
 

 

 

 

February 2016 

a Message from the Principal   

Mrs. Martin 
 

 

Greetings Keeney Community, 
 
Throughout this newsletter you will read about all the great things happening in Third Grade.  I hope you enjoy 
learning about the people, the curriculum, and the activities at this level here at Keeney. 
 
As we approach March, we may think that because spring is drawing close, sickness is far away.  That, 
however, is not quite true...I am reminding students that “soap is our friend” and it is very important to wash our 
hands regularly to prevent illnesses from spreading.  Please encourage your child to continue this habit both at 
home and at school. 
 
During February we had the opportunity to celebrate Valentine’s Day in our classrooms throughout the school. 
This is just a reminder that in all of our celebrations we follow the district wellness policy to ensure healthy 
eating habits and also to ensure safety of our students with allergies. This is true for Valentine’s Day as well. 
This holiday is a little trickier since many of the Valentine’s Day cards come with candy attached, but we do 
expect that all things shared on this holiday, as well as all others, are healthy snacks.  And as with everything, 
foods containing nuts or foods that were processed on shared equipment or in the same facility as nuts can, 
never be shared with students and can not be eaten in the classroom. Please contact your child’s teacher if 
you have any questions about this. 
 
Finally, I want to share with you that I, Mrs. Martin, have designated the month of March as Manners Month. 
Please feel free to consider it the Martin Month of Manners in March.  During this month we will refocus on 
manners in the classroom, in the lunchroom, in our hallways, and throughout our school.  Staff members will 
be on the lookout for manners and give compliments when they are seen.  All classrooms collect compliments 
and are working toward a goal in their rooms to earn a special something.  This month there is an emphasis on 
complimenting manners.  I can’t wait to see the compliment chains grow with the growth of our manners. 
 
Enjoy the week and happy almost spring. 



 

 

Keeney Street School proudly introduces you to our  

Grade 3 Team: 

 
                                          Mrs. Silvia                Mrs. Steiger          Mrs. Angelo   
 

 
Third grade is in the process of wrapping up our Informational Reading unit, where students 
learned how to read informational and narrative non-fiction, as well as take notes, report, and 
summarize what they have learned. 
 
We will move into the unit of Character Study.  This will be focused on getting to know a 
character, following a character‛s journey, and finally comparing and contrasting characters 
across books.  We will be discussing and writing about our book characters as if they are old 
friends!  When your child is reading at home, you can support their learning by asking questions 
directed at character.  Here are a few questions to get you started: 
 
Can you describe the character‛s thoughts and actions in this chapter? 
What is the character‛s motivation?  Can you find text evidence to show me? 
How has your character changed in your story?  Give me a few examples. 
Has your character always made good decisions in your story?  Why or why not? 
 
As we move through this unit, you will find that your child will be able to discuss their 
characters in depth.  You may even what to discuss a character who you are reading about! 



 

 

 
In writer‛s workshop, students are putting the finishing touches on their informational books. 
Our “experts” have each written a book about a topic they know well and care about. Students 
have incorporated various texts structures as they organized and elaborated their ideas to 
teach others about their topic. We look forward to celebrating our published books this week in 
a museum walk!  
 
Our next unit focuses on the power of persuasion! Students will gain an understanding of how 
writing can influence or change another‛s opinion. We will explore different forms of opinion 
writing, including persuasive speeches, letters, and petitions. This unit is exciting as students 
realize they have powerful voices and can write in ways to create change the world we live in! 
 

 
 
Third Grade Field Trips and other things…… 
 
Our next field trip will be to the Connecticut Science Center where we will take part in an 
exciting learning experience called “Our Wild Ocean.”   Our young scientists will come back to 
school with lots of new knowledge.  Please be sure to ask them to explain all they learned! 
 
On May 3rd, we will be taking our walking field trip to the Cheney Historical District.  This trip 
includes the Cheney Homestead (where the Cheney family first settled), Old Keeney School (our 
original school),  Cheney Hall, Fire Museum and the Historical Society. 
Third graders truly enjoy this “day out” where they get a little exercise, can visit with friends 
and learn great things about our city of Manchester!  
 
