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MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
 

          School time is valuable time for your children.  The school day begins at 9:05 and ends at 3:25 at 
Robertson School.  Every minute of each day is important.  We are concerned because of an increase in 
the number of times that some students are removed from school before the day is over.  The vast ma-
jority of our students have outstanding attendance records and spend every minute of each day in class.  
We certainly understand that occasionally a doctor or dentist appointment cannot be made at another 
time, but some students are being removed early on a regular basis, sometimes as often as two or three 
times per week.   
     The last 15 to 20 minutes of each day are extremely important.  Often the teacher will review the 
day’s learning activities, review homework assignments and give important reminders.  No student can 
afford to miss this time period regularly.  Just as we expect that each student will arrive at school on 
time in the morning, we expect that they will stay until 3:25 in the afternoon.  It is a parent’s obligation 
to assure that they do.    

     If you plan to remove your child early for a doctor appointment or 
some other important event that can’t be scheduled at another time 
we require that you send a note in the morning to your child’s 
teacher indicating this.  Thank you.  
 
So far this winter we have had one no-school day due to the weather.  Many parents have told me they 
just don’t know what to do with their children on these days because the weather is too nasty to play 
outside.  The solution is……………. 
have them read!  It’s the perfect opportunity to enjoy a good story.  You may even want to read with 
them and share the fun!  
 
The school day missed due to winter weather has moved the last scheduled day of school to Friday, June 
13.  So far, the snow make-up day is Friday, June 13 (A-Day) 
 
Stuart Wolf 
Principal 



DRESS FOR COLD WEATHER 
 
January and February are the two coldest months 
of the year in Connecticut.  Students should dress 
warmly, bringing a hat, gloves or mittens, and a 
winter coat to school each day.  We plan to go 
outdoors for lunch recess every day, unless the 
weather is inclement or extremely cold, so it is 
truly important that students are appropriately 
dressed. 
 
If your child is in need of a warm winter coat, 
mittens, a scarf or a hat, please call the school at 
860-647-3372, and ask for Mrs. Prager, our 
School Social Worker. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BOXTOPS FOR EDUCATION 
 

This is just a reminder that we still collect the 
“Box Tops for Education” that can be found on 
many of the General Mills products.  Please con-
tinue to clip them and save them for our next 
“Box Top Race.”  We are able to trade-in the box 
tops for a monetary reward that we can use to 
purchase extra equipment and supplies and help 
defray the cost of field trips.  Thank you to so 
many of you who have participated in our “Box 
Top Races” so far this year. 
 
 
 
 
 

ABSENCE NOTES 
 

Please remember that whenever your child is absent from 
school, for any reason, they must bring a note from their 
parent/guardian explaining the reason for their absence.  
It can be a simple note that states that they were ill.  
Even if you call in and report the absence on our ab-
sence line, state law says that you must still send in a 
note when your child returns to school.  Thank you for 
your assistance with this. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

VALUABLE ITEMS IN SCHOOL 
 

Our Parent/Student handbook states that there are certain 
items that should not be brought to school.  This is a 
good time of year for a reminder.  Electronic games or 
other electronic gear, radios, games, pagers or trading 
cards are among the items that should not be brought to 
school.  All of these can cause a distraction from instruc-
tion.  Also, gum and candy are not allowed in school.  
This is not a complete list and other items may be ex-
cluded from school, at the discretion of staff members.  
Students will be given a warning upon the first violation 
of this rule.  Continued violations will result in school 
staff removing the item(s) from the student’s possession.  
It is each student’s responsibility to ensure the safety of 
his or her own personal belongings.  If something has a 
significant monetary or personal value, the item should 
not be brought to school.  The school is not responsible 
for lost or stolen personal property.  



 
 
 

90 MINUTE DELAY SCHEDULE 
 

When school opens 90 minutes late the entire morning routine changes: 
 
Students should NOT arrive at school before 10:15 because there is no supervision before that 
time. 
 
