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From the Principal's Desk 

Mrs. Martin-Beaulieu 

 

Dear Keeney Families, 

We have entered the time of year where 

spring activities abound and wonderings and 

worries about next year begin to increase.  

It is certainly an exciting time of year and 

one that tends to generate energy on the 

part of both child and adult.   Please know 

that the Keeney staff is working hard to 

ensure a positive end to the current school 

year while beginning the preparations for a 

strong start to the upcoming school year. 

One piece of our work this spring is to begin 

our Enrichment Clusters again.  Our first 

cluster session is scheduled to take place on 

Friday, May 8th.  We have a lot of exciting 

topics to explore during our clusters.  

Students will be hiking, working with robots, 

creating art, directing their own learning, 

and so much more!  Please be sure and ask 

your child what cluster they are in and how 

it is going for them.   

This is also the time of year when students, 

parents, and teachers are asking the 

question, “Who am I going to get next year?”  

It is both an exciting and sometimes anxious 

time for everyone.  Although we cannot 

extend to you an invitation to request a 

specific teacher for your child, we do invite 

you to participate in this process in the way 

described below.   

Parents/Guardians are invited to provide me 

with a letter or email describing the learning 

style and/or behavioral characteristics of 

your child and then describe the teaching 

style and/or behavioral characteristics of a 

teacher believed to be best suited for that 

child.  If you would like to provide me with 

that type of information please feel free to 

do so.  I will keep such information in a file 

and will use it as we move onto the task of 

classroom assignments. 

If you have any questions or concerns 

regarding this, please feel free to contact 

me or your child’s teacher. 

Enjoy the beautiful weather! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Library News 

Mrs. Jalbert 

 

On May 21, Bill Harley will be coming to 

Keeney Street School for two performances 

for our students.   You can check him out 

at www.billharley.com. or youtube.    

Bill Harley is a songwriter, storyteller and 

author who has won two Grammy Awards.   

The PTA is sponsoring this event and giving 

each student a Bill Harley book.  Additionally 

through a district Creativity Grant, all 

students and grades 4 & 5 will have a 

writers workshop with Bill Harley.   

Thank you to our PTA for this program.  We 

are all looking forward to it! 

 

Preschool 

 Mrs. Lepack, Mrs. Aldrich 

 

 April showers bring May flowers!!!  We are 

noticing the wonderful Spring changes 

outside our window.  Flowers, leaves and 

blossoms oh my.  This month we will learn 

about butterflies, insects and flowers.  We 

planted our own flowers from seeds and 

watch them grow every day. We will learn 

about the life cycle of butterflies.  We will 

celebrate Mother's Day with a special 

surprise. Songs, poems, finger plays and 

stories will relate to our themes. You can 

learn something new every day if you listen 

to your child and ask about their day! 

 

 

Kindergarten 

Mrs. Kratz, Mrs. Plonski, Ms. Elmore 

 

April 22nd was Earth Day!  
Kindergarteners learned about saving water, 

saving energy and recycling.  In honor of 

Earth Day each student built a “Recycled 

Robot” at home and brought it to school to 

display in the classroom. In class, we talked 

about the 3D shapes that were used to build 

each robot. We saw lots of rectangular 

prisms and cylinders! On May 1st all of the 

kindergartners and many parent helpers 

went to the Connecticut Resources Recovery 

Authority’s Trash Museum in Hartford. 

Students were able to see a real recycling 

operation and take part in some fun 

activities like sorting recyclables and making 

recycled art. The best part of the trip was 

when we got to leave our recycled robots at 

the museum to be put on display! If you get 

the opportunity to visit the Trash Museum 

please look for the Recycled Robots made by 

the kindergartners from Keeney Street 

School. 

 

First Grade 

 Mrs. Sisson, Mrs. Karlins,  

Miss Branciforte 

 

First graders have been learning about 

opinion writing during writers’ workshop. 

They enjoy having the opportunity to share 

their opinions with their classmates. We 

began the unit by learning the difference 

between facts and opinions and that it is 

okay to respectfully disagree with someone’s 

http://www.billharley.com/


opinion. First graders are using a checklist 

to help them understand the things they 

should be doing in their writing such as 

getting the readers' attention in the 

beginning,  giving their opinions and stating 

why,  writing multiple reasons, and writing an 

ending for their piece. One of the first 

opinion pieces written was about which 

school lunch they would like to be served 

more often.  

Sofia said, “I think the cafeteria should 

serve pancakes once a week because they 

are sweet and gooey.” 