At the end of May we will participate in a “field study” conducted and guided by the Connecticut 
Science Center.  This study is done in two parts, one part will be examining specimens from our 
stream and grounds  here at Keeney.   The second part will be taking our students to the 
Connecticut Science Center where we will study the organisms we have gathered.  This program 
is made possible by the generosity of our wonderful, PTA. 



 

 

Ms.Haveles, Music 
 
Hartford Wolf Pack Hockey Game:​ On Sunday, February 28, 2016 our Keeney cubs performed 
"Wake Me Up" by Avicii (featuring Aloe Blacc) at the Hartford Wolf Pack Hockey game at the 
XL Center in Hartford. They sang wonderfully and enjoyed the hockey game with their families 
as well! We are so proud of how much effort they put in to make their performance successful 
and we are looking forward to another successful performance again next year.Thank you to 
Amy Syme for organizing this event for our Keeney families. 
 
Music in Our Schools Month (MIOSM):​ March is Music in Our Schools Month and Keeney will 
be celebrating with various learning activities at each grade level. This month is also an 
opportunity to stress the importance of music in each child's education as it is essential to 
their development emotionally, physically, and mentally. Learning how to perform, create, and 
respond to music develops necessary skills such as critical thinking, creative problem solving, 
effective communication, teamwork, and more.  We thank you for your continued support of our 
music at Keeney Street School and throughout the district as we strive to deliver the best 
music education possible for all students. 
 
Town-wide Concerts:​ Our Town-wide Concerts for Fifth Grade Band, Fifth Grade Orchestra, 
and Fifth Grade Honors Chorus will be held during the first week of April. Please be sure to 
check with Mr. Garrison (Band), Ms. Conway (Orchestra), and Ms. Haveles (Honors Chorus) for 
details about rehearsals and the concerts. The Town-wide Orchestra Concert will be on 
Tuesday, April 5th at 7:00pm, the Town-wide Band Concert will be on Wednesday, April 6th at 
7:00pm, and the Town-wide Chorus Concert will be held on Thursday, April 7th at 7:00pm. All 
concerts will be held at Manchester High School's Bailey Auditorium. We are looking forward to 
performing our best! 
 
 
  



 

 

 
 
PE Department News 
  
    I'm beginning to wonder if we‛ll ever get a chance to use the snowshoes this year. The 
students in grades four and five look forward to taking that trec out into the field and through 
the woods. It is quite a unique experience for most of them. To be able to walk and run in deep 
snow. Here we are, at the beginning of March, no snow on the ground and above normal 
temperatures. Well I'm sure most of you hope this trend continues and we transition right into 
spring. I on the other hand hope that mother nature sends us one more good snowstorm so our 
older students can strap on those snowshoes and give it a go. 
 
   Now that I am back from my medical leave, we have begun our unit on volleyball. As usual, the 
older students learn the skills of the game and how to set up for a game and play it as a team. 
The younger students learn the appropriate striking skills and apply them to various other 
related activities. 
 
   After another few classes of volleyball, we will make an opportunity to play some 
International games, cooperative games and learn more about personal fitness. There is no 
definitive word as to the Frank Rizza cross country challenge. I will keep you posted. Some 
students have also inquired about the hoops for heart or jump rope for heart fundraiser for the 
American Heart Association. I have decided to take this year off from it as there are plenty of 
opportunities for Keeney families to participate in other fundraisers and community events. 
 