The school day will begin at 10:35 and it will end at 3:25 for all of our students.   
 
Morning buses run 90 minutes later than usual.  (For example, if your child’s bus 
usually picks them up at 8:20, it will come at approximately 9:50.)  Afternoon 
buses will run on their regular schedule. 
 

NO BREAKFAST IS SERVED WHEN THERE IS A DELAYED OPENING.  CHIL-
DREN SHOULD PLAN TO EAT BREAKFAST AT HOME ON THOSE DAYS. 

 

We do serve lunch on delayed opening days, but there is no recess. 
 
All school cancellations, delays and early dismissals will be automatically an-
nounced to your phone number on file at school through the district’s “School 
Messenger” service.  The school no longer makes phone calls.  Please be sure 
that we have your updated phone contact information on file.  
 
Other sources for information about school closings, early dismissal or delayed 
opening are WTIC radio (1080 on the AM dial) and TV channels 3, 8, 30 or 61.  
All will have up to the minute information.  
 
PLEASE KEEP THIS NOTICE HANDY THROUGH THE RE-
MAINING WINTER MONTHS. 



Physical Education News 
 
 

Jump Rope for Heart! 
 
On February 10, 11, and 12, all 
Robertson students will participate 
in our annual Jump Rope for Heart 
event to raise funds for the Ameri-
can Heart Association.  Jump Rope 
for Heart is a special event that 
raises funds for the American Heart 
Association’s fight against heart dis-
ease and stroke.  Millions of stu-
dents have “jumped” while learning 
about heart health and how nutri-
tion and physical activity can help 
them live longer, healthier lives.  
This activity also promotes commu-
nity service by teaching our stu-
dents how they can help others. 
 
The event will take place during 
your child's regularly scheduled 
Physical Education class.  Collection 
envelopes were sent home the end 
of January and should be returned 
with the donation reports on the 
day your child participates in the 
event. 
 
 

February Library News 
 
Did you know that the Robertson Library 
has a display case? Does your child have 
a collection they would like to share with 
the school? We would love to have it in 
our display case for a week or two. If you 
have any questions please speak with 
Mr. Hadge in the library. Applications for 
the display case are available in the li-
brary. 
 
The month of January was a difficult 
month for book returns. If you received a 
notice for an overdue book for your child 
please help them look for it and return it 
to the library as soon as possible. Thanks 
for your help! 
 
The K-8 Resource web page can link you 
and your child to many of the sites they 
use in school every day along with giving 
you access to the Robertson Library 
catalog.  Book mark this page on your 
computer for easy access at any time: 
http://mhsweb.townofmanchester.org/
library/k8resources.htm  
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Music News 
 

Happy February Everyone! 
 
This month in Music, 12 of our talented fifth graders will be chosen to be a 
part of the Town-wide Chorus.  The Town-wide Chorus consists of 108 5th 
graders from all over Manchester, and they will start rehearsals in a few 
weeks.  Once we have prepared our repertoire, these 12 Robertson students 
will be singing with the others chosen from the rest of the elementary schools 
at Manchester High school on April 10th.  This is an outstanding honor and 
privilege for our students and I can’t wait to hear our auditions.  A new group 
of “Musician of the Month” students have also been chosen, so please feel 
free to stop by the Music Room and see what shining faces are posted in the 
hallway. 
 
Have a musical month! 
Miss Grieco 
 
 



Art News 
 

Kindergarteners explored painting 
with paint brushes and ordinary ob-
jects, like printing with a pencil 
eraser. Now students are using verti-
cal and horizontal paper strips to 
create a design for when we paint 
in our primary colors: red, blue, and 
yellow. 
 
1st Graders are drawing and paint-
ing. They are learning to create an 
illusion by showing things that look 
near and far away. This done by 
drawing things bigger close up and 
smaller further away. They are con-
tinuing to notice the foreground, 
mid-ground and background within  
a picture.  
 