Simon said, “I think the Keeney Café should 

serve soft bread sticks every week because 

they are crisp and I like to eat them off my 

fingers. 

Derel said, “I think the Keeney Café should 

serve soft bread sticks because they have 

the best sauce and they are delicious.” 

Angelina said, “I think the cafeteria should 

serve pancakes once a week because my mom 

serves little pancakes and the lunch ladies 

service big pancakes. The pancakes taste 

good!” 

Myah said, “I think the Keeney Café should 

serve pancakes every week because they are 

good with the syrup and they are warm.”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Second Grade 

 Mrs. Patrick,  Mrs. Frallicciardi,  

Mrs. Smith 

 

May flowers are in bloom and the second 

graders thoughts are waxing poetic.  They 

are learning how to distinguish the various 

types of poetry and are creating their own.  

Once completed, the second graders will 

share some of their favorite poems with the 

class.  In mathematics they are investigating 

time, measurement, and money.  Please 

continue to reinforce basic addition and 

subtraction facts.  In science they are 

investigating states of matter to determine 

the properties of solids and liquids.  Finally, 

it’s that time of year for the second graders 

to wow us with their singing and acting skills.  

They our working on a new production 

entitled The Environmental Show.  Stay 

tuned for more details. 

 

Third Grade 

Mrs. Silvia, Mrs. Steiger 

 

This month we will be wrapping up our Genius 

Hour projects and have enjoyed learning the 

process of self-directed learning. In math 

we continue our unit on time and are 

beginning to understand elapsed time.  In 

reading we are thinking about whether or 

not there should be zoos. As we examine the 

authors’ opinions and reasons, we are 

pondering our own ideas and look forward to 

explaining our own opinions about this topic. 

As we head toward the year-end, we are 



impressed with our students’ growth in 

motivation and perseverance!   

 

 

 

Fourth Grade 

Mrs. Christensen, Ms. Olesnevich    

 Mrs. Angelo 

Fourth grade students have been 

participating in three science classes a day, 

twice a week.  They are studying Land and 

Water with Mrs. Angelo,  Motion and Design 

with Ms. Olesnevich, and Electricity with 

Mrs. Christensen.  All three topics include 

hands on activities that need to be figured 

out by the students.  For instance, the 

students had to make a light bulb light with 

just a battery, wire, and  bulb.  In Mrs. 

Olesnevich’s class, they are drawing blue -

prints for a race car.  Then, they build the 

car, race it and make improvements for 

speed, distance and design.  Land and Water 

studies the effect that water has on land. 

 The students have their own piece of “land” 

that they are using to recreate rain, 

streams, and rushing rivers.  In each class, 

they are creating a hypothesis, making 

observations, drawing their product and 

writing a conclusion.  This lab report helps 

them to become great scientists! 

Here are some of their thoughts about 

science: 

 Ella says, “Getting to work with other 

people to build streams and rivers is fun!” 

 Shawn “I really like the building cars 

and moving between classes.” 

 Kayla thinks “I enjoy doing all the 

experiments, especially making a stream!” 

 Sidharth “I learned that force is 

produced by motion.  You have to push or pull 

to create to the motion.” 

 

Our state fair is coming June 18th! 
 Keep the date free! 

 

Fifth Grade 

Mrs. Thompson, Ms. Borcea,  

Miss Wallmark,  

 

END OF THE YEAR.   

We are so grateful for all the parents who 

stepped up to plan the end-of-the-year 

events. Your hard work to make the last few 

days at Keeney memorable is appreciated.  

The yearbook committee is still looking for 

pictures of any fifth grade event.  If you 

are able to contribute, please send digital 

photos to Damaris Rodriguez at: 

damarisrodriguez13@gmail.com 

as soon as possible. 

 

Keep your eyes open for permission slips to 

Silver Lane Bowling and information about 

the graduation ceremony.  We are going to 

be asking families for a minimum amount of 

money to cover these festivities. 

 

SPRING CONCERT. 

Fourth and Fifth graders will be having their 

concert on Tuesday, May 19th.  There will be 

a 10:00 and a 2:00 performance for staff 

and students only.  Parents and families are 



invited to attend the evening performance 

on Thursday, May 21st at Bennet.  Students 

should arrive at 6:45 and the concert starts 

at 7:00 in the Cone gym.  All performers 

should be in dressy attire.  Please no jeans, 

sneakers, or graphic t-shirts.  

