




Illing Middle School offers a 

variety of musical opportuni-

ties for all students. 

There are possibilities for 

students to  

participate in  

ensembles both vocally 

and instrumentally outside of 

the school day. There are 

even opportunities for instru-

mentalists to sing in the 

choir, or keyboard players to 

play in the Jazz Band..... 

there are many possibilities, 

so see your director... 

AND GET 

INVOLVED!! 

Mr. Georgios Giannios, Band 

Director 

Mrs. Cheryl Hilton, Choral 

Director 

Mrs. Heather Sica-Leonard, 

Orchestra Director  

  

Music Survey is a comprehensive two 

year music curriculum. The course 

builds on musical literacy skills devel-

oped at the Manchester elementary 

schools and Bennet Academy using the 

Music in Education (MIE) keyboard 

curriculum as well as the Conversa-

tional Solfege (C.S.) music literacy 

curriculum. Both grade 7 and 8 stu-

dents have access to state of the art 

technology in the MIE keyboard lab. In 

addition, grade 7 students apply their 

skills and build repertoire on the re-

corder. Grade 8 students apply their 

skills and build repertoire on the 

acoustic guitar.  

Music Survey: Where 
learning to speak, read 

and write music develops 
the Musical Artist 

Music Survey 

Music Survey Faculty: 
Mr. Michael Dunning 

Mrs. Mary Walsh 
 

Contact Information: 
b25mdunn@manchesterct.gov 
b25mwals@manchesterct.gov 

860-647-3400 



Manchester Music  

Department Philosophy  

Music possesses its own 

unique body of knowledge, 

skills and experiences, which 

make it vital to a balanced 

education. The purpose of 

music education is to prepare 

students for a lifetime of  

active, satisfying  

involvement with music in a 

variety of forms. The ability 

to perform, create, and re-

spond to music is the intimate 

expression of this life giving 

force and is an extraordinary 

vehicle for community  

building. 

 

 

Course requirements and  

grading criteria. 

 

Students are assessed for skill development by play-

ing on the keyboard, recorder, and guitar a varied 

repertoire of music. They demonstrate their skill 

development in solo and as an ensemble. Each song 

is built on musical patterns and students apply their 

understanding of these components to their music 

making which includes improvisation and composi-

tion.  Students also develop their eye by reading 

and writing music.  At regular intervals, these skills 

are assessed via written quizzes and tests. Because 

the practice happens during class, 70% of their 

grade is based on focused participation. 30% of 

their grade is based on quizzes and tests. Opportu-

nities to make-up missed practice due to absences 

is encouraged during the Illing Connections period 

(I.C.) or before/afterschool. Many students take 

advantage of these ‘extra’ opportunities to pursue 

more challenging content . These students ultimate-

ly become leaders in the classroom and pursue con-

tinued music study at Manchester High School. 

 

Music	Survey	meets	every	oth-

er	day,	often	alternating	with	

physical	education,	90	class	

periods	in	the	school		year.	

This	strengthening	of	the	

minds	and	bodies	of	our		

students	carry	over	into	all	

aspects	of	their	school	day	

and	their	well	being	out	of	

school.	Music	Survey	wishes	to	

extend	an	open	invitation	to	

all	parents	and	guardians.	

Come	and	sit	in	on	one	of	your	

child’s	music	classes.	Contact	

Mr.	Dunning	or	Mrs.	Walsh	to	

arrange	a	time.	And	always	

feel	free	to	contact	us	with	

question	or	concerns	regard-

ing	your	child’s	musical		

development	or	regarding	the		

Manchester	Music	Program.	
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