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From the Principal’s Desk:  Mrs. Colavecchio 

Martin Elementary School 
Home & School Connection 

will all go to purchasing farm animals  for families in 
third world countries to help sustain themselves. 
 
We would also like to congratulate all of our Unified 
Sports athletes and their partners for an outstanding 
performance at this year’s annual Connecticut  Asso-
ciation of Schools Unified Sports Day held at Glaston-
bury High School on Saturday April 5, 2014.  Our Uni-
fied Sports team is being honored at the New Britain 
Rock Cats game on April 24th!  A special thanks to 
Mrs. Bonneau for all of her ongoing efforts! 
 
 
 
 
 
Our Grade 5 band, orchestra, and chorus students also 
just played at the town wide concerts this past week at 
Manchester High School.  A special thank you to Mrs. 
Valenti, Mr. Garrison, and Mr. Bretthauer for their out-
standing efforts and wonderful work with the students 
on a weekly basis! 
 
We hope all of you enjoy a wonderful spring vacation 
with your families next week.  All students will return 
on Monday, April 21!   
 
Enjoy the warmer weather and I hope you find some 
time to relax with those most important  to you!  Happy 
Spring! 
 
 
 
 
Mrs. Colavecchio 

Dear Martin Families: 
 
Spring has officially arrived at Martin, and it looks 
to be another busy end of the year!  This season can 
be very busy for children with out-
door activities, sports, and after 
school events.   
 
Please continue to work with your 
children in helping them keep homework a priority 
and making sure that school work is completed on a 
daily basis.  In this way, students are learning how to 
manage their time and feel proud of themselves in 
terms of working out their own schedules as they 
begin to progress up the grades. 
 
As is the case every spring, we are beginning to re-
view class information and put together lists for next 
school year.  If any parent would like to speak to me 
or has any questions, please feel free to contact the 
school office at (860) 647-3367.   
 
Class placement is a total team process at Martin, 
and all staff members have input into the group 
placements and classes for next school year.  We 
will also be using results from our benchmark as-
sessments as well that have happened throughout the 
year.   
 
All students in kindergarten 
through fifth grade will be begin-
ning the last NWEA assessments 
in May. 
 
We would also like to congratulate all of our stu-
dents in the Library ECHO Council who helped 
raise about $850 for the Heifer Project between 
spirit days and our Family Evening.  This money 
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From the Principal’s Desk, Continued 

If your child is going to be absent from school, please 
call at any time on the absentee line at (860) 647-3365.   
 
Please call daily and be as specific as 
possible with the information (how 
high the fever, etc.) on your child’s 
illness.  This message machine is on 
at all times, and all absences are monitored in the 
morning by office staff.    

Please make sure to send in a note to your child’s 
teacher if your child is going home by a different 
route than the usual manner.  If we do not receive 
a note or phone call, children will continue to go 
home on the bus or their daily routine.   
 
This will continue to ensure the 
safety of all students.  Thank you! 

Monday 4/14 to Friday 4/18: Spring Break 
Monday 4/21 to Friday 4/25 HOT School Artist-in- 
   Residence for all grades 
 
Wednesday, 23rd Yearbook Club 3:30-4:15 
 
Thursday, 24th Rock Soccer 3:30 
 
Friday, 25th  PTA Movie Night 
Friday, 25th  EHCOs 
 
Tuesday, 29th  Town Meeting 
 
Wednesday, 30th Mother/Son bowling 
Wednesday, 30th Nutmeg Night@Bennet  6:00 

If your home phone number, cell or 
work number changes, please make 
sure to notify the school office at (860) 

647-3367 or send a note into school as soon as 
possible.   
 
This information is essential to update in Info 
Snap to ensure we can reach someone in case of 
an emergency. 

If your child comes to school late for any reason, 
a parent or guardian is required to bring them 
into school and sign them into the office.   
 
There are no exceptions to this rule. 