 

BENNET ACADEMY.  

Fifth graders are getting the opportunity to 

visit Bennet Academy on Friday, May 15th.  

We will be arriving at 9:30 for a tour and 

informational session.  This is a great way 

for students to feel comfortable when they 

arrive at their new school in the fall! 

 

PE Department News 

Mr. DeNies 

First of all, I would like to thank everyone 

for doing their part in the American Heart 

Association hoops for heart fundraiser. We 

have raised $6,000  which will help many 

individuals with sick and tired hearts get 

better. During this process we have learned 

the importance of taking care of our own 

hearts. As appropriate, depending on the 

grade level, we discussed how to do this.  I 

would also like to offer a special thanks to 

Nurse Sandy for everything she does as a 

volunteer. There is a ton of recordkeeping 

and paperwork that goes along with this.  

 

Before and after the hoops for heart in 

class event, we have been working on our 

body control strength and balance circuit.  

This includes the Rockwall, a tumbling mat, 

the stilts, a close to the ground balance 

beam, the climbing ropes and the agility 

challenge.  The students really like this unit, 

especially at the end when I set up the rope 

for swinging.  Of course it is across a river 

in the Amazon with hungry crocodiles in it.  

Very soon we will be going outside and 

preparing for field day as well as doing some 

spring activities such as throwing and 

catching a ball, hitting and fielding, and 

learning about running bases for either a 

baseball softball or wiffle ball game.   

 

Speaking of field day,  

the dates are June 9 for 
the primary day in June 15 
for the rain date. As most of 

you already know I need help from 8 o'clock 

in the morning all the way through about 

1:30 in the afternoon. If you are available all 

of that time period, or any part of it, please 

email me at b21gdeni@mpspride.org 

 

Art Department 

Mrs. Punty 

 

 

Square One art projects are complete 

and were mailed out to the Square One 

Company.  Soon, students will receive a 

fundraiser packet featuring their artwork 

on various items families can choose to 

purchase.  Each student will also receive 



their own set of stickers containing their 

artwork. 

 

There are several pieces of artwork 

that will be displayed in Mrs. Martin’s 

office.  These students are Kennedy LeClair, 

Sean Hickey, Rebecca Osei-Assibey, Jackson 

Norige, and Evelyn Anglin. 
 

Long Island Sound Foundation (LIS) allows 

schools to submit one poster per grade level 

to the annual Save the Sound poster 

contest.  This year I submitted posters 

from grades K through three.  I sent in 

posters by kindergartener Addison Pryce, 

first grader Eden Chuong, second grader 

Isabella Lombardo, and third grader Aiden 

Mateo.    A special congratulations to 

Addison and Eden for winning first place in 

their grade level.  Their posters will tour the 

state in several displays and then be used as 

a page for one month of the Long Island 

Sound Foundation calendar.  Congratulations 

to Isabella Lombardo for receiving 

honorable mention.  Her poster will be 

photographed and used in the calendar.  Well 

done to all four of these students, who were 

involved in the contest.  Being included in 

the competition is an honor for students, as 

I can only submit one per grade level. 

  

Two big art shows are coming up.  

First, Friday, May 8 is the opening of the 

Lutz museum exhibit.  Keeney and Verplanck 

will share the display.  After opening night 

the work will remain on display for a couple 

weeks.  I submit up to fifty pieces of 

artwork for this display.  Each year I try to 

rotate children who are involved.  This year 

the following kindergarten students have 

artwork on display; 

Addisen Pryce, Alexander Vega,  

Anastasia Kobylanski, Anthony Anselmo, 

Armin Alahyari, Averi Rizzo, Shruti Shah, 

Isabella Monak, and Rebecca Tattrie. 
 

First graders Angelina Khner, Emily 

Silberberg, Jayden Rivera, Jesse Beaulieu, 

Justin Suh, Makayla Jones, Mason 

Pathammavong, Myah Radney-Byrdsong, and 

Anson Conley. 

  

Second grade students are Jeremiah 

Ramos, Kennedy LeClair, Grace Papa, 

Benjamin Flanagan, Aazam Nazir, Payton 

Lockman, and Tristan Rocke. 

 

Third graders include Cady Norige, 

Angela Brandt, Aaliya Rehman, DaneSong,    

Eleanor Green, Shayla Singleton, and Ved 

Jannu. 
 

 Fourth graders are Cordelia 

Orpheus-Diana, Damilare Akinsola, Elizabeth 

Frost,       Keith Ostrout, Kenny Carlson, 

Jaden Patrick, Alexus Saunders, and 

Zachary Syme. 