2nd Graders are in their sculpture 
unit where they are using their skills 
from first grade, making a Greek 
clay pot. Now they are adding 
parts by scoring and slip, pinching 
and pulling to create the penguin 
shape. We talked about how many 
things are made from clay such as 
cups, plates, and vases. 
 
3rd Graders are making stuffed 
snow people in their fiber unit. The 
skills in this unit prepare students to 
sew a rip in their clothes. They will 
learn to cut out a pattern, knotting, 
threading a needle and sewing a 
running stitch. 
 
 

4th Graders are working on a co-
operative activities and are doing terrifi-
cally! They need to decide together on 
their design, the colors, where to put 
them, and who will do what part. 
 
5th Graders are on their fiber unit. Since 
they are talented sewers we are doing 
two activities. The first is a pillow and the 
second is either a hand applique bag 
or bookmark.    
 
Congratulations to ALL The LUTZ MU-
SEUM Artists!!!!! It was so much fun at the 
Art Opening with you!!!!!   
Here are The Lutz Museum Artists: 
 
Rania Bouchemla Michelle Scott 
Malik Mendez  John Briones 
Athena Lavigne  Javin Rivera 
Naayra Desai  Lawrence Mensah 
Rhea Hossain  Danielle Adams 
Adithya Anand  Ola Taha 
Adrianna Neil  Vama Deshmukh 
Marwa Bouchemla Lana Layno 
Meenakshi Sankaran Makaela Scott 
Ali Brown   Milani Jennings 
Nafisa Tarafder  Danyela Rivera 
Sanika Surose  Elaineh Paulino 
Melaney Rivera  Cassandra Zajac 
Lana Harris  Marcus Almonte 
Alexandria McDowell Raul Rao 
Breeana Kennedy Gabby Gajewski 
Trayona Cheatem Cipriano Cummings 
Juliana Foster  Hilary Scott 
Arriannah Cross  Mukta Dixit 
Erin Watt   Maria Calabrese 
Shalom Acheampong Jayvon Taylor 
Kyla Melhado  Tyonna Tyson 
Nicholas Milligin  Ty’liyah McDade 
Omkar Yawale  Summer Watt 



February Newsletter Multiple Abilities Room 19 
 
After a nice holiday break, students got back to work.  Skills they’re 
working on include:   

Answering the 5 WH questions (who, what, where, when and why);  
Putting words in the correct order to form a sentence that matches 

a picture; 
Identifying coins and their values; 
Counting by 5s;    

In addition, we discussed Martin Luther King Jr. and read, Happy 
Birthday Martin Luther King by Jean Marzollo.  We made Martin Lu-
ther King figures out of paper towel tubes.  We have also been learning 
about penguins.  We filled out a K-W-L chart.  We wrote on the board 
what we already knew about penguins.  Students then listened to a read 
aloud and added new facts to the list.  Students wrote facts on sen-
tence strips and put them on our penguin bulletin board.  We are also 
completing other activities and watching related videos.    
 
 
 



 

Kindergarten Newsletter     
 

 February  2014 

Activity:  Look for numbers while you are out and 
about. See if your child can say the number. 

Science/Social Studies 
In science, the students are learning about the five senses. 
 
Our Second Step lessons are focusing on empathy.  
 
We learned about Martin Luther King, Jr. and his dream. 
 

Math 
 

  The students are beginning to 
demonstrate the understanding of 
how objects can be joined by rep-
resenting addition in various ways. 
The topic lays the foundation for 
later work with subtraction.  
Please practice the  math facts that 
were sent home with your child. 

Language Arts 
 
 The Kindergarten students 
are enjoying the Mondo 
reading program. We are 
currently reading At Work. 
The children spend five 
days working with each 
text. During our work sta-
tions the children practice 
comprehension skills and 
sight words. 



News From  First Grade 
 
Your children are darling and we are really enjoying working with them.  In 
Reading/Language Arts we continue to read daily in our Guided Reading 
groups and work cooperatively in literacy centers. During this time, the chil-
dren are learning to apply comprehension skills, such as visualizing and infer-
ring. 
 