Just a reminder that students are marked late to 
school if they are not in their classrooms when the 

second bell rings at 9:05 a.m.  The first 
bell rings at 8:55 a.m., and students can 
enter the building at that time. 

If you are planning on taking your child out of 
school early, it is important that 
we have a reason why they are 
leaving before school ends.  If you 
know ahead, please make sure to 
send a note in to your child’s 
classroom teacher with the written reason. 

Thursday, May 1st Rock Soccer 3:30 p.m. 
Thursday, May 1st 4th&5th grades Boston Brass at 
   MHS 9:45 
Monday, May 5th 3rd grade Audubon field trip 
 
Wednesday, May 7th Picture Day 
Wednesday, May 7th Yearbook Club 3:30-4:15 p.m. 
Wednesday, May 7th PTA Meeting  6:30 p.m. 
 
Thursday, May 8th 3rd Grade walking tour of  
   Manchester  9:00-2:00 p.m. 
Thursday, May 8th Rock Soccer 3:30 p.m. 
 
Friday, May 9th ECHOs 
Friday, May 9th 3rd grade @Oak Grove Nature 
   Center  9:00-2:00 p.m. 
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MANCHESTER PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
NON-DISCRIMINATION NOTICE 

 
It is the policy of Manchester Public Schools that no person shall be 
excluded from participation in, denied the benefits of, or otherwise 

discriminated against under any program, including educational and 
employment, because of race, color, religious creed, sex, age, na-

tional origin, ancestry, marital status, sexual orientation, mental retar-
dation or past/present history of mental disorder, learning disability or 

physical disability. 
 

The following person has been designated to 
 handle inquiries regarding the non-discrimination policies: 

 
Terri Smith, Human Resources Specialist 

Manchester Public Schools 
45 North School Street 
Manchester, CT 06042 

860-647-3595 

Library/Media Center:  Mrs. Plavin  

Upcoming PTA-sponsored events: 
 
 4/30 Mother/Son Bowling 
 
Volunteers always welcome!  See event 
flyers for contacts. 

 
Are you in the know?  
 
We send out reminders about key dates 
and events on a regular basis, get your-
self in the Martin loop today! 
 
 
Follow us on Facebook  
 
 
Sign up for PTA email: 
 Martin_School_PTA_@yahoo.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PTA Executive Board 
 

Co-President:    Sherry Norris 
Co-President:  Kim Mercier 
V. President:   Michelle Balthazrr 
Secretary:   Amanda Lythgoe 
Treasurer:                         Brittany Covill 

Nutmeg at Night 
 
We are eagerly looking forward to April 30th when 
14 of our students will join with 4th, 5th and 6th grad-
ers from across the district for our annual Nutmeg at 
Night event.   
 
The Nutmeg books comprise 10 titles chosen by a 
committee of Connecticut librarians and students.   
 
All year, we encourage our 4th and 5th graders to read 
and discuss these books.  We then invite our students 
who have read at least half of the booklist to partici-
pate in an evening of families coming together to eat 
pizza, followed by students gathering in teams to dis-
play their mastery of these books.   
 
Praise and prizes abound as student reading is pub-
licly celebrated. 
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Reading Specialist:  Ms. Bill 

Jump Start Kindergarten 
 
The Alliance Grant that Manchester received is 
enabling the town to offer Jump Start 
Kindergarten, a summer program for children 
entering kindergarten who have never attended 
preschool.   
 
This exciting program will prepare students for formal schooling in a 6 
week, half-day summer program.  The focus of  the program is to provide 
students with orientation to school and staff  and become accustomed to 
school routines.   
 
Curricular focus will include: literacy, numeracy, handwriting and social 
behavioral skills.  The program is free and is open to a select number of  
students.   
 
Children will be selected for the program through a lottery system and an 
application can be found on the Manchester Public Schools website.  For 
more information, please call (860) 647-3483. 

