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[bookmark: _GoBack]Dear Washington Orchestra Families, 
The students have been working hard this year on their instruments, and I just wanted to give everyone an update on how things were going.  

[image: ]The 5th grade orchestra students have been working very hard this year, they picked up where they left off at the end of last year and are continuing to progress.  They are working on reading and playing new rhythms including half note slow bows and eighth note fast bows.    
5th grade orchestra is also preparing for the winter concert on December 14 at 2PM and 7PM.  Students are expected to be at BOTH PERFORMANCES!!  
· Students are working on two songs for the concert, Jolly Old St. Nicholas, and Chanukah, Chanukah
· Students are also working on the tone of their playing, making sure they do not sound like a robot when they play, but they sound like a person singing. This is done by using more bow while playing.
· Students have been learning the songs in small parts or phrases and should start to put those phrases together into an entire song.  
· Students have been working on these songs in before school orchestra on the stage Monday mornings from 8:30-8:55am.  Students will be able to eat breakfast after orchestra.
· It is very important that every 5th grader makes every effort possible to get to these valuable before school rehearsals.  
The 4th grade orchestra is doing very well this year.  Students are mastering how to hold their instruments following the steps that they learned in class. 
· They are learning to read and play the notes on the D-String 
· Using the fingers on their left hand to change the pitch of the string from D, E, F#, and G
· They are also learning the shape their right hand will be when they use the bow in the future.  
· They are practicing this shape on a straw following 5 steps. (Page 7&8 of the Essential Elements book)
Please continue to encourage your student to practice every day!  I recommend practicing for a minimum of 60 minutes a week, and break it up to be about 10 minutes a day.  The only way to get better at these instruments is to play them every day!  
[image: http://clipartist.net/clipartist.net/cello_black_white_clipartist.net-999px.png]If you have any questions, please contact me any time by email (sjordan@mpspride.org) or leave a message for me at your child’s school.  
[image: ][image: ][image: black and white rendering of a cello]Thank your for your continued support,


Sarah Jordan 
Elementary Orchestra Teacher
Washington, Buckley, Highland Park, Waddell, Verplanck
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