
    

 

MANCHESTER BOARD OF EDUCATION 
REGULAR MEETING 

MONDAY, JULY 13, 2015  
 

Board Of Education Mtg.     7:00 P.M. – Hearing Rm. 
        Lincoln Center 
 
             
A. OPENING 

1) Call to order 
2) Pledge of Allegiance 
3) Approval of Board of Education Minutes – June 22, 2015   A – 3  
4) Approval of Special Meeting Minutes – June 29, 2015    A – 4  
    

B. CONSENT CALENDAR 
 1)   Personnel Information        B – 1  
 2)   Establish an appropriation for FY15-17 for the preliminary grant award B – 2  
       amount of $64,261, under the Individuals with Disabilities Education 
       Improvement Act (IDEA) 619 grant. 
 3)   Establish an appropriation for FY15-17 for the preliminary grant award B – 3  
       amount of $1,658,730, under the Individuals with Disabilities Education 
       Improvement Act (IDEA) 611 grant. 
 4)   Establish an appropriation for FY15-16 for the Medicaid Grant in the   B – 4  
       amount of $200,000. 
 5)   Establish an appropriation for FY15-16 for the Summer School Program, B – 5  
       Funded by tuition payments in the amount of $40,000. 
 6)   Establish an appropriation for FY15-16 for the State Teachers’ Retirement B – 6  
       Grant in the amount of $626,409. 
        
C. COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 None 
 
D. PUBLIC COMMENTS (any item before the board)  
 
E. SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT  

1)   Update on Teacher and Administrator Evaluation Instruments – Mrs. Vonetta 
       Romeo-Rivers, Director of Performance, Evaluation and Talent Development 
2)   Update on Building Projects – Mr. Matthew Geary, Superintendent of Schools 
 

F. UNFINISHED BUSINESS – 
 None 
 
 
 
 
 
 



    

 

G. NEW BUSINESS  -  
 1)  Extension of Superintendent’s Contract 
 
       Recommended Action: Authorize the Board Chair to sign the agreement 
       with Mr. Geary on behalf of the Board of Education for the purposes of employing 
       Mr. Geary as our Superintendent of Schools July 1, 2015 – June 30, 2018. 
 
 2)  Adoption of 2015-16 Teacher & Administrator Evaluation Instruments 
 
       Recommended Action:  Move to adopt 2015-16 Teacher and Administrator Evaluation 
       Instruments.  
 
 H. PUBLIC COMMENTS (comments limited to items on tonight’s agenda) 
 
I. COMMUNICATIONS 
 1)  Student Representatives – Ms. Lori Fogg and Ms. Shania Stanton   
 
J. ITEMS FOR FUTURE AGENDAS 
 
K. ADJOURNMENT 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Welcome to the Manchester Board of Education meeting.  Observers are always welcome.  
The following instructions are to assist those who wish to speak during the Public Comment 
session(s): 
 
1) Print your name and address on the sign-in sheet at the podium for accurate record 

keeping. 
2) State your name and address for the record.  Students state name only. 
3) First Session:  Three minute time limit for any item that may come before the Board.  

Listen for the bell. 
4) Second Session:  Comments must be limited to items on the Board’s agenda for this 

meeting.  The Board Chair has the discretion to limit comment time. 
5) Written statements may be substituted for Board members if time runs out for speaker. 
6) Immediate replies to questions/concerns should not be expected (Board 

Chair/Superintendent’s discretion). 
7) Inappropriate topics:  Confidential information, personal issues and legal concerns.  

Please avoid derogatory and profane language.  Board of Education Policy #1220. 
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PERSONNEL INFORMATION 

APPOINTMENTS 

Confirming the appointment of Sophia Krisch as Elementary Principal at Martin Elementary 
School effective July 1, 2015, (Elementary Principals (220 days) Step 4, $126,324.  Ms. Krisch 
received a Sixth Year Certificate in Educational Leadership and a Master of Arts in Curriculum 
and Instruction degree at University of Connecticut.  Ms. Krisch resides in East Hampton. 

Kelly Udelsman to be a Science teacher at Manchester High School.  Ms. Udelsman received a 
Bachelor of Science in Biology Education degree at Southern Connecticut State University.  Ms. 
Udelsman resides in Woodbridge.  It is recommended that her appointment be approved effective 
August 24, 2015 (BA/Step 5, $49,716). 

Laura DeMartino to be a Family and Consumer Science teacher at Manchester High School.  Ms. 
DeMartino received a Bachelor of Science in Rehabilitation and Disability Study degree at 
Springfield College.  Ms. DeMartino resides in Tolland.  It is recommended that her appointment 
be approved effective August 24, 2015 (BA/Step 1, $43,611). 