   A very important aspect of learning in physical education classes relates to one of the grades 
your child gets each marking term. This is how he or she gets along with, plays with, or in other 
words cooperates with others. There are multiple opportunities for my students to work with 
one or more other students in a group/team in order to complete a drill or learn a new activity. 
When any student struggles to get along and cooperate with the group I assign them to, I 
attempt to establish the importance of trying and understanding how this is part of life. I know 
that in some cases, depending on personality, maturity level and exposure to group play, it takes 
a long time for certain students to become comfortable. I refrain from forcing the situation 
because it makes it more difficult for most students involved. Just like I never choose captains 
to make teams as it usually becomes embarrassing for the last few picked. My intention and 
desire is for all students to enjoy their experience in physical education and to get along and 
respect each other's differences in ability and personality. Please contact me if your child 
expresses upset because of physical education class. I will do my best to address the situation.  
 
 

Yours in health, Mr. DeNies 
 
 
   



 

 

 
 

 
 

Elizabeth Swan 
Literacy Coach 

 
    
At this point in the year, third students are finishing their work with nonfiction 
reading and writing. They will move back into fiction reading with a focus on 
character study. However, please encourage your student to include some 
nonfiction into their home reading. 
 
A great resource for both fiction and nonfiction at home is Epic! books online. It 
is a digital library that tailors itself to your child‛s interests and level.  
Below is the link to Epic! books: 
 
Epic! Books 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

https://www.getepic.com/


 

 

 
 
  
Lesley Sherman 
Math Coach 
 
 
 
In 3rd grade math, students are learning to fluently multiply and divide within 100. Students are 
taught to identify patterns to help them solve problems with efficiency and accuracy. Skip counting 
is a strategy that can help students with multiplication facts using 2,5 or 10 as factors.  For 
example, 5x5, skip count by 5’s five times.  
5,10,15,20,25 5x5=25 
 
Students will also continue to use the distributive property in this unit. The distributive property 
can be defined as a multiplication fact broken into the sum of two other multiplication facts. For 
example, 7x5 is the same as the product of 7x2 plus the product of 7x3. 
7x2=14 7x3=21 14+21=35 7x5=35 
Below is a game you can play with your child to help them practice multiplication facts. 
 
Game: Multiplication War 
The object of the game is to win the most cards by stating the product of the numbers before your 
partner does. 
   
Materials: 
‐​       ​Two decks of playing cards 
Directions: 

1. Give each partner a deck of cards and remove the jokers, jacks, queens, and kings from 
each deck. 
2. Shuffle the deck of cards. 
3. Each player will turn over one card at a time. 
4. The first person to correctly say the product of the two cards wins the cards and will add 
them to his/her pile. You must state the number sentence (ex. 9x2=18). 
5. If there is a tie while saying the product, “war” begins. Each player will place two cards face 
down, then turn a third card face up on top of the pile. The player who correctly states the 
product of the two face‐up cards wins both piles. 
6. The winner is the player with the most cards at the end of the game. 

Note: Ace= 1 
  
Challenge: ​Keep the Jokers,Jacks, Queens, and Kings in the deck and use the following  values: 
Joker= 0, Jack= 11, Queen= 12, and King= 13 
 
  



 

 

 
Jodi Soloperto 
STEM Grades K-2 
 
Our Kindergarten, first, and second grade Keeney scientists have been working 
super hard the last few months during their STEM time.  
 
In Kindergarten​, students have been learning the differences between living and 
nonliving things.  They have also been learning about baby animals and their 
life-cycles.  
 
In first grade​, the students have learned all about the structure and function of 
plants and what they need in order to survive.  They are now learning about 
different animal structures and the habitats that they live in.  First graders will 
also be choosing an animal to study and do a mini report on, so be on the look-out!  
 
Second graders​ have been learning all about the stages of matter.  They have 
learned that solids have a definite shape, that liquids take up the shape of the 
container that it‛s in and are just beginning to learn about gases.  The students 
also worked on creating scientific lab reports that will be on display at the Keeney 
Science Fair which will be held on March 10 from 6-8 in the gym.  Hope to see 
some of our wonderful Keeney students and families there to support all our great 
scientists and inventors!  



 

 

Kara Seaha 
STEM Grades 3-5 
 
Our third, fourth, and fifth grade Keeney Cubs have been hard at work in STEM over the past 
couple of months.  
 