On April 2nd, teachers in grade 3 through 5, 
along with several paraprofessionals, participated in a 
vocabulary workshop during the afternoon professional 
development session.  The workshop 
provided teachers with information and 
resources on instructional practices that 
build students’ vocabulary through the 
study of Latin and Greek word roots.   

 
Many English words have a Latin or Greek base 

and one Latin root can be found in as many as twenty 
English words.  For example,  the Latin root vis which 
means “see” is in the words vision, visual, visit, and in-
visible.  Recognizing the root in a word can help a stu-
dent read and understand unfamiliar words.   

 
I will be working with teachers to implement the 

strategies and instructional practices presented in this 
workshop in the upcoming weeks. 
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Music News:  Mr. Bretthauer 

Congratulations to all Martin Band, 
Orchestra, and Chorus students who 
participated in the town wide music 
festivals this week at Manchester High 
School.   
 
The festivals are a great opportunity for 
the students to participate in a large 
ensemble, and also to get a glimpse of 
what the students at the Bennet, Illing, 
and Manchester high School performing 
groups are doing. 

Mrs. Valenti leading the town wide orchestra 

Mr. Bretthauer with  
the town wide chorus 

Mr. Garrison with  
the town wide band 
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Kindergarten News:  Mrs. Bride and Mrs. Eagleson 

In Writer’s Workshop students are 
learning how to use a rubric to as-
sess their writing skills. They are 
checking for the mechanics of their 
writing such as finger spacing, 
punctuation and starting a sentence with an uppercase 
letter.  Students are learning that if they use proper 
mechanics, their writing will be readable.   
 
Next, they check to see if they have a beginning, mid-
dle and ending to their story. Then, they check to see 
that they have answered the questions: Who, What, 
Where and How.  Students are proud of the progress 
they are making with their writing! 
 

Numeracy Coach:  Mrs. Ozmun 

Students are working on making an individualized 
goal for their reading. We are discussing ideas on 
ways to improve our reading skills.  Students will 
choose an area that they want to work on and they will 
then write a goal for that skill.  Be on the lookout for 
your child’s goal in 
their Friday Folder! 
 
Thank you for your 
continued support with 
your child’s learning.  
Enjoy the break and 
please read together 
every day. 

Our fourth and fifth grade students who have been 
participating in Martin’s Math Olympi-
ads program completed their final na-
tional contest in March.  This marks the 
end of the 2013-2014 Math Olympiads 
program.  The final results are being 
tallied across the country, and we will 
be holding a special celebration for our 
2013-2014 Martin Mustangs Math Olympiad Team 
after April vacation.   
 
Our sincerest congratulations to all of the students 
who participated and dedicated their Tuesday morn-
ings to solving some very challenging math prob-
lems!  In addition, Ms. Pietkevich and I would like to 
thank the families of these students for getting them 
to school early every Tuesday morning, and for sup-
porting them in their participation in the Math Olym-
piads program. 
 
On another note, on April 2, Ms. Leng, Mrs. Bor-
deaux and I had the opportunity to work with K-2 
teachers and a paraprofessional in presenting a Pro-
fessional Development session on Guided Math.   
 
Guided Math allows teachers to provide differenti-
ated instruction to meet the learning needs of each 
student, while providing students with multiple op-

portunities to practice problem solving in alignment 
with the Manchester and Common Core State Stan-
dards Curriculum.   
 
Guided Math also provides opportunities for students 
to work in small groups, with a partner and independ-
ently in math centers and math stations to practice 
multiple strategy problem solving as well as math flu-
ency and basic skills.  “The goal of Guided Math is for 
students to become proficient mathematicians who 
have conceptual understanding, procedural fluency, 
strategic competence, adaptive reasoning, and mathe-
matical confidence.” (Newton, p. 7)   
 
I will continue to support K– 5 teachers in their imple-
mentation of Guided Math as well as provide ongoing 
professional development in this area. 
 
