
    

 

MANCHESTER BOARD OF EDUCATION 
REGULAR MEETING 

MONDAY, AUGUST 24, 2015  
 

Personnel & Finance Committee    5:30 P.M. – Director’s Rm. 
Board Of Education Mtg.     7:00 P.M. – Hearing Rm. 
        Lincoln Center 
 
             
A. OPENING 

1) Call to order 
2) Pledge of Allegiance 
3) Approval of Board of Education Minutes – July 13, 2015   A – 3  
    

B. CONSENT CALENDAR 
 1)    Personnel Information        B – 1  
 2)    Transfer of Funds         B – 2   
 3)    Increase in appropriation for FY14/15 USDA Head Start, breakfast and  B – 3  
        Lunch grant by $18,195 from $91,805 to $110,000.  
 4)    Establish an appropriation for FY15/16 for the Preschool Development B – 4  
        Grant, in the amount of $255,400. 
 5)    Establish an appropriation for FY15/16 for the Enfield Head Start, State B – 5  
        State Department of Education Services grant, in the amount of $2,904. 
 6)    Establish an appropriation for FY15/16 for the Manchester Head Start, B – 6  
        State Department of Education Link grant, in the amount of $32,363. 
 7)    Establish an appropriation for FY15/16 for the Enfield Head Start, State B – 7  
        Department of Education Link grant, in the amount of $39,148. 
 8)    Establish an appropriation for FY15/16 for the Enfield Head Start, State B – 8  
        Department of Education Enhancement grant, in the amount of $92,891. 
  
C. COMMITTEE REPORTS 
  
D. PUBLIC COMMENTS (any item before the board)  
 
E. SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT  

1)   Update on Bennet/Cheney Project, Randall Luther, Principal Architect,  E – 1  
      Tai Soo Kim Architects, and Peter Staye, Facilities Director 
2)   Update on Talent Development, Mrs. Vonetta Romeo-Rivers, Director of   
       Performance, Evaluation and Talent Development 
3)   Update on Opening of School, Mr. Matthew Geary, Superintendent of    
       Schools 
 

F. UNFINISHED BUSINESS – 
 None 
 
G. NEW BUSINESS  -  
 None 



    

 

H. PUBLIC COMMENTS (comments limited to items on tonight’s agenda) 
 
I. COMMUNICATIONS 
 1)  Student Representatives – Ms. Lori Fogg and Ms. Shania Stanton   
 
J. ITEMS FOR FUTURE AGENDAS 
 
K. ADJOURNMENT 
 
 
 
 
Welcome to the Manchester Board of Education meeting.  Observers are always welcome.  
The following instructions are to assist those who wish to speak during the Public Comment 
session(s): 
 
1) Print your name and address on the sign-in sheet at the podium for accurate record 

keeping. 
2) State your name and address for the record.  Students state name only. 
3) First Session:  Three minute time limit for any item that may come before the Board.  

Listen for the bell. 
4) Second Session:  Comments must be limited to items on the Board’s agenda for this 

meeting.  The Board Chair has the discretion to limit comment time. 
5) Written statements may be substituted for Board members if time runs out for speaker. 
6) Immediate replies to questions/concerns should not be expected (Board 

Chair/Superintendent’s discretion). 
7) Inappropriate topics:  Confidential information, personal issues and legal concerns.  

Please avoid derogatory and profane language.  Board of Education Policy #1220. 



  August 24, 2015 

     

            B – 1   

 

PERSONNEL ACTION 

APPOINTMENTS 

Confirming the appointment of Amy LaQuerre from Special Education teacher at Manchester 
High School to Special Education Supervisor effective August 17, 2015, (Supervisor (220 days) 
Step 1, $103,833. 

Confirming the appointment of Karen Gray from Washington Elementary School Principal to 
Supervisor of Student Development effective July 1, 2015, (Supervisors (220 days), Step 4a, 
$116,967. 

Confirming the appointment of Marc DiDominzio from Business Education teacher at 
Manchester High School to Dean of Students at Manchester High School effective August 1, 
2015, (Dean of Students (200 days), Step 1, $85,000. 