In third grade,​ we have been investigating the properties of matter as well as the results of 
separating and mixing various materials. Currently, we are working through our “Soggy Paper 
Experiment” to answer the scientific question of which of three types of paper is most 
absorbent. ​We are looking forward to our trip to the Connecticut Science Center on March 8​th​!  
 
In fourth grade,​ we have been busy exploring and building various types of electrical circuits. 
Recently, we began our study on magnetism. The students have enjoyed building electromagnets!  
 
Lastly, ​in fifth grade​ we are wrapping up our current unit on sound. Students have investigated 
and identified the source of all sounds as well as the various factors that affect pitch. We have 
been busy building homemade guitars and string telephones to aid us in our work. Stay tuned for 
more to come and be on the lookout for the Unit Three Newsletter! 
 

 
 
*Reminder* The Keeney Science Fair will be held on: 
 

 Thursday, March 10th  
from 6­8pm  

in the gymnasium.  
 
Our scientists have been working very hard in preparation! We hope to see you there​ � 
  

   
   



 

 

  Keeney Street School PTA 
  
  
Keeney Street School‛s PTA welcomes you to the Keeney Family.  We provide many quality programs and 
assemblies that enrich your child‛s scholastic experience.  It‛s easy to get involved and your child will 
benefit as a result.  Come and check out the wonderful activities that we have planned.  When you do, 
you will see your child‛s educational experience blossom even more! 
  
Please join us​ ​at our next meeting ​Tuesday, April 5​th​ from 6:30-7:30pm in the school cafeteria. 
Due to the low number of children in attendance at the PTA meetings, we will not offer the Lutz 
Program this month, but we will have crafts for the children to do in the cafeteria. 
  
It‛s never too late to join the PTA.  You don‛t need to make it to all of the meetings.  Any small 
amount of time you can devote is greatly appreciated.  We hope that you‛ll take the time to make 
it to a meeting and see what the PTA is all about! 
  
March/April PTA Fundraisers and Family Events: 
  

∙​         ​March PTA Meeting​ – Tuesday, March 1​st​ from 6:30­7:30pm.  Special Guests: 2​nd​ Grade 
Teachers. 
  
∙​         ​Variety Show Rehearsal​ – Monday, March 7​th​ at Keeney at 6:00pm. 

  
∙​         ​Keeney School’s Science Fair and Invention Convention​ – Thursday, March 10​th​ ​at 
6:00pm.  Come check out the amazing inventions and experiments that our cubs have been 
working on. 

  
∙​         ​Variety Show Rehearsal​ ­ Monday, March 14​th​ at Keeney at 6:00pm. 

  
∙​         ​Parent/Teacher Conferences​ – Tuesday, March 15​th​ – Thursday, March 17​th​ – Early 
Dismissal 1:17pm. 

  
∙​         ​Spirit Day​ – Thursday, March 17​th​ – Luck o’ the Irish Day ­ A $1 donation to the PTA 
greatly appreciated. 

  
∙​         ​Gertrude Hawks Orders Delivered​ – Date TBD​ – ​A flier will be sent home with the date. 

  
∙​         ​Variety Show Rehearsal​ – Tuesday, March 22​nd​ – At Manchester High School at 6:00pm. 

  



 

 

∙​         ​Professional Development Day for Staff​ – Wednesday, March 23 – 1:17 Dismissal. 
  

∙​         ​Keeney’s Annual Variety Show​ – Thursday, March 24​th​ – At Manchester High School. 
This is an event you won’t want to miss! 

  
∙​         ​Good Friday​ – Friday, March 25​th​ – No school. 

  
∙​         ​April PTA Meeting​ – Tuesday, April 5​th​ from 6:30 – 7:30pm. 

  
∙​         ​April Vacation​ – Monday, April 11​th​ – Friday, April 15​th​ – No School! 

  
∙​         ​Administrative Professional’s Day​ – Wednesday, April 27​th​ – Thank you Judy DeLong 
and Tricia Malan for all of the support you give the school and our cubs! 