As always, please continue to support daily math fact 
practice of addition, subtraction, multiplication and 
division facts, as math fact fluency is a critical ele-
ment to student success 
and confidence in math!  
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Second Grade News:   Mrs. Vincens, 
Mrs. Bordeaux and Mrs. Whidden 

First Grade News: Mrs. Bloomquist, Ms. Leng and Mrs. Knight 
Grade one has accomplished so much in one year!  
We have gone from just counting ones and tens in 
math, to adding and subtracting them in number sen-
tences and story problems, extending it to even dou-
ble-digits!   
 
In writing, we have taken writing a single sentence 
about a text to a full elaborative reader’s response.  
We have also begun composing our own non-fiction 
books in Writers’ Workshop, looking to create an ap-
propriate heading to go along with a set of written 
facts.   
 
Our MONDO Bookshop has helped us explore such 
things as: the author’s message, using background 
knowledge and prior experiences, telling the cause 
and effect, forming a rebus story, and extensive word 

The school district’s policy of nondiscrimination must 
be prominently included in each student handbook, 
bulletin, catalog, booklet, announcement, brochure, 
student application form or other publication distrib-
uted to students, potential students, parents, and any 
other persons benefiting from the school district’s ac-
tivities and programs.  The name and contact informa-
tion (office address, telephone number, fax number, 
email address) of the Title IX Coordinator must also be 
included in this announcement. 
 

Title IX Notice 
 

Title IX is a federal law which states:  “No person in the 
United States shall on the basis of sex be excluded 
from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be 
subjected to discrimination under any educational pro-
gram or activity receiving federal assistance.” 
 
Manchester’s Title IX coordinator is:  Terri Smith, Man-
chester Public Schools, 45 North School Street, Man-
chester, CT  06042, Phone:  860-647-3595, Fax:  860-
647-3327 

 
The Title IX Coordinator is responsible for monitoring 
the overall implementation of Title IX for the school 
district and coordinating the institution’s compliance 
with Title IX in all areas covered by implementing 
regulations.  The major responsibility is the prevention 
of sexual harassment and discrimination. 

In math, we are working on time.  Second graders are 
responsible for learning to tell time to 
the five minutes and we are also 
working on elapsed time.  As we are 
checking Xtra Math data, we have 
noticed that many students need addi-
tional practice with their math facts.  
The goal for all students is to master 95% of the facts 
in five minutes. 
 
In reading groups, we continue to focus on compre-
hension strategies.  We are now working on noticing 
how a character changes throughout a story and find-
ing evidence to support the character change. 
 
We will be working on writing poems, as April is Po-
etry Month.  It would be beneficial for your child to 
read over the Spring break.   
 
Have a wonderful vacation! 
 
 

work in our phonics lessons!   
 
We want to thank all our families for guiding and 
supporting our students, helping them to excel in 
what they do best: learning. 
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Fourth Grade News:   Mrs. Inkel, Ms. Tamsin and Mrs. King 

3rd Grade News:  Mrs. Dunklee and Mrs. Kelsey 

Spring has sprung in grade 3! Along with warmer 
weather (greener grass!) and spring flowers, third 
grade is growing, growing, growing! Fresh off of 
conferences with families, we are learning how to 
manage our free-time while working on our Con-
necticut projects at home. We can’t wait to present 
and share next month! 
 
April is Poetry Month and Earth 
Month. What greater way to cele-
brate this month than with daily poetry and our new 
science unit “Recycling?”  
 
Together we are exploring different ways that we 
can limit our carbon footprint by reducing, reusing 
and recycling. We are exploring various poets such 
as Jack Prelutzky and Shel Silverstein through our 
morning meetings and shared readings. Do you 
have a favorite poem? Please feel free to share it 
with your child! More the poetry, the better! 
 
We are very proud of our third grade friends and 
how they accomplished their first-ever rounds of 
the Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium.   
 