 

Finally, fifth grade students include 

Malachi Jackson, Nazhoni Tully, Quinlan 

Orpheus-Diana, Elijah Mumford, Tyler  

Longwood, Andrea Ekis, Grace Reid, Emma 

Thomsen, and Jessica Swedis. 



The following week the Manchester 

Community Youth Art Initiative will hold a 

display Friday May 15 at the East Side 

Neighborhood Resource Center on 153 

Spruce Street.  The theme of this exhibit is 

“Things on a Farm”.   Ten students will have 

artwork on display.  These students include 

kindergarteners Addison Hall, Alexander 

Vega, and Madison Taylor.  First graders Ava 

Mateo and Justin Suh have artwork 

in “Things on a Farm”.  Second grader 

Tristan Rocke will have artwork on display.  

Third graders Ryan Alahyari and Bradley 

Carlson are included in the display.  Finally, 

fourth graders Mary Buckland and Jenallise 

Morales are displaying their work. 

 

Music 

Miss Haveles 

 

Rock Cats game: On Sunday, May 3, 2015 

our Keeney cubs sang "The Star-Spangled 

Banner" before the Rock Cats game in New 

Britain. Congratulations on a great 

performance of our National Anthem!  

 

Spring Concert: We will have our Spring 

Concert on Tuesday, May 19, 2015 at 

10:00a.m. and 2:15p.m. in the Keeney gym for 

Keeney staff and students. Our evening 

concert for parents and families will be 

held on Thursday, May, 21, 2014 

at 7:00p.m. in Bennet Academy’s Cone 

Gymnasium.  The Fourth and Fifth Grade 

Band, Fourth and Fifth Grade Orchestra, 

and Fifth Grade Chorus will perform at all 

three concerts. We look forward to seeing 

parents and families at the evening concert.  

 

Health News 

Sandy Zuffelato RN 

 
 

Health office News 

We’ve had enough!  The stomach virus has 

come back and won’t leave! 

If you are experiencing this, you are not 

alone.  It seems to be lasting several days 

with intervals of feeling better and then it 

surprise attacks again.  I have seen fever 

with this virus also.  So, protect yourselves 

against this and all the other viruses and 

illnesses with good hand washing, covering 

coughs, keeping hands away from face and 

REPEAT!   

The children will be going out most days 

which is great for their health and their 

learning.  I recommend that your child bring 

in a water bottle to stay hydrated during 

these hot days.  Please send in sneakers for 

your child to play outside and in PE class 

safely.  Sandals are not safe for children to 

play on the play scape or run in and flip flops 

are not recommended for school at all. 

Medications in the health office need to be 

picked up at the end of each school year.    

When the new school year starts please 

bring in medications and the doctor’s 

authorization form that needs to be 

renewed each school year. 



Over the summer, if your child’s health 

needs change, please let me know.  I would 

especially want to know if a new food allergy 

or illness developed.  Even better, if a health 

issue has resolved, let me know too!      

One last thing…  If your child is a 5th grader 

now, keep an eye out for a letter that will 

come home in their backpacks.  It is an early 

reminder for parents about the mandated 

7th grade health physicals that will be due.   

This physical can be dated between January 

2015 through June 2016 and is necessary 

before entering school in 7th grade. 

Please let me know if you have questions or 

concerns any time! 

 

Literacy Room 

Miss Swan 

 

Developing Your Child’s Expressive 

Oral Language 

You can help promote natural language 

development by providing environments full 

of language development opportunities.  

Here are some ideas: 

 Let your child talk…Every child’s 

language or dialect is worthy of 

respect as a valid system for 

communicating.  It reflects the 

identities, values, and experiences of 

the child’s family and community. Do 

not be quick to correct their language; 

this will limit their willingness to talk. 

 

 Include your child in 

conversations…Treat children as if 

they are conversationalists.  Children 

learn very early about how 

conversations work: taking turns, 

looking attentively, using facial 

expressions, and continuing a topic 

with conversing adults. 

 

 Encourage interaction with other 

children…Peer learning is an important 

part of language development, 

especially in mixed-age groups.  

Activities involving a wide range of 

materials can promote talk.  There 

should be a balance between individual 

activities and group activities that 

include discussion, such as dramatic 

play, book sharing, and block-building. 