  
∙​         ​Spirit Day –​ Friday, April 29​th​ – Sports Day – A $1 donation to the PTA is greatly 
appreciated. 

  
∙​         ​Running Club​ Begins – Date TBD – Watch for fliers soon! 

  
∙​         ​Square 1 Arts Fundraiser​ – Watch for fliers soon! 

  
Volunteer Opportunities: 
  

● The Keeney Variety Show is in need of volunteers to assist with the rehearsals and the show. 
If you are able to help, please contact Pat Allen at patallen614@gmail.com. 

  
● Our Gertrude Hawk Fundraiser will need volunteers to distribute the orders at the school when 

they come in during the month of March (date TBD).  If you’d like to volunteer please contact 
Isabelle Whelton at Isaservant@yahoo.com. 

  
● Our Running Club is in need of two head coaches to shadow our coaches this year and take 

over for the Fall 2016 season.  If you like working with the kids and are able to help out, please 
contact Pat Allen at patallen614@gmail.com.  

  
● Short on time, but still want to help out?  We are looking for someone to continue our Grocery 

Store Rewards Programs for Keeney.  Contact Amber Moriarty at Amberbella199@yahoo.com 
if you want more information. 

  
Please remember to submit your ​Box Tops!!!  
  
Special Thank You to the following individuals: 

● Amy Syme and Miss Haveles for hosting another wonderful Wolf Pack Night!!  The Cubs were 
a hit! 



 

 

● Isabelle Whelton for coordinating our Gertrude Hawk Fundraiser.  Be sure to pick up your 
delicious chocolate just in time for Easter! 

● Pat Allen  for planning our upcoming Keeney Variety Show! Make sure to come out and 
support the cubs! 

● Miss Seaha and Mrs. Soloperto and ALL of the volunteers that have been working tirelessly 
with our young scientists as they prepare for Keeney’s Annual Science Fair. 

● Niki Garcia for helping to plan our fun­draiser at Launch Trampoline Park! 
● Niki Garcia, Toni Zanks, Tamara Speaks, Karen Statiowski, Rhiannon Crawford, Karen 

Carlson, Connie Anglin and ​ALL ​of the volunteers that helped during our Magical Night with 
Justin Mazz!  There were so many people that contributed to making it a success and we really 
appreciated it! 

● All of the people that expressed an interest in holding a board position for the upcoming school 
year.  We can’t do it without your help and support!! 

  
A ​Special Thank You​ to all of the volunteers that dedicate their time and energy toward making our 
school such a wonderful and positive place.  It truly takes a village to raise a child.  It’s through the 
collaborative efforts of the teachers, staff and families at Keeney that we are able to give our children 
the school environment that they deserve.  
  
Come to our next meeting on ​Tuesday, April 5​th​ from 6:30­7:30pm ​and find out how you too can get 
involved.  Any amount of time that you can devote to helping is appreciated!  We look forward to 
meeting you all! 
  

“​It's spring fever. That is what the name of it is. And when you've got it, you 
want—oh, you don't quite know what it is you do want, but it just fairly makes your 
heart ache, you want it so!”  - Mark Twain 

   



 

 

 
 

Keeney Street PAWS Program 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

Keeney Street Elementary School 
 
 
 

179 Keeney Street 
Manchester, CT 06040 

860‐647‐3354 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

February 29, 2016 
 
Dear Keeney Community, 
 
This spring we have a wonderful opportunity to extend the types of support we provide to our Keeney Cubs.  Several 
schools in Manchester are currently working with therapy dog programs to assist students in a variety of ways.  A few 
staff members at Keeney have explored these types of programs, have researched the benefits of therapy dogs, and have 
decided to begin a pilot program for general application such as R.E.A.D. (helping students with reading goals) and social 
thinking development (reading a dog’s body language and basic dog command training).  Our consultant, expert dog 
handler Sandra Lok, who works in other schools in the district, will be guiding us through this process.   
 