Along the lines of SBAC, we are delving into infor-
mational text in writing. We continue to enjoy in-

Grade 4 students are grateful for the Vocabulary 
Builders they received from the Rotary Club of 
Manchester.  The students used this as 
an opportunity to write a business let-
ter to thank them for this wonderful 
learning tool.  Troy from Mrs. Inkel’s 
class noted that this letter is part of 
learning expository writing. 
 
Students are all excited about their social studies 
project.  It is a great opportunity to learn to do re-
search, create authentic projects, and to share their 
knowledge about all the states that make up the 
USA.   
 
Students are currently reading library books and 

formational text in all areas of our day. Do you share a 
favorite with your child to explore? Why not stop down 
at the Mary Cheney Library to check out their nonfic-
tion collection? 
 
April brings us further exploration of measurement and 
fractions in third grade! Bring on the distance and equal 
parts! A great way to help your child 
incorporate his/her daily learning into 
home life is to find math all around us! 
If you’re going somewhere, why not 
have your child predict how many miles 
the distance? Integrating our school life with our home 
life helps develop a clearer and stronger understanding 
of learning. 
 
Keeping this is mind, please continue to support your 
child in managing his time to complete his Connecticut 
project, daily reading and math homework.  
 
With changing weather comes colds and allergies.  
Please remind your child to wear appropriate attire for 
the spring weather as we are finally getting daily, out-
door recess and sometimes find the temperature 
changes quickly. We can’t wait to see families for the 
Connecticut project presentations next month.  
 

taking notes.  The ongoing project will be completed by 
June and a special parent share event will be scheduled 
to celebrate their success.  If time permits students will 
be invited to other grade levels to present their learning.  
It is HOT (Higher Order Thinking) learning at its best 
integrating the arts with reading, writing, and social 
studies.   
 
We are bringing closure to our unit on 
fractions.  The students will continue to 
work with these unique numbers that represent parts of a 
whole or parts of a set.  The final units of math in grade 
4 will include measurement, data, and geometry.  Thank 
you parents for working with your students to gain fact 
fluency.  Students are improving by applying this skill 
in their daily math computations.  
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Fifth Grade News:  Ms. Pietkevich and Ms. Eichenauer 

Please note that notices are going home monthly from 
the Food Services Department.  If your child has an 
overdue balance due for lunches, the amount needs to be 
paid as quickly as possible.  
 
Please call Food Services at 
860-647-3461 with any ques-
tions. 

Math 
 
 We are continuing our fraction unit. We have 
worked on adding and subtracting fractions with like 
and unlike denominators. We are beginning to ex-
plore mixed numbers and improper 
fractions. We will use these to add 
and subtract as we continue on in the 
unit.  
 
 Shortly, we will be looking at 
multiplying and dividing fractions with the use of 
multiple strategies to develop a stronger understand-
ing of the concepts. 
 

Language Arts 
 
 In reading and writing we are focusing on 
non-fiction text. We have worked on identifying the 
main idea, as well as the difference between impor-
tant and interesting facts.  
 
 By the end of April, both fifth grade classes 
will have finished reading Number 
the Stars by Lois Lowry. We have 
discussed the impacts that the Holo-
caust has had through the use of this 
book. 
 

Science 
 
 We are looking into light and 
how light affects what we see. We've 
discussed color, reflection, refraction 
and absorption. We will also discuss parts of the eye 
and their function. 
 

Social Studies 
 
 We are wrapping up our Explorer Research 
Papers. We will continue to use these research skills 
as we work on our non-fiction writing. 
 
 Keep a look out for permission slips to go to 
the Boston Brass Concert at MHS on May 1st and to 
go visit Bennet Academy on May 30th.  
 
 We will also be sending home information af-
ter break regarding the Endangered Species Project. 
Please note the majority of this project is completed at 
home.  
 
 If you have any questions, please let Miss Ei-
chenauer or Miss Pietkevich know. 