Writers in first grade have published their own Narrative story, and have begun 
Informational writing.  This involves non-fiction writing using both writing and 
drawing to teach about a topic.  We are working towards writing our own in-
formational books.   
 
In Math, we have begun working on addition and subtraction facts to 20.  We 
are also counting by tens, adding two-digit numbers, doubles, working with 
tens and ones, and reading number words.  We certainly appreciate all of the 
math fact practice you do at home with your child; it makes a tremendous dif-
ference in their ability and confidence. 
 
In Social Studies we spent much time remembering and discussing Martin Lu-
ther King, Jr.  This month, the major themes will be Black History month, Chinese 
New Year, President’s Day and Ground Hog day.   We are also continuing with 
the “Second Step” series, teaching lessons on how to control our emotions 
and how to solve social problems we may encounter. Students who can iden-
tify their emotions accurately tend to be more socially and emotionally com-
petent.  In addition to using situational information, students can also use inter-
nal physical clues, such as a fast heartbeat or stomachache, to identify their 
emotions. 
 
The 100th day of school is February 6th – of course, pending any snow days.   It is 
hard to believe we are already more than half way through the year!   
 



Second Grade News 
 

Reading 
 

All of the second graders are participating in the Robertson Genre Reading challenge during the months of 
January and February.  There isn’t much time left to read the eight genres: fiction, picture book or chapter 
book, animal fantasy story, folktale, poetry, nonfiction informational text, fairy tale, and fable.  Fill in your 
reading genre bingo sheet and pass it in by Friday, February 28th.  Happy reading!!! 
 

Math 
The students have been adding and subtracting two‐digit numbers. They have learned how to regroup, and 
are using these skills to solve real life word problems. In our next unit of study we will begin to work on 
"Strategies to Add and Subtract within 1000”. This unit is designed to help students solidify their under‐
standing of place value to 1,000. Using a variety of manipulatives, students create and count bundles in 
tens and hundreds. They practice adding and subtracting in multiples of ten and one hundred. Some of the 
lessons will use the context of money and will provide multiple opportunities for students to count by five, 
ten and twenty‐five. Other lessons will be algebraic in nature and will encourage students to search for pat‐
terns and generalizations. It is more important than ever that the children study and memorize their basic 
number facts. Knowing them by heart will make it easier to add and subtract multi‐digit numbers. 
 

Social Studies 
In February we celebrate Presidents’ Day and Black History Month. The children will read and explore many 
biographies and other non‐fiction literature about famous African Americans and U.S. Presidents. 
 

Another day that we will be reading about and exploring is Groundhog Day. Groundhog Day is a traditional 
North American festival that has its roots embedded in folklore and legend. According to the legend of 
Groundhog Day, which takes place on the second of February, the groundhog's behavior is a way of fore‐
casting the weather. If the groundhog pops its head out of its burrow, sees its shadow and then goes back 
in again, it will mean that wintry weather will continue for six more weeks. If the groundhog does not see 
its shadow, then it will not be scared to come out of its burrow, which signifies that the wintry weather will 
soon end. The town of Punxsutawney, Pennsylvania, holds a Groundhog Day celebration that features a 
groundhog named Punxsutawney Phil and has gained widespread recognition. 
 

Science 
In Science, the students are using the scientific method to explore solids and liquids.   
The scientific method is a great tool for scientific discovery and for coming up with sound scientific conclu‐
sions.  This method can be broken down into five simplified steps.   
Define the problem. Decide what you want to find out from your project.  (Question) 
Observe/Gather data. In this step, collect information related to the problem.   
Think about it/Predict. The special name for this is hypothesizing. Predict an answer to your problem, 
based on the information you found.  Look for patterns in the data that might lead to a reasonable predic‐
tion.  
Experiment. Design, perform, and analyze experiments to test your hypothesis.   
Form conclusions.    Answer the questions at the start and describe what you learned. 
When your child comes home, ask them about how they used these steps to learn more about solids and 
liquids. 



