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We work to include all students at the 
level that is best for each individual.  We 
strive to provide an opportunity for suc-

cess for each and every student. 



Language Arts classes are geared up for some tenacious 
learning this year!  With our new Active Reading Think-Along 
skills, we will be ready to tackle a number of different short 
stories (both fiction and nonfiction) and novels.  As we study 
themes such as acceptance and bullying, coming of age, and 
hope, we will convey our learning through multiple expres-
sions such as poetry, persuasive and creative writing, and 
exciting projects.  Looking forward to what shall be a chal-
lenging yet rewarding last year of middle school!  

 

 

This year in Social Studies, classes will be engaged in a 
variety of activities while learning about the United States 
Constitution and American History from Colonialism to the 
Civil War.  Your child will write an essay arguing for their First 
Amendment rights in school, create a brochure for either a 
senatorial or gubernatorial candidate in Connecticut, create a 
PowerPoint on the 13 Colonies, write their own Declaration of 
Independence, and participate in a variety of other activities 
through out the year.  I 

 

 

In Science, we will focus and hone our inquiry skills through 
many experiments and hands on activities.  Our first unit is 
the study of Laws and Motion, examining how and why ob-
jects move the way they do.  Our second unit will be Astrono-
my.  We will study the planets and other objects in our solar 
system, our Sun, and how Gravity keeps all of these objects 
moving in a predictable manner. In our third unit, we will 
investigate Human Reproduction, including the inheritance of 
traits.  Finally, we will consider the relationship between sci-
ence, technology, and society, with a focus on bridges and 
their construction. 

 

Our Math  Connections  curriculum emphasizes inquiry-based 
learning of algebraic and geometric concepts. Students will 
learn through hands-on projects and skills practice using  the 
latest technology available.   

 

 

 

Special Education services are applied as needed across 
the team because to us, all of our students are special.  
While some students are enrolled through the PPT process 
in specific classes, other students may spend time with the 
special education teacher for extra help, skills focus, or for 
a particular project.  Some classes are co-taught, in which 
case, all students benefit from having extra adults in that 
particular class. 

 

 

 

 

 

Homework is assigned on most days , in most  aca-
demic classes.  Look for your child to have approximately 
45 minutes to one hour of homework per night.  S 

Silent reading is ALWAYS assigned as language arts 
homework and is a wonderful strategy to boost both aca-
demic skills and general knowledge, as well as a valuable 
life-long pleasure!.   

 Homework Club meets on Tuesday and 
Thursday after school until  the late bus 
arrives.  The schedule is posted outside 
of every team classroom. 

 Planners are used and can be checked 
daily 

 
 Silent Sustained Reading  (SSR) is 

scheduled daily during home base.  
Every student should have a book of 
his/her choice to read during SSR and 
when work is completed on team. 

 We are Illing STARS!!!!! 
 
Please see the Illing Handbook and 
Code of Conduct for specific rules and 
guidelines. 
 

Team Syracuse website: 
https://sites.google.com/site/

teamsyracuseims/home 

Team Syracuse 

Welcomes you! 

He who knows best 
knows how little he 

knows.    
T. Jefferson 
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