This program will begin sometime this spring and we will evaluate its effectiveness and ease of implementation in 
preparation for our more targeted program in September.  We will give you additional information regarding the start date 
and other details in the next coming weeks. 
 
Attached to this letter is a survey we are asking parents to complete and return to school by March 7th if your child has an 
allergy or aversion to dogs.  This will assist us in determining how to best implement this program in a way that keeps 
everyone feeling safe and secure.  You will also find, attached to this letter, an information sheet that answers some 
frequently asked questions about therapy dog programs. 
 
We are very excited about bringing this opportunity to our Keeney Cubs! Please feel free to contact me with any questions 
or feedback you have about this. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
Julie Martin­Beaulieu 
Principal 
 



 

 

KEENEY PAWS FAQ 
 
Why is Keeney starting a Therapy Dog Program? ​ The benefits of the human­animal bond are well documented, 
especially as they relate to children.  Dogs are not judgmental and their presence helps to lower blood pressure and increase 
the flow of oxygen. We want to take advantage of this opportunity to increase our educational offerings to your child. 
 
What will the therapy dog program offer at Keeney? ​ We will implement a pilot program this spring by having therapy 
dogs, who are also Reading Education Assistance Dogs (R.E.A.D.), available to help children meet reading goals, such as 
fluency and comprehension, and social thinking development by learning how to read a dog's body language, safely 
approach a dog and understand basic dog command training. 
 
What if my child is allergic to dogs? ​ Your completion of the attached student survey will help us to identify students who 
are allergic to dogs so that we can take steps to ensure your child's protection from an allergic reaction.   Also, therapy dogs 
are to be groomed prior to entering the building.  This will help reduce dander.  Students will also be asked to wash their 
hands before and after working with the therapy dogs. 
 
What if my child or a staff member is afraid of dogs? ​ Your completion of the attached student survey will help us to 
identify students who may be afraid of dogs.  We assure you that the therapy dog handler is required to follow rules that will 
ensure that all children and staff feel safe.  Safety is the primary focus of the program.  These rules  are available to all 
parents and staff for review. One example of a rule is that the therapy dogs will always be on a leash and accompanied by 
the handler. If your child has a fear of dogs and shows an interest in them, introducing them to a trained therapy dog may be 
a way to help alleviate this fear.  An important characteristic of a therapy dog is that they enjoy meeting people. They are 
friendly, calm and non reactive. 
 
Do the handlers and dogs undergo training and testing?​ Yes.  We are working with the locally based Tails of Joy 
organization to bring therapy dogs into Keeney School.  Tails of Joy provides ongoing educational opportunities to their 
teams and requires that each team take the required training to pass an evaluation of one of two Nationally recognized 
animal therapy organizations.  The test includes completion of a medical form and recommendation for therapy work by the 
animal's veterinarian,  an aptitude test for the handler and an on­site evaluation of the handler/animal team that includes a 
rigorous series of simulations, similar to what might be encountered when working. The teams are registered only after 
successfully completing the evaluation and are re­evaluated every two years to ensure that the handlers' skills and the dogs' 
behaviors continue to meet high standards. 
 
I think my child will benefit from this program. How do I sign them up? ​Please contact Sue Tyska, our Student 
Support Professional or Michelle Patrick, 2nd grade teacher.  Both are PAWS committee members charged with the program 
design and student participation. If you are interested in learning more about our PAWS program and how it can help your 
child, please call 860­647­3354 or email: styska@mpspride.org. 



 

 

Keeney PAWS Student Survey 
 

 ​STUDENT NAME:  PRINT​_________________________________________________________ 
 
 ​TEACHER​____________________________________________________GRADE: __________  

 
 PARENT NAME:​  ___________________________     _________________________________ 
                                 PRINT                                               SIGNATURE 

❏ My child has an allergy to dogs.   

Please specify: 

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

❏ My child has an aversion to dogs.   

Please explain: 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 
Other concerns: 
 
_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 

If you have any questions, please feel free to email Nurse Sandy at  ​b39szuff@mpspride.org 