Mrs. Case’s Monthly Classroom News 
 

If you have any questions, comments, or concerns, please feel free to contact Mrs. Case at 
b51scase@manchesterct.gov. 

MATH- We will be starting unit 4: Exploring Data and Measurement. In this unit, we will 
be: 
 *Solving problems involving measurement and estimation of intervals of time, liquid, vol-
umes, and masses of objects.  
*Representing and interpreting data, and using bar and picture graphs. 
 

Some ways to support this unit at home are: 
 

*Give your child opportunities to collect data and organize it on a table. They can use the 
number of letters in family member’s names, specific items in the home, or coins in their 
piggy bank. Once the data is collected, your child can choose how to represent that data. 
(picture graph or bar graph)  
*Using the analog clock to tell time to the minute. 
* Explore liquid measurement at home by allowing your child to measure in ounces and li-
ters. Give examples of items at home that use the same unit of measure. 

READING- We will be analyzing the structure of literature written by Ann Cameron. 
She writes “The Stories Julian Tells” “More Stories Julian Tells” and “Julian, Dream Doctor”. We 
will look at the point-of-view of each text and how it helps the style of Cameron’s stories. 
 

Also, we will be reading some African American Poetry, and understanding how each 
stanza contributes to the main message of the entire poem.  
 

We will also look at figurative language, and how this makes literature interesting, and how 
we need to know the real meaning to fully understand this language.  

 WRITING- We will be working on typing skills using “Type to Learn” to teach us the 
proper hand positions and strategies to help memorize where letters are on the keyboard. 
 

We will also be working on our informational pieces. We all chose a topic and conducted 
further research to make sure we are an expert on our topics! We will be organizing that re-
search into 3 paragraphs, in addition to a catchy beginning and a concluding paragraph! 
Stay tuned for our final drafts! 
 

Reminders: 
*Homework is assigned Monday-Thursday, and Friday Folders are given to inform you of pro-
gress. 
*The Read-at-Home Program is still on! Please be sure to return signed BINGO sheets on Feb-
ruary 28th.  
*If your phone number or e-mail address has changed, please be sure to let Mrs. Case 
know! 



What’s Happening in Mrs. Dergosits’ Class… 
 

 
 
Did you know that a classroom Rock Star is chosen every few weeks? How does a student get cho-
sen to be the Rock Star? Well, there are certain criteria that must be met… 
The student must… 

complete all of his/her homework. 
stay on Green (Purple is even better)! 
follow the Robertson Core Values: Be Respectful, Be Responsible, and Be Safe. 
complete his/her classroom job.try his/her BEST!!!              

 
                                                                        

The most special part of being the Rock Star is that the students and teachers make a poster cele-
brating the Rock Star’s hard work! Each student and teacher writes a personal message to the Rock 
Star that is put on the poster. A large photo of the Rock Star is placed on top and cool guitars deco-
rate the remaining space!  
 

 
 

Chinese New Year Bulletin Board 
 

Mrs. Dergosits’ Class created an outstanding bulletin board for the Robertson School hallway. Each 
student researched about Chinese New Year using books and the Internet. They found interesting 
facts and wrote them in their own words. Then, they chose their favorite facts to share. These sen-
tences were revised and then typed. This year is the Year of the Horse. To complete the project, 
each student designed a horse head in his/her own creative way. The color red was used throughout 
the bulletin board because red, corresponding with fire, symbolizes good fortune and joy. Red is 
found everywhere during Chinese New Year and other holidays and family gatherings. A red enve-
lope is a monetary gift, which is given in Chinese society during holiday or special occasions. The 
red color of the packet symbolizes good luck. The bulletin board is located between rooms 3 and 5 
in the display case. If you’re at Robertson, please come see their original and interesting work! 

