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your child. 
 
I hope you enjoy 
reading this  
newsletter and learn 
about some of our 
school-wide events 
and experiences that 
all of our Keeney 
Cubs have access to!  

I hope that everyone 
has enjoyed the  
beginning to the 
school year and is  
enjoying this newly 
arrived fall weath-
er!   
 
As most of you know, 
the month of  
September was filled 
with a variety of 
“getting to know you” 
activities and  
experiences.  These 
ranged from  
students sharing  
Information about 
themselves with 
their classmates, 
teachers and other 
staff members  
visiting classrooms to 
share “Curiosity 
Bags”, and other 
community building 
opportunities  
designed by your 
child’s teacher.  In 
addition to those, our 
teachers have been 
completing a range of 
academic  
assessments to  
accurately identify 
the performance lev-
el of your child in 

reading, writing, and 
math.  These  
assessments were 
completed by  
September 30th. 
 
Moving into this next 
part of our school 
year, your child will 
participate in small 
group instruction for 
reading, writing, and 
math based on the 
results of the  
assessments recently 
completed as well as 
on ongoing  
observations and  
informal assessments 
conducted by our 
teachers.  During the 
November parent-
teacher conferences, 
teachers will discuss 
student’s current 
level of performance 
and share ideas of 
what you can do at 
home to support your 
child’s ongoing  
learning.  Please come 
to the conference 
prepared to engage in 
a dialogue with your 
child’s teacher that 
will strengthen our 
partnered support of 

From the desk of: Julie Martin-Beaulieu, Principal 

Attendance Matters 
If your child must miss school, please call school BEFORE 
9:05 am on the day  your child is absent..  Give your child’s 
full name, grade and the reason for the absence.  And  
remember:  Upon return to school, you child should bring a 
note to explain the absence. 

Attendance Phone Line: 860 - 645 - 4826 

Nurse Phone Line:  860 - 647 - 3355 

Event Dates 

October 19  

Early Dismissal 

1:17 pm 

October 20  

Picture Day 

October 20  

Cristoline  

Fundraiser Part 2 
due 

October 28 

Family FREE 

Trunk or Treat 

October 28  

Spirit Day  

Dress as favorite 

BOOK character  

$1 donation to 

PTA 

PRESCHOOL 

On Early Dismissal days: 

Ms. Sscarpa  Ms. Ferland 

Class dismiss at: 11:05 am 

No PM classes 

Ms. Griffen/Ms Lepack 

Class dismiss at 11:05 am 



Mrs. Merwin, School Counselor 
This month I'd like to focus on the topic of "Emotional Awareness" and how we can support this in our 
students and children!  
Why is this important?  
Children who are able to identify how they feel are often better able to communicate their needs. 
They are also more likely to understand the feelings of theirs friends, peers, and adults in theirs lives. 
This builds empathy, which an important life skill.  
 
Becoming comfortable with their feelings is important as children face new challenges and learn to 
manage their changing emotions.  
 
How can we build emotional awareness?  
There are simple things you can do at home to help your child learn more about emotions.  
Try some of these ideas:  
 -Ask you child how he/she is feeling. List some feeling words to choose from is they are getting 
"stuck:  
 -Share how you are feeling. Be specific.  
 -Play feelings charades. Show you feelings on your face and with your body language.  
 -Read stories with you child and talk about how the characters are feeling. 
Try some of these books about feelings:  
The Way I Feel by Janan Cain  
In My Heart by Jo Witek  
How Are You Peeling? by Saxton Freyann  
When Sophie Gets Angry by Molly Bang  
 

 

 

 

 

 

                       Dear Keeney Families, 

The Holidays will be here before you know it. We here at Keen-

ey  

want everyone to have as happy a holiday as possible. 

 

If you need assistance with gifts or clothing for your children 

please let me know as soon as possible. It is helpful if you tell me the name and age of your 

child, clothing sizes, preferred colors, interests as well as any item that you particularly are in 

need of like shoes or winter coat. 

 

If you would like to be a sponsor to help purchase for others in our community that would be  

wonderful. 

 

Please write me a note or call Keeney with this information. 

 

Thanks so much, 

Tom Nicholas 

Keeney Social Worker 



Events @ Mary Cheney Library     
 586 Main Street    860 645 0577 

M 

Pokémon GO Walk – Saturday, October 22nd, 2pm at Mary Cheney Library. Join Man-
chester Public Library’s Pokémon trainers in the Howroyd Room at 2pm so we can make a 
loop around Center Park to spin at PokéStops and hopefully catch some Pokémon, too! 
Bring your own device loaded with the Pokémon GO app and wear comfortable clothes. 
After our walk, we will return to Mary Cheney for a craft and snack. This program is for 
all ages – families, adults, teens! Children under 14 must be accompanied by a parent 
or adult caregiver. Please call 860-645-0577 if there is inclement weather. No rain 
date.  