Confirming the appointment of Owen Carroll from Social Studies teacher at Manchester High 
School to Dean of Students at Manchester High School effective August 1, 2015, (Dean of 
Students (200 days), Step 1, $85,000. 

Confirming the appointment of Elizabeth Hayes from Interim Principal to Principal at Illing 
Middle School effective July 1, 2015, (Middle School Principals (220 days), Step 4a, $134,422. 

Confirming the appointment of Katelyn Miner from Interim Secondary Assistant Principal to 
Assistant Principal at Manchester High School effective July 1, 2015, (Secondary Assistant 
Principals (220 days), Step 2, $114,877. 

Confirming the appointment of Alexia Kalogianes from Special Education Supervisor to Dean of 
Students at Manchester High School effective August 1, 2015, (220 days), $115,154. 

Confirming the appointment of James Farrell from Secondary Assistant Principal at Manchester 
High School to Attendance Administrator effective July 1, 2015, (Attendance Administrator (210 
days), $120,704. 

Kathryn Atwater to be a Special Education teacher at Verplanck Elementary School.  Ms. 
Atwater received a Bachelor of Science in Special Education/Elementary Education 
Collaborative degree at Southern Connecticut State University.  Ms. Atwater resides in 
Simsbury.  It is recommended that her appointment be approved effective August 24, 2015 
(BA/Step 1, $43,611). 

Fellicia Ayers to be a Grade 6 teacher at Bennet Academy.  Ms. Ayers received a Master of 
Science in Elementary Education degree at University of New Haven.  Ms. Ayers resides in 
Newington.  It is recommended that her appointment be approved effective August 24, 2015 
(MA/Step 13, $81,475). 
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Rachel Cameron to be a Special Education teacher at Bennet Academy.  Ms. Cameron received a 
Master of Arts in Special Education degree at Assumption College.  Ms. Cameron resides in 
Willington.  It is recommended that her appointment be approved effective August 24, 2015 
(MA/Step 11, $68,470). 

Nicole Caskey to be a Music teacher at Head Start, Bentley Alternative Education, and 
Washington and Bowers Elementary Schools.  Ms. Caskey received a Bachelor of Science in 
Music Education degree at Central Connecticut State University.  Ms. Caskey resides in 
Manchester.  It is recommended that her appointment be approved effective August 24, 2015 
(BA/Step 3, $46,228). 

Angelica Circosta to be a District-wide School Psychologist.  Ms. Circosta received a Sixth Year 
Certificate in School Psychology and a Master of Science in School Psychology degree at 
University of Hartford.  Ms. Circosta resides in Newington.  It is recommended that her 
appointment be approved effective August 24, 2015 (MA+30/Step 2, $51,898). 

Joan Corwin to be a Special Education teacher at Buckley Elementary School.  Ms. Corwin 
received a Bachelor of Arts in School Age Care degree at Concordia University.  Ms. Corwin 
resides in Manchester.  It is recommended that her appointment be approved effective August 24, 
2015 (BA+30/Step 10, $65, 418). 

Jason Daniels to be a Technology Education teacher at Manchester Regional Academy.  Mr. 
Daniels received a Master of Science in Educational Technology degree at Central Connecticut 
State University.  Mr. Daniels resides in New Britain.  It is recommended that his appointment 
be approved effective August 24, 2015 (MA/Step 12, $73.703). 

Samantha DeSantis to be a STEM Specialist at Waddell Elementary School.  Ms. DeSantis 
received a Master of Arts in Curriculum and Instruction degree at University of Connecticut.  
Ms. DeSantis resides in Ridgefield.  It is recommended that her appointment be approved 
effective August 24, 2015 (MA/Step 1, $46,228). 

Virginia Freese to be a Family and Consumer Science teacher at Illing Middle School.  Ms. 
Freese received a Bachelor of Arts in English degree at University of Maine.  Ms. Freese resides 
in Avon.  It is recommended that her appointment be approved effective August 24, 2015 
(BA+30/Step 7, $57,130). 

