 
Writing with the third graders has been a real hoot! 
After personalizing our writing journals, scholars 
have generated a ton of writing ideas and have be-
gun to write stories using IMAGINATION as their 
main motivation for writing. 
 
We have also set writing goals, worked on our writ-
ing stamina, and learned the expectations for writ-
ing conferences with the teacher. The third grade 
teachers are so excited to see how the students de-
velop their writing skills throughout the upcoming 
school year. 
 
Mathematics: 
Throughout the first unit in math, we have focused 
on building a community of mathematicians. This 

means that students have learned the structure and rou-
tines of Math Workshop and been introduced to the 
mathematical practices we will be practicing for the rest 
of the year. We have learned the importance of working 
toward precision with numbers as well as developing 
our ability to communicate using math vocabulary. 
 
Social Emotional Learning: 
So far this year, we have talked about expected vs. un-
expected behaviors and how they can be observed in 
various parts of the school. We have talked about listen-
ing (actively) with our entire bodies and having our 
bodies in the group. Parents, you can help promote our 
social learning by letting your child know when their 
choices are giving you comfortable vs. uncomfortable 
thoughts and explain what those thoughts are. The aim 
is to have self-aware citizens and family members who 
are able to accurately imagine what others are thinking 
and feeling. 
 
Other News: 
Homework is given nightly, and varies by teacher. 
Please check your scholars homework planner for the 
night’s assignments.  Be sure to practice math facts 
with your child regularly and don’t forget the top ten 
ways to get better at reading: 

 
1.   Read 
2. READ 
3. ReAd 
4. Read 
5. rEaD 
6. Read! 
7. READ! 
8. ReAd! 
9. Read! 
10. rEaD!!!!! 
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5th Grade:  Mrs. Fagan, Ms. Kearney 

Fifth grade is off to a great start this year! In 
September, we spent time getting to know each other 
and setting our classroom expectations. We’ve been 
building our reading and writing stamina each day! In 
October, we’re going to jump deeper into the curricu-
lum.  

 
Language Arts: Fifth graders will be read-

ing and analyzing both fiction and nonfiction text this 
month. We will be working on distinguishing between 
main idea and details in nonfiction books, and identi-
fying theme in fiction stories. These are challenging 
concepts and students will work with reading partners 
and as a class to improve their reading comprehen-
sion.  We will continue to work on our independent 
reading stamina.  Conferencing with the students dur-
ing independent reading time will begin this month.  
Students will also be working on narrative writing. 
They will be writing short stories about important mo-
ments in their lives.   

 
Math: Students have been working since the 

beginning of the year on their facts and reviewing 
concepts they learned last year. We have been setting 
the expectations for math workshop and trying out 
some engaging small-group activities. We will soon 
dive into our new Envision math program. Students 
will be developing their understanding of place value 
and begin working with decimals numbers out to the 
thousandths place. Students are tested weekly on their 
multiplication and division facts. Try quizzing your 
students on their math facts at home as well!  

 
Social Studies:  The students will be work-

ing on a new Civics Unit this 
month.  We will be learning about 
the government and all that it en-
tails.  They will also have the op-
portunity to design a campaign for 
themselves and run for president of their class.  It is 
going to be so much fun! 

 
Students have Math and Language Arts home-

work each night. Students should also be reading for 
20 minutes every night during the week. Thank you 
for your help in monitoring their daily homework!  

4th Grade:  Mrs. Gatmaitan, Mrs. Blundo, 
Ms. Oritz 

It has been a pleasure getting to know all of our new 
fourth graders and their families! We are looking 
forward to a wonderful new school year. Most of 
September had been spent getting to know each oth-
er and the expectations of fourth grade. We have 
been practicing Reader’s and Writer’s workshop as 
well as guided Math stations. This year there will be 
an increase in small group and individual instruction 
through a workshop model. Please ask your child 
what they enjoy the most so far! 
 
With Reading and Writing workshop, we 
have been brainstorming things that stu-
dents like to read and write about. Please 
help your child come up with some ideas 
or ask them what their interests are. Build-
ing our reading stamina has also been an 
important part of this past month and will continue 
to be all year long. Please make sure your child is 
reading at least 20 minutes every night! 
 
In Math, we are continuing Envi-
sion Math 2.0. There are a lot of 
digital features as well as parent 
support options. Online videos for 
homework assignments are also 
available through the app. We will be starting this 
program during the month of October.  Please look 
for an introductory letter describing our first unit of 
study in the Wednesday folders.  
 
September has primarily been spent practicing our 
basic facts. Your child can practice their facts online 
through MobyMax.com, Fastt Math (K-8 Resource 
page), or Xtramath.org. Student usernames and 
passwords will be sent home through their Wednes-
day Folders as well.  
 
You will notice that your child is expected to take 
on more responsibility and ownership for their be-
haviors, homework, and work habits. To help with 
this transition, we have already started our social 
thinking program, Superflex. Your child has al-
ready learned what it means to be a “social detec-
tive” by using their ears, eyes, and brains to figure 

(Continued on page 13) 
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Physical Education:  Ms. White & Mrs. Larson 

Kindergarten through second grade students 
have been learning about locomotor movements 
(skipping, jumping, running, galloping, etc.), and 
various tag games.  We have also learned a lot 
about personal space and what it means/looks 
like to be safe in the gym!  Moving forward we will 
be learning various relay races. 
 
