
FINAL 
MARTIN PTA MEETING MINUTES 

March 12, 2013 
 
The meeting was called to order at 6:36 pm with Sue Kowack, Brooke Kwasnicki, Isabel Diaz, Mary Beth 
Dufresne, Amy Watson, Keisha Fyler, Kate Colavecchio, Diane Chappel, Sue Donnelly, Brittany Covill, 
Michelle Balthazar, Tracy Axiak, Rachel Hoops, Corie Diehl, Don Diehl, Robin Gilbert, Rose Mauriello, 
Kim Mercier, Sherry Norris, Amanda Ramsey and Susan Skoog in attendance. 
 
Minutes from December were reviewed and approved. Mary Beth Dufresne mentioned that the PTA was 
looking for someone to take over the management of the school sign.  
 
Co-Presidents’ Report: Kim Mercier mentioned that Mrs. Dunklee has asked a naturalist to come to 
teach the entire third grade about rocks and minerals. She asked the PTA to donate a $100.00 for his time 
and transportation from MA. Don Diehl donated a gift card to Olive Garden.  
 
Vice President’s Report: Michelle Balthazar said that there was one new member.  
 
Treasurer’s Report: Brittany Covill stated that the Party Lite Fundraiser made $195.37; the book fair 
made $974.65; Spirit Wear made $193.00; the Poinsettia Fundraiser made $43.85; the tickets from the 
variety show made $640.67; and the Munson’s fundraiser made $929.00. 
 
New Business:  
 
Mr. Adam Skinner from Verplanck PTA came to talk about the Manchester Town Wide PTA Golf 
Tournament on Saturday, May 18 at Twin Hills Country Club in Coventry. Player cost is $100.00 which 
includes 18 holes of golf, cart, lunch at the turn and a catered banquet.  
 
January 24th PTA Town Wide Meeting Recap: Brittany Covill stated that Manchester Rocks Boxing 
Club was discussed as well as the summer school program, town wide science fair and movie license. The 
PTA banners were distributed to the schools. Relay for Life will be June 1st and 2nd. They are looking for 
people to volunteer to run for town wide board positions.  
 
Volunteers in Action Grant: Amanda Ramsey spoke about the grant she received through her employer 
Mass Mutual. The grant is $750.00 and will go to pay Chuck Costa-the CT State Troubadour who will 
help the school create a new school song.  
 
March Book Fair: Don Diehl spoke that he needs volunteers for March 19-21 and on Literacy Night on 
March 19.  
 
Mother/Son Bowling: Sue Skoog said that it will be held at Spare Time in Vernon on Friday, March 22 
from 6-8pm. Drinks, pizza, shoe rental and bowling are included in the price. She also mentioned that 
Martin School has 45,000 points so far through the Shop Rite Program.  
 
Movie Night: The next movie night is tentatively scheduled for Friday, April 12.  
 
Rock Cats: Amanda Lythgoe is working on securing a night at the stadium.  
 
Father/Daughter Dance: Amy Watson said it will be held on Friday, May 3 from 6:30pm-8:30pm.  
 



Teacher Appreciation Week: Amy Watson said that lunch will be donated from Don Diehl at Olive 
Garden on Monday, May 6 and breakfast will be served on Friday, May 10th with goodies given to the 
staff during the week. She is looking for volunteers.  
 
Butter braid fundraiser: Keisha Fyler said that each item will be $12.00. She will send out the flyers on 
April 11 with a due date of April 25 and delivery date on May 10.  
 
Old Business:  
 
Fifth Grade Class Update: Rose Mauriello stated that $332.25 was made on liner notes and concessions. 
She also stated her displeasure that past precedence of the PTA donating $700.00 to the 5th grade class 
would not be done this year and the issue was tabled for further discussion.* 
 
*An executive committee meeting was held on Sunday, March 17 with the entire PTA Board present. The 
entire 5th grade committee was invited to attend but Rose Mauriello was the sole member of the 5th grade 
committee present. The discussion involved the rollover amount of $415.96 which the 5th grade received 
as well as the $380.00 that was voted on at the November 13th PTA Meeting. Both amounts are now in the 
5th grade account.  
 
Christ Pattacini, Board of Education Chairman, spoke to the PTA about the tentative budget cuts and the 
next Board of Directors Meeting scheduled for Thursday, March 14 at 7pm at Waddell School. He 
encouraged people to attend.  
 
Munson Candy Fundraiser: Kim Mercier stated that the pick up date is Wednesday, March 20 from 1-
3pm and she will be getting this information out to people who purchased items.  
 
Kate Colavecchio’s Report: She was advised by the Manchester Police Department to chain off the 
driveway at arrival and dismissal time to avoid parking confusion. Conferences will be March 19-21. The 
fifth grade has Leslie Johnson as the artist in residence. Looking for a chair for Reflections. Family 
Literacy Night is Tuesday, March 19 from 6-8pm. CT Association of Schools gave the town a grant of 
$800.00 to establish a unified sports team in affiliation with Special Olympics. Martin School has paired 
up 7 special needs children with 7 partners who will help them at a competition at Glastonbury High 
School on April 6 from 10:30am-12:30pm. She encouraged people to attend. There is no date yet for Field 
Day but the school is looking for entertainment during the lunch hour and there will be rest stations for 
students to rest. The fifth grade will go to Glenbrooke on June 19 with a rain date of June 21. The results 
of the Safety and Security Committee’s report has signs on all school windows identifying the rooms and 
there will be signs outside of classrooms with the teacher’s name, grade and room number. Lutz Museum 
is Martin’s safe place in case of evacuation. The wellness policy is strictly enforced with no sweets and 
only healthy snacks brought into classrooms.  
 
Open Discussion: Corie Diehl mentioned two fundraisers to the PTA. One is selling fried dough and the 
second is a fundraiser at Olive Garden.  
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:50pm.  