Caitlin Gallagher to be a Grade 5 teacher at Bowers Elementary School.  Ms. Gallagher received 
Master of Arts in Curriculum and Instruction degree at University of Connecticut.  Ms. Gallagher 
resides in Manchester.  It is recommended that her appointment be approved effective August 24, 
2015 (MA/Step 1, $46,228). 
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Ellen Gehret to be a Language Arts teacher at Illing Middle School.  Ms. Gehret received a 
Master of Education in Middle and Secondary Education degree at University of Massachusetts 
Boston.  Ms. Gehret resides in Old Saybrook.  It is recommended that her appointment be 
approved effective August 24, 2015 (MA/Step 11, $68,470). 

Brie Hadfield to be a Grade 4 teacher at Washington Elementary School.  Ms. Hadfield received 
a Bachelor of Arts in Elementary Education degree at Eastern Connecticut State University.  Ms. 
Hadfield resides in Manchester.  It is recommended that her appointment be approved effective 
August 24, 2015 (BA/Step 4, $47, 973). 

Amanda Halpin to be a Special Education teacher at Waddell Elementary School.  Ms. Halpin 
received a Master of Science in Special Education degree at Central Connecticut State 
University.  Ms. Halpin resides in Rocky Hill.  It is recommended that her appointment be 
approved effective August 24, 2015 (MA/Step 4, $51,025). 

Allison Hernandez to be a Mathematics teacher at Manchester High School.  Ms. Hernandez 
received a Bachelor of Arts in Mathematics degree at Florida International University.  Ms. 
Hernandez resides in New Britain.  It is recommended that her appointment be approved 
effective August 24, 2015 (BA/Step 7, $53,206). 

Heather Hitchman to be a Grade 3 teacher at Verplanck Elementary School.  Ms. Hitchman 
received a Master of Science in Elementary Education degree at Southern Connecticut State 
University.  Ms. Hitchman resides in Middletown.  It is recommended that her appointment be 
approved effective August 24, 2015 (MA/Step 1, $46,228). 

Nicholas Jones to be a Grade 2 teacher at Robertson Elementary School.  Mr. Jones received a 
Bachelor of Science in Elementary Education and Special Education degree at University of 
Hartford.  Mr. Jones resides in Cheshire.  It is recommended that his appointment be approved 
effective August 24, 2015 (BA/Step 1, $43,611). 

Kelly Kearney to be a Grade 5 teacher at Robertson Elementary School.  Ms. Kearney received 
Master of Arts in Curriculum and Instruction degree at University of Connecticut.  Ms. Kearney 
resides in Shelton.  It is recommended that her appointment be approved effective August 24, 
2015 (MA/Step 1, $46,228). 

Alyssa Levin to be a District-wide Speech and Language Pathologist.  Ms. Levin received a 
Master of Arts in Speech-Language Pathology degree at University of Connecticut.  Ms. Levin 
resides in Southington.  It  is recommended that her appointment be approved effective August 
24, 2015 (MA+30/Step 3, $53,641). 

Gerard Lionetti to be a Language Arts teacher at Illing Middle School.  Mr. Lionetti received a 
Master of Arts in Teaching degree at Sacred Heart University.  Mr. Lionetti resides in Trumbull.  
It is recommended that his appointment be approved effective August 24, 2015 (MA/Step 2, 
$47,536). 

 

 



  August 24, 2015 

 

Anna Martinez to be a Grade 2 teacher at Bowers Elementary School.  Ms. Martinez received 
Master of Arts in Teaching degree at Smith College.  Ms. Martinez resides in Avon.  It is 
recommended that her appointment be approved effective August 24, 2015 (MA/Step 3, 
$49,280). 

Kathleen Morin to be a Music teacher at Washington Elementary School.  Ms. Morin received a 
Bachelor of Arts in Music degree at Lycoming College.  Ms. Morin resides in Manchester. It is 
recommended that her appointment be approved effective August 24, 2015 (BA+15/Step 7, 
$54,515). 