In grades 3-5, we have started learning our daily 
warm-up routine (running, push-ups, curl-ups) to 
prepare for fitness testing next month.  The stu-
dents have an opportunity to earn running club 
certificates by running non-stop for the selected 
amount of time their class has worked up to!  We 
have been playing various cooperative and tag-
ging games to get to know each other! 

Library/ Media Center:  Mr. Hadge & Mrs. Courtney 

Things in the library are off to a good start this year. 
Students began taking out books the week of Septem-
ber 6th and they have been doing a good job of return-
ing them. Please be aware of your child’s library day 
and help them return their books on that day. Classes 
that have all of their books back on time can earn The 
Golden Book Award and have their class name an-
nounced at a Robertson Beehive. 

All classes have been learning their way around the 
library and where different types of book are located. 
We encourage independence in book selection and 
choosing appropriate titles. 

 

 

 

Hispanic Heritage Month is celebrated from September 
15th through October 15th. In the library, we will be 
highlighting Hispanic authors and illustrators in our 
book displays. We will also host a day-long celebra-
tion where each grade level will learn about Hispanic 
authors and illustrators who have published books at 
their level. 

If you have any questions or concerns regarding the 
Robertson Library or if you are interested in volunteer-
ing in the library please contact Mr. Hadge, at 
b47shadg@mpspride.org or (860) 647-3521 x21602.  

Q: Why is physical education important? 

A: (QUICK ANSWER) 
Physical education is important because it helps 
students stay physically active, develop interests in 
different types of physical activity, build teamwork 
and other social skills, and improve focus and aca-
demic performance.  

 

Physical education programs are increasingly being 
cut back in schools, which proponents argue is det-
rimental to students. 

 

See www.Reference.com for more information. 
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Music:  Ms. Grieco & Mr. Hayden 

September has been action packed in the music 
room.  We are working on steady beat with percus-
sion instruments, the “Name Song” in all grades and 
keeping a steady beat with our bodies.  Below you 
will find a list of activities at each grade level that 
you can ask your child to share with you at home.   
 
The first round of Musician of the Month students is 
posted in the hallway, so please feel free to stop by 
and take a peek.   
 
We also have a new bulletin board outside of room 8 
that I would love all of Robertson to take part in.  It 
is called #BeeMusicalWithFamily, and I will be 
sending home a detailed flyer about it at the end of 
this week.   
 
Everyone have a musical month! 
 
Kindergarten 
Name song 
It’s so good to see you 
Charlie Over the Ocean (Game) 
Crabfish (Songbook) 
The Birdies Fly Away 
 
First Grade 
Name song 
This Way Go Willoughbee 
Black Cat (Game) 
Mi Cuerpo/My Body makes music 
How Much is That Doggie in the Window? 
(Songbook) 
 
Second Grade 
Name Song 
Put your Hands on your Hips (canon) 
Alabama Gal 
Wolf (Game) 
Abiyoyo (Songbook) 
 
Third Grade 
Name Song 
Wallflowers 
Quackadilioso 
I Love the Mountains (Canon) 
Turn the Glasses Over (with cup ostinato) 
 
Fourth Grade 
Name Song 

In the Morning (with body percussion) 
No Mirrors in my Nana’s House (Songbook) 
Biddy Biddy Hold on Lost my Gold Ring (Game) 
Turn the Glasses Over (with cup ostinato) 
Duchess for Tea (Canon) 
 
Fifth Grade 
Name Song 
Sunshine Song (Canon and iPad accompaniment) 
Turn the Glasses Over (with cup ostinato) 
Pizza Pizza 
Biddy Biddy Hold on Lost my Gold Ring (Game) 

out what is happening around them. They have also 
learned the difference between “expected” and 
“unexpected behaviors” and how others treat them 
because of these. Parent updates and workshops will 
be coming in your Wednesday Folders.  
 
We hope that you and your child have had a great 
start to fourth grade. Please feel free to contact us at 
any time. Our emails are listed below! 
 
Rosina Blundo   — rbrini@mpspride.org 
Nikki Ortiz — nortiz@mpspride.org  
Regina Gatmaitan  —  b25rgatm@mpspride.org  

(Continued from page 11) 

4th Grade:  Mrs. Gatmaitan, Mrs. Blundo, 
Ms. Oritz, Cont’d 
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Robertson Elementary 
 
Counseling  
Connection 

 
 
Hello…  
 
My name is Liz Lewtan and I am so excited to join the Robertson Elementary School Family! 
 
As your School Counselor, I am here to help ALL students be successful socially, emotionally, and 
behaviorally so they may access their education without barriers. 
 
This past month, I have been into each classroom to introduce myself to the students and to talk to 
them about kindness, being a good friend, and mindfulness.  In October, we will be discussing 
making smart choices, peer pressure and more… 
 
I will be starting “Lunch with Your Counselor” for many students during your child’s scheduled 
lunchtime.  This program is available to all students and will be geared towards fostering friend-
ships, boosting self-esteem, building social skills and developing positive peer relations among stu-
dents.  Students will work on skills such as self-control, taking turns, sitting still, appropriate lan-
guage, conversational skills, dealing with conflict, making new friends, and many more topics.  It 
provides students with the opportunity to meet with their peers in a smaller space where they can 
talk freely about their accomplishments, concerns and/or ideas.  
 
I look forward to working with you and your amazing children this year.  Feel free to contact me at 
any time with any questions, concerns, or if you would like more information.    
 
Phone: 860.674.3372        Email: elewtan@mpspride.org 
 
 
 
Liz Lewtan 
School Counselor 
 

mailto:elewtan@mpspride.org�


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