                                                              
***Please refer to Mrs. Dergosits’ Thursday Folder to get specific subject news and your third grad-
ers behavior colors for the week. If you have any questions or concerns please write a note in the 
Thursday Folder, call (860-647-3372), or Email (b51kderg@manchesterct.gov).  
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Mrs. Mercedes’ Class Newsletter 
 

Reading 
During January we read various genres such as: fables, folktales, realistic fiction, and fantasy. 
Then we synthesized the events in the story to then identify the theme, which is also known as 
the “author’s message.” The author wants the reader to learn some lesson or take away some 
sort of message after reading their book, which could apply to our own lives. We learned that 
fables are stories that have a moral/lesson and folktales are stories that have been told for 
generation by “word of mouth” before books were even around. Many different cultures told 
these folktales, or porquois, as ways to pass down stories explaining why things in nature were 
the way they were. For example, stories were told to explain why cats and dogs do not get 
along in a book we read called, Asian Folktales. We also have been learning how to respond to 
our reading by echoing the question and making sure we are including details/examples from 
the text as evidence to support our answers. We are also doing this in discussions at school 
with our classmates to practice our listening and speaking skills. Then we play a game called, 
“My partner said…” and get tickets if we can remember what our partner said. It is a lot of 
fun, but you have to make sure you’re listening and questioning your partner to help you remem-
ber those details. Try this at home! 
 

Math 
In math we are finishing up a unit that entails several skills including rounding, estimating, add-
ing/subtracting 3-digit numbers and multiplying multiples of ten. We also are working on identi-
fying patterns, their rule, and completing patterns that have missing numbers. Multi-step prob-
lems are tricky, but we are taking our time identifying the numbers in the problem, what they 
mean, and how we can use them to solve the problem. We are even using letters for our un-
known number. That is called a variable! It is so exciting to start exploring algebra in third 
grade. We are working really hard at mastering our facts, but we need to keep on practicing at 
home too. Our goal is to master all of our facts for addition, subtraction, multiplication, and 
division. We can do it!  
 
 
 
 

 
Here is a multi-step problem for you to try at home: 

 



Fourth Grade News 
 
 
Dear Families, 

Fourth grade has had a very busy month back at school. We have started 
our science unit on magnets and electricity. Please ask your child what they have 
learned so far. Also ask them what metals magnets can attract.  

In reading and writing we have spent a lot of time discussing nonfiction ele-
ments. The students have started writing a book about an endangered animal. 
They also took a writing prompt. Talk to your child about their story! 

In math, our fourth graders have just completed their unit on rounding and 
estimation. They have learned how to round to the tens, hundreds and thousands 
place in a number. This was a challenging unit that we will be coming back to in 
the spring. We are currently studying fractions. This unit will span across several 
weeks. It’s important that all students have their basic facts mastered in order 
to be successful. PLEASE PRACTICE FACTS with your child.  

February is Black History Month and in social studies we are taking a break 
from our regions and starting a unit on the Underground Railroad.  There have 
been some wonderful discussions and questions.  

Please remember to keep practicing basic facts at home. At this point your 
child should have mastered addition and subtraction and be making progress in 
multiplication and division.  They are also expected to read for 20 minutes EVERY 
night. Of course they can read for longer!  

We are excited to share great news! Our fourth graders have been given a 
chance to visit the Connecticut Science Center in Hartford. The science center 
came to Robertson to conduct experiments on the water cycle. We will be going 
to the Science Center for a field trip in February. If you are interested in being 
a chaperone for this trip, please let us know!   