Danielle Nardone to be a School Social Worker at the Manchester Preschool Center and Buckley 
Elementary School.  Ms. Nardone received a Master of Social Work degree at University of 
Connecticut.  Ms. Nardone resides in Vernon.  It is recommended that her appointment be 
approved effective August 24, 2015 (MA+30/Step 1, $50,589). 

Elizabeth Oman to be a Music teacher at Verplanck Elementary School.  Ms. Oman received a 
Bachelor of Music in Music Education degree at University of Hartford.  Ms. Oman resides in 
Hartford.  It is recommended that her appointment be approved effective August 24, 2015 
(BA/Step 1, $43,611). 

John Opalenik to be a Grade 4 teacher at Verplanck Elementary School.  Mr. Opalenik received 
a Bachelor of Arts in English degree at Central Connecticut State University.  Mr. Opalenik 
resides in Plantsville.  It is recommended that his appointment be approved effective August 24, 
2015 (BA+30/Step 1, 46,228). 

Justin Patton to be a Music teacher at Illing Middle School.  Mr. Patton received a Master of Arts 
in Curriculum and Instruction degree at University of Connecticut.  Mr. Patton resides in 
Portland.  It is recommended that his appointment be approved effective August 24, 2015 
(MA/Step 1, $46,228). 

Jill Pritchett to be a Kindergarten teacher at Verplanck Elementary School.  Ms. Pritchett 
received a Master of Arts in Education degree at University of Saint Joseph.  Ms. Pritchett 
resides in Hamden.  It is recommended that her appointment be approved effective August 24, 
2015 (MA/Step 5, $52,769). 

Kristen Rizzi to be a Grade 4 teacher at Highland Park Elementary School.  Ms. Rizzi received a 
Master of Arts in Special Education degree at Saint Joseph College.  Ms. Rizzi resides in 
Lebanon.  It is recommended that her appointment be approved effective August 24, 2015 
(MA/Step 2, $47,536). 

Cindy Sanders to be a Spanish teacher at Manchester High School.  Ms. Sanders received a 
Master of Arts in Educational Psychology degree at University of Connecticut.  Ms. Sanders 
resides in South Glastonbury.  It is recommended that her appointment be approved effective 
August 24, 2015 (MA/Step 5, $52,769). 
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Molly Sayles to be the Band Director at Bennet Academy.  Ms. Sayles received a Bachelor of 
Science in Music Education degree at Western Connecticut State University.  Ms. Sayles resides 
in Quaker Hill.  It is recommended that her appointment be approved effective August 24, 2015 
(BA/Step 1, $43,611). 

Jodi Soloperto to be a STEM Specialist at Keeney Street Elementary School.  Ms. Soloperto 
received a Master of Science in Science Education degree at Southern Connecticut State 
University.  Ms. Soloperto resides in South Windsor.  It is recommended that her appointment be 
approved effective August 24, 2015 (MA/Step 4, $51,025). 

Ronald Suraci to be a Grade 5 teacher at Verplanck Elementary School.  Mr. Suraci received a 
Master of Science in Elementary Education degree at University of New Haven.  Mr. Suraci 
resides in East Haven.  It is recommended that his appointment be approved effective August 24, 
2015 (MA/Step 1, $46,228). 

Jacqueline Sweeney to be an Art teacher at Bennet Academy, Manchester Preschool Center, and 
Bentley Alternative Education Program.  Ms. Sweeney received a Master of Arts in Art 
Education degree at Central Connecticut State University.  It is recommended that her 
appointment be approved effective August 24, 2015 (MA/Step 2, $47,536). 

Ludmila Zadrozny to be a STEM Specialist at Washington Elementary School.  Ms. Zadrozny 
received a Sixth Year Certificate in Educational Leadership at Central Connecticut State 
University and a Master of Science in Elementary Education degree at University of Bridgeport.  
Ms. Zadrozny resides in Coventry.  It is recommended that her appointment be approved 
effective August 24, 2015 (MA+30/Step 13, $87,177). 