Preschool Dance Party – Friday, October 28th, 2-
2:30pm at Mary Cheney. For children up to 6 years old, this program is a time for care-
givers and little ones to rock out at the library. Dance, sing along and have fun to kids’ 
music, oldies and “The Monster Mash!” Call 860-645-0577 for more information.  

Danny Magic Family Program – Saturday, October 29th, 10:30am at 
Mary Cheney. A fun comedy magic show for kids and kids at heart.            
Call 860-645-0577 for more information.  

Late Fall Storytime Session – The session begins on October 31st with many program 
options. Storytimes are offered for infants, one-year olds, two-year olds and three-to-
five year olds. Please see a storytime brochure or ask a librarian for more de-
tails. Registration begins October 24th for Manchester residents and October 
26th for non-residents. Locations: Mary Cheney Library, 586 Main St, Manchester, CT; 
Whiton Branch Library, 100 North Main St, Manchester, CT 
library.townofmanchester.org 

tel:860-645-0577
tel:860-645-0577
tel:860-645-0577
http://library.townofmanchester.org/


Ms. Jones  Reading Specialist 



Important Information about Reading 















Welcome back!  Things have been off to a great start in STEM for kindergarten, 
grade 1, and grade 2 since school started.  We spent most of the month of September 
learning all about our 5 senses and how scientists use them to make observations (things 
we notice) and ask questions (things we wonder).  We also became familiar with science 
tools and got to use magnifying glasses to explore Play-doh! 

Now, as we have moved into October, we have begun our first science units.  In 
kindergarten, we are continuing to discover using our 5 senses to learn all about 
the    different properties of matter.  We will be looking at how to sort objects based upon 
color, shape, size, and material.  Kindergarteners will also be learning how to use a scale 
to weigh and compare different items.  Lastly, we will be moving onto using magnets to 
find out which materials and magnetic and also discovering which items can sink or float. 

In first grade, we have begun our unit about forces and motion.  So far, we have 
learned all about the forces of push and pull and have gone on a “motion” hunt on the 
playground.  We will continue to use different hands-on activities to learn more about push 
and pull and will even take a look at how friction impacts movement. 

Second graders have started their unit about matter.  I’m sure if you ask your  
students in second grade, they can tell you that matter is everywhere and every-

thing!  The first focus of our matter unit is solids and we have gone on a “solid” search in 
each of your students’ classrooms.  We also have started to take a look at our boxes of 
“solids” to see what attributes they have in common and how they are different.  Once we 
are done learning about solids, we will move onto learning about liquids and even spend a 
little bit of time learning about gases. 

I hope that your little scientists have enjoyed the first month of STEM and have 
been telling you all about exciting things we are doing in school.  Here’s a link to an  

experiment that we did the first week of school so that you can do some science at 
home! 
http://littlebinsforlittlehands.com/skittles-science-activity-candy-experiments-for-kids/ 

Enjoy!  

Manchester Public Schools does not discriminate in any employment practice, education program, or educational activity on the basis of 

race, color, religious creed, sex, age, national origin, ancestry, marital status, sexual orientation, gender identity or expression, disabil-

ity (including, but not limited to, intellectual disability, past or present history of mental disorder, physical disability or learning disabil-

ity), genetic information, or any other basis prohibited by Connecticut state and/or federal nondiscrimination laws. Manchester Public 

Schools does not unlawfully discriminate in employment and licensing against qualified persons with a prior criminal conviction. Man-

chester Public Schools is committed to a policy of equal opportunity/affirmative action for all qualified persons and equal access to Boy 

Scouts of America and other designated youth groups. Inquiries regarding Manchester Public Schools nondiscrimination policies and 

practices should be directed to: Terri Smith, Human Resources Specialist/Title IX Coordinator Manchester Public Schools 45 North 

School Street Manchester, CT 06042 860-647-3595 or Coordinator of School Health Services Section 504 Co-Coordinator Manchester 

Public Schools 45 North School Street Manchester, CT 06042 860-647-3324  

Winter Concert: Our Winter Concert will be held on Wednesday, December 21, 2016. The 
Fifth Grade Band, Fifth Grade Orchestra will perform in two concerts – the first concert will be 

at 2:15pm for Keeney students and staff and the second concert will be at 4:30pm for parents and  
families. Both concerts will be held in the Keeney Street School Gymnasium.  

 

Please mark your calendars! 
 
Spring Concerts: We will have our Spring Concerts on Tuesday, May 23, 2017 at 10:00am and 
2:15pm in the Keeney gym for Keeney staff and students. Our evening concert for parents and families 
will be held on the same date at 7:00pm in Bennet Academy’s Cone Gymnasium. The Fourth and Fifth 
Grade Band, Fourth and Fifth Grade Orchestra, and Fifth Grade Chorus will  perform at all three  
concerts. We look forward to seeing parents and families at the evening concert.  
 

Please mark your calendars! 

http://littlebinsforlittlehands.com/skittles-science-activity-candy-experiments-for-kids/