Rosalia Ruberto to be an Art teacher at Illing Middle School.  Ms. Ruberto received a Master of 
Arts in Art Education degree at Central Connecticut State University.  Ms. Ruberto resides in 
Glastonbury.  It is recommended that her appointment be approved effective August 24, 2015 
(MA/Step 6, $54,950). 

Cynthia DeJesus to be the Education Manager for the Head Start Program.  Ms. DeJesus 
received a Bachelor of Science in Early Childhood Education degree at Eastern Connecticut 
State University.  Ms. DeJesus resides in East Hampton.  It is recommended that her appointment 
be approved effective August 24, 2015 (BA+15/Step 1, $44,920). 

Christopher Driscoll to be a Special Education teacher at Manchester High School.  Mr. Driscoll 
received a Master of Arts in Education degree at College of Saint Elizabeth.  Mr. Driscoll resides 
in South Glastonbury.  It is recommended that his appointment be approved effective August 24, 
2015 (MA/Step 10, $65,418). 

Nicole Milewski to be an English teacher at Manchester High School.  Ms. Milewski received a 
Bachelor of Arts in Secondary Education degree at Fairfield University.  Ms. Milewski resides in 
Newington.  It is recommended that her appointment be approved effective August 24, 2015 
(BA+15/Step 3, $47,536). 

Chanel Curtin to be a STEM Specialist at Buckley Elementary School.  Ms. Curtin received a 
Master of Science in Science Education degree at Central Connecticut State University.  Ms. 
Curtin resides in Bristol.  It is recommended that her appointment be approved effective August 
24, 2015 (MA+30/Step 8, $64,109). 
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Jeffrey Labasi to be a Biology teacher at Manchester High School.  Mr. Labasi received a Master 
of Arts in Science Education degree at University of Connecticut.  Mr. Labasi resides in Durham.  
It is recommended that his appointment be approved effective August 24, 2015 (MA+30/Step 5, 
$57,130). 

Christopher LeSure to be a Science teacher at Manchester High School.  Mr. LeSure received a 
Master of Science in Secondary Education degree at Eastern Connecticut State University.  Mr. 
LeSure resides in Vernon.  It is recommended that his appointment be approved effective August 
24, 2015 (MA/Step 5, $52,769). 

Kassandra Holder to be a Physical Education/Health teacher at Manchester High School.  Ms. 
Holder received a Bachelor of Science in Physical Education degree at Eastern Connecticut State 
University.  Ms. Holder resides in Manchester.  It is recommended that her appointment be 
approved effective August 24, 2015 (BA/Step 2, $44,920). 

Sarah Forte to be an English teacher at Manchester High School.  Ms. Forte received a Master of 
Arts in Curriculum and Instruction degree at University of Connecticut.  Ms. Forte resides in 
East Hartford.  It is recommended that her appointment be approved effective August 24, 2015 
(MA/Step 1, $46,228). 

RESIGNATIONS 

Sherry McCullough, Language Arts teacher at Manchester High School has submitted a letter of 
resignation for personal reasons effective the end of business on June 30, 2015.  Ms. 
McCullough has been with Manchester Public Schools since August 29, 2011.  It is 
recommended that her request be approved. 

Marsha Testa, Language Arts teacher at Manchester High School has submitted a letter of 
resignation for retirement purposes effective the end of business on June 30, 2015.  Ms. Testa 
has been with Manchester Public Schools since August 25, 1999.  It is recommended that her 
request be approved. 

Charles Solarz, Science teacher at Manchester High School has submitted a letter of resignation 
for personal reasons effective the end of business on June 30, 2015.  Mr. Solarz has been with 
Manchester Public Schools since August 26, 2013.  It is recommended that his request be 
approved. 

Dominic Marino, Music teacher at Manchester High School has submitted a letter of resignation 
for retirement purposes effective the end of business on June 30, 2015.  Mr. Marino has been 
with Manchester Public Schools since March 19, 2003.  It is recommended that his request be 
approved. 

Michelle Ignatowicz, District-wide Art teacher has submitted a letter of resignation for personal 
reasons effective the end of business on June 30, 2015.  Ms. Ignatowicz has been with 
Manchester Public Schools since August 26, 2013.  It is recommended that her request be 
approved. 
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Mia Mitoma, Science teacher at Manchester High School has submitted a letter of resignation for 
personal reasons effective the end of business on July 1, 2015.  Ms. Mitoma has been with 
Manchester Public Schools since January 26, 2009.  It is recommended that her request be 
approved. 
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