Courtney Zuckerman to be a Science teacher at Manchester High School.  Ms. Zuckerman 
received a Master of Arts in Education degree and a Master of Science in Geology degree at 
University of Connecticut.  Ms. Zuckerman resides in Glastonbury.  It is recommended that her 
appointment be approved effective August 24, 2015 (MA+30/Step 11, $73,268). 

RESIGNATIONS 

Amanda Pasha, Special Education teacher at Manchester High School has submitted a letter of 
resignation for personal reasons effective the end of business on July 8, 2015.  Ms. Pasha has 
been with Manchester Public Schools since August 30, 2012.  It is recommended that her request 
be approved. 

Katherine Jolly, Grade 5 teacher at Verplanck Elementary School has submitted a letter for 
resignation for personal reasons effective the end of business on July 30, 2015.  Ms. Jolly has 
been with Manchester Public Schools since August 29, 2011.  It is recommended that her request 
be approved. 

Katy Vicchitto, Grade 1 teacher at Verplanck Elementary School has submitted a letter for 
resignation for personal reasons effective the end of business on July 29, 2015.  Ms. Vicchitto 
has been with Manchester Public Schools since August 27, 2009.  It is recommended that her 
request be approved. 
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Jessica St. Pierre, School Psychologist for the Bentley Alternative Education Program has 
submitted a letter of resignation for personal reasons effective the end of business on July 22, 
2015.  Ms. St. Pierre has been with Manchester Public Schools since August 30, 2012.  It is 
recommended that her request be approved. 

Kristin Miller, Speech and Language Pathologist for the Manchester Preschool Center has 
submitted a letter of resignation for personal reasons effective the end of business on August 11, 
2015.  Ms. Miller has been with Manchester Public Schools since November 17, 1999.  It is 
recommended that her request be approved. 

Darcy Fiano, Reading Consultant at Washington Elementary School has submitted a letter of 
resignation for personal reasons effective the end of business on August 6, 2015.  Ms. Fiano has 
been with Manchester Public Schools since August 25, 1999.  It is recommended that her request 
be approved. 

Julia Pickett, Family and Consumer Science teacher at Illing Middle School has submitted a 
letter of resignation for personal reasons effective the end of business on July 31, 2015.  Ms. 
Picket has been with Manchester Public Schools since August 22, 2008.  It is recommended that 
her request be approved. 

Joy Tierney, Language Arts teacher at Illing Middle School has submitted a letter of resignation 
for personal reasons effective the end of business on August 4, 2015.  Ms. Tierney has been with 
Manchester Public Schools since August 26, 2013.  It is recommended that her request be 
approved. 

Anne Sousa, Early Childhood Education teacher at Keeney Street Elementary School has 
submitted a letter of resignation for personal reasons effective the end of business on August 6, 
2015.  Ms. Sousa has been with Manchester Public Schools since August 29, 2011.  It is 
recommended that her request be approved. 













































CHENEY SCHOOL BUILDING & BENNET ACADEMY
Board of Education – August 24, 2015

Tai Soo Kim Partners Architects
146 Wyllys St. Ste. 1-203  Hartford, CT
119 Braintree St. Ste. 217  Boston, MA 
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Site Plan – Lot Consolidation 



Site Plan - Proposed

Main Level Main Level 



Cheney - Main Level 



Cheney - Lower Level 



Cheney - Upper Level 



Elevation - School Street



Elevation – North



Rendering - School Street



Bennet - Lower Level (Cafeteria Addition)



Elevation - Cafeteria



Approvals to Date

• Manchester Referendum
• State Historic Preservation Office
• Manchester Zoning Board of Appeals

November 2014 
July 2015     
July 2015  

• Cheney Brothers Historic Commission August 2015
• Manchester Planning and Zoning August 2015



Schedule

• Complete Construction Documents October 2015
• BoE Approval November 2015
• Construction Start Winter 2016
• Occupancy Summer 2017
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