 
Sincerely, 
Miss Brini & Miss Coll 
 



Fifth Grade News 
 
LANGUAGE ARTS- Fifth grade classes continue to investigate the Fantasy genre.  We have been reading fairy 
tales and stories with magical creatures and have been analyzing their story elements.  We found morals/lessons 
as we studied Aesop’s fables.  A comparative study of the classic Cinderella story with versions from around the 
world is being conducted. It is very interesting to notice that the main heroines, or in some cases, hero (the Ha-
waiian version entitled Sumo-rella), have similar struggles and traits that enable them to find solutions to their 
problems.   
Black History Month-February is also Black History Month and each class is focusing on researching Famous 
"First" African Americans.  There have been many African Americans who have left their mark on American cul-
ture, many of whom are not mentioned in our history books.  Each student will focus on one African American who 
has made a difference in our society and was the "first" to accomplish a goal in their field. They will create a 
poster project which will be displayed in our 5th Grade hallway, in the hopes of educating other students about 
their important contributions. Ask your students what they are learning about in class and have some open and 
honest discussions with them!   
SCIENCE- We continue to study the unit of senses.  Hands-on experiments and investigations allow for better 
understanding of these concepts.  During this month students are reviewing past science topics in preparation for 
the 5th Grade Science CMT test.  These topics include, the water cycle, rock formations, magnets, matter and 
much more!  Doing simple science experiments around the house with items that you can find right in your kitchen 
will help peak your child’s interest in this subject.  So try an experiment on the weekend (search online or go to 
the library and borrow a science experiment book)—you’ll be having fun together and learning something new at 
the same time! 
MATH- The Math classes have been working on different long division strategies.  They do not appear like the 
ones we adults have learned “during our time” but they are designed to make the process of long division more ef-
ficient.  We encourage you to take a look at their notes and have them show you how these are done.  Another 
unit we are working on this month is Algebra.  We have studied different algebraic phrases and have written them 
in number sentences, which include a variable and some operation symbols.  We also use the P.E.M.D.A.S. method 
for solving problems with multiple operations.  
Report card conference schedules will be sent home during the last week of February.  Conferences will 
take place on during the third week of March.  Be sure to fill in a preferred time slot and have you child 
return this form to school as soon as possible.   
Thank you for your support this month! 

 



NON-DISCRIMINATION STATEMENT 

Manchester Public Schools is committed to a policy of equal opportunity/affirmative 
action for all qualified persons. Manchester Public Schools does not discriminate in any employment prac-

tice, education program, or educational activity on the basis of race, color, religious creed, sex, age, national 
origin, ancestry, marital status, sexual orientation, gender identity or expression, disability (including, but 

not limited to, intellectual disability, past or present history of mental disorder, physical disability or learn-
ing disability), genetic information, or any other basis prohibited by Connecticut state and/or federal nondis-
crimination laws. Manchester Public Schools does not unlawfully discriminate in employment and licensing 
against qualified persons with a prior criminal conviction. Inquiries regarding Manchester Public School’s 

nondiscrimination policies should be directed to: 
 

Terri Smith, Human Resources Specialist/Title IX Coordinator 
Manchester Public Schools 

45 North School Street 
Manchester, CT 06042 

860-647-3595 
 

Shelly Matfess, Assistant Superintendent for Pupil Personnel Services 
Section 504 Co-Coordinator 
Manchester Public Schools 

45 North School Street 
Manchester, CT 06042 

860-647-3452 or 
Suzanne Valade, Coordinator of School Health Services 

Section 504 Co-Coordinator 
Manchester Public Schools 

45 North School Street 
Manchester, CT 06042 

860-647-3324 

 
Title IX Notice 

 
Title IX is a federal law which states:  “No person in the United States shall on the basis of sex be excluded from participation in, be 
denied the benefits of, or be subjected to discrimination under any educational program or activity receiving federal assistance.” 
 
Manchester’s Title IX coordinator is: 
 

Terri Smith 
Manchester Public Schools 

45 North School Street 
Manchester, CT  06042 
Phone:  860-647-3595 
Fax:  860-647-3327 

 
 
 
 
The Title IX Coordinator is responsible for monitoring the overall implementation of Title IX for the school district and coordinating 
the institution’s compliance with Title IX in all areas covered by implementing regulations.  The major responsibility is the preven-
tion of sexual harassment and discrimination. 
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