 

 Talk with your child daily…Remember 

that parents/caregivers are an 

important part in language 

development.  Ask about your child’s 

day at school, “What was something 

interesting that you learned today?” 

or “What did you learn in 

science/math/art class today?” Read 

and discuss a book, play a board game, 

make a recipe, create a craft, review 

homework together. Any activity can 

encourage talking together; be 

mindful of long periods of silence. 

 



Remember that promoting a relaxing and 

enjoyable atmosphere is key to helping your 

child become a successful learner. 

 

 

Numeracy Room 

Ms. Sherman 

 

Math Questions 

Asking your child questions about what they 

are working on is helpful for children who 

are struggling.  It helps students think 

through answers without parents providing 

them. Next time your child is struggling, ask 

some of the questions below: 

 What do the directions say? 

 Where should you begin? 

 What do you already know that can 

help you solve the problem? 

 Where is it that you are stuck? 

 Tell me what you have done so far and 

why 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 Keeney Street School PTA 

Welcome Keeney Families! 

Keeney Street School’s PTA welcomes you to the Keeney Family.  We provide many quality programs and 

assemblies that enrich your child’s scholastic experience.  It’s easy to get involved and your child will 

benefit as a result.  Come and check out the wonderful activities that we have planned.  When you do, 

you will see your child’s educational experience blossom even more! 

Spring PTA Fundraisers and Family Events: 

 
 Friday, May 8th…Annual Buddy Breakfast – Join your favorite Keeney Cub for breakfast at the school. 

Also make sure to check out our First Annual Mother’s Day Marketplace.  During the Buddy 
Breakfast we will have vendors on hand selling Avon cosmetics, 31 Bags, jewelry from Divine Light 
and Guidance, and plants and flowers from Botticello Farms.  This is the perfect time for Dads to shop 
with their child for Mom and Grandma. 

 
 Tuesday, May 12th…Mad Science Night at Keeney.  This is Science Fun for the whole family.  Mad 

Science will perform some amazing experiments that you won’t want to miss.  The show begins at 
6:30pm.  This is a free event sponsored by the PTA. 

 
 Wednesday, May 13th…SweetFrogs Fundraiser in Manchester.  Come out from 6-8pm and enjoy 

some delicious froyo while helping to support our PTA. 

 
 Wednesday, May 13th…Half Day, Dismissal at 1:17pm 

 
 Monday, May 25th…No School, Memorial Day.  Thank our Veterans for defending our country. 

 
 Saturday, May 30th…Keeney Street School Annual FUN TIME FAIR – from 11am – 3pm (Raindate: 

Saturday, June 6th).  Come and join the fun.  Dunk a teacher, jump in a bounce house, climb a 
rockwall, play games, eat great food and ice cream and have a great time with friends!!! 

 
 Box Tops for Education…There is a collection bin in the front office.  Please send in your box tops 

and be sure they have not expired.  Questions…email Francene at francenediana@cox.net.  Help us 
make a difference for the Keeney Cubs. 
 

THANK YOU Damaris Dorce and Keren Prescott for hosting the delicious Red Robins Fundraiser.  A fun time 

was had by everyone! 

 

THANK YOU Niki Garcia for purchasing snacks for our cubs during testing.  The cubs deserve it after all of 

their hard work. 

 

THANK YOU Connie Anglin for coordinating the BJ’s Fundraiser.  It was just in time for Spring purchases. 

mailto:francenediana@cox.net


 

THANK YOU Tamara Speaks for bringing in breakfast for our wonderful teachers during the Parent / Teacher 

Conferences. 

 

THANK YOU Josie Robertson and Mrs. Punty for working with students to create beautiful masterpieces for 

our Square 1 Arts Fundraiser.  Look for Square 1 Arts catalogs in your child’s backpack during the month of 

June. 

 

THANK YOU Mrs. Karlins and Mrs. Branciforte for joining us at our April PTA Meeting.  We appreciate all of 

your advice on forming a partnership between Parents and Teachers. 

 

Two Volunteer Opportunities  

 

 Our PTA is currently looking for someone to coordinate our Grocery Store Fundraisers.  If you’re 
looking for an easy way to help our school, then this is your chance.  If you’re interested, please 
contact Amber Moriarty at amberbella199@yahoo.com.   

 Our PTA is looking for someone to coordinate our Box Tops program for next year.  This is another 
fundraiser that is easy and fun.  Please contact Amber Moriarty at amberbella199@yahoo.com.   

 

We truly appreciate all that you do for our Keeney Cubs!!!   
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