Keeney Street Elementary School

Event Dates

October 19
Early Dismissal
1:17 pm
October 20
Picture Day

October 20

Cristoline

Fundraiser Part 2
due

October 28

Family FREE
Trunk or Treat

October 28
Spirit Day

Dress as favorite
BOOK character
$1 donation to

October 2016

From the desk of: Julie Martin-Beaulieu, Principal

I hope that everyone
has enjoyed the
beginning to the
school year and is
enjoying this newly
ar'lr'lved fall weath-
er!

As most of you know,
the month of
September was filled
with a variety of
“getting to know you"
activities and
experiences. These
ranged from
students sharing
Information about
themselves with
their classmates,
teachers and other
staff members
visiting classrooms to
share “Curiosity
Bags", and other
community building
opportunities
designed by your
child's teacher. In
addition to those, our
teachers have been
completing a range of
academic
assessments to
accurately identify

r'eading‘,_ writing, and
math. "These
assessments were
completed b%/
September 30th.

Moving into this next
part of our school
year, your child will
participate in small
group instruction for
reading, writing, and
math based on’the
results of the
assessments recently
completed as well as
on ongoing
observations and
informal assessments
conducted by our
teachers. Dur-m% the
November parent-
teacher conferences,
teachers will discuss
student’s current
level of performance
and share ideas of
what you can do at
home to support your
child's ongoing
learning. Please come
to the conference
prepared to engage in
a dialogue with’your
child'steacher that

your child.

I hope you enjoy
rea m% this
newsletter and learn

about some of our
school-wide events
and experiences that
all of our Keeney
Cubs have access to!

PTA the performance lev-  will strengthen our
el of your child in partnered support of
PRESCHOOL
On Early Dismissal days:

Ms. Sscarpa Ms. Ferland
Class dismiss at: 11:05 am
No PM classes
Ms. Griffen/Ms Lepack

Class dismiss at 11:05 am




Mrs. Merwin, School Counselor

' This month I'd like to focus on the topic of "Emotional Awareness" and how we can support this in our
1students and children!

! Why is this important?

 Children who are able to identify how they feel are often better able to communicate their needs.
- They are also more likely to understand the feelings of theirs friends, peers, and adults in theirs lives.
This builds empathy, which an important life skill.

: Becoming comfortable with their feelings is important as children face new challenges and learn to
- manage Fheir changing emotions.

: How can we build emotional awareness?

1 There are simple things you can do at home to help your child learn more about emotions.

! Try some of these ideas:

: -Ask you child how he/she is feeling. List some feeling words to choose from is they are getting

-"stuck:

-Share how you are feeling. Be specific.

-Play feelings charades. Show you feelings on your face and with your body language.
-Read stories with you child and talk about how the characters are feeling.

- Try some of these books about feelings:

i The Way I Feel by Janan Cain

iIn My Heart by Jo Witek

:How Are You Peeling? by Saxton Freyann

 When Sophie Gets Angry by Molly Bang

( Dear Keeney Families,
dpp r The Holidays will be here before you know it. We here at Keen-
b 4 £
HO] quys J want everyone to have as happy a holiday as possible.

If you need assistance with gifts or clothing for your children
please let me know as soon as possible. It is helpful if you tell me the name and age of your
child, clothing sizes, preferred colors, interests as well as any item that you particularly are in

need of like shoes or winter coat.

If you would like to be a sponsor to help purchase for others in our community that would be
wonderful.

Please write me a note or call Keeney with this information.

Thanks so much,
Tom Nicholas
Keeney Social Worker




Events @ Mary Cheney Library
586 Main Street 860 645 0577
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'Pokemon GO Walk - Saturday, October 22", 2pm at Mary Cheney Library. Join Man- @

ches’rer' Public Library's Pokémon trainers in the Howroyd Room at 2pm so we can make a ®
Ioop around Center Park to spin at PokéStops and hopefully catch some Pokémon, too! P
° Brmg your own device loaded with the Pokémon GO app and wear comfortable clothes. ¢
e After our walk, we will return to Mary Cheney for a craft and snack. This program is for
00l| ages - families, adults, teens! Children under 14 must be accompanied by a parent e
®or adult caregiver. Please call 860-645-0577 if there is inclement weather. No rain ®

" Preschool Dance Party - Friday, October 28™, 2-
»2:30pm at Mary Cheney. For children up o 6 years old, this program is a time for care-
«givers and little ones to rock out at the library. Dance, sing along and have fun to kids"
«music, oldies and “The Monster Mash!" Call 860-645-0577 for more information. |

Danny Magic Family Program - Saturday, October 29™, 10:30am at |
Mary Cheney. A fun comedy magic show for kids and kids at heart.
Call 860-645-0577 for more information.

||_FLa'l'e Fall Storytime Session - The session begins on October 31°" with many program =ﬂ|
options. Storytimes are offered for infants, one-year olds, fwo-year olds and three-to-
five year olds. Please see a storytime br‘ochur‘e or ask a librarian for more de-
||| Tmls Registration begins October 24™ for Manchester residents and October |||
26™ for non-residents. Locations: Mary Cheney Library, 586 Main St, Manchester, CT;
Whiton Branch Library, 100 North Main St, Manchester, CT
||| library.townofmanchester.org |||

EEEEEEEEEEEEQ



tel:860-645-0577
tel:860-645-0577
tel:860-645-0577
http://library.townofmanchester.org/

Ms. Jones Reading Specialist

Reading At Home...

Can Make a HUGE

Digferencel

Tips from [¥is. Jones
keeney SChool Reading Specialist

What you can do at
Home...

Help ¥our Child ChOooSe bDDKS that
are ah approprigte readihg |eve|.
Use the Five finSer rilje.

Opeh the bDok 1D ahy pase ahd
A%k your child 0 read. PUt Up 3
Finger every time your child does

hott khOW g word. IF ¥ou have put
Up more thah £Five finSers before
the end OF the page, this boOk is
100 hard £0r Your child.

Choose books that match your
Child’s likes and interests.

Ahd doh't FOrget t0 hot |egve
home without i Aays have
réading materials availabie w0 read
in the Car Or if Your child has tD
Wit £0r 3h appoimtment. @

Read with Me
Allow gewr child e
selest seome readi

Make a Point to Support & Compliment!
Word-Solving
% You tred more than one strategy
an your ownll
< Mice job using a different vowel soundll
< Super work making vour eyes go through
the beginning, middle & end of that word!
< Great job sticking with it to work on sobving!
Comprehension
< You are sel-monitoring & worang on it
when it does not make sense.
% Your expression is showing that yvou
understand what you're reading.
< Wonderful job stopping to think about the
text instead of reading to just get fo the
next page!
% You remembber the details beautifully!
Flvency
% You sounded just like the character would
sound!
% | could hear you take a break after the
punctuation marks!
o
o

You are reading in phroses, not word-by-
word!

Your speed iz just nghtl Not too fast or too
slowl

15-20 minutes is plenty of time for a beginner reader.
Reading together can be part of your family time at any age!

Play a Sight Word Game: Tic-Tac-Toe: Write words in the tac-tac-
toe spaces. Take turns selecting a space to read. If read correctly. an X or O 13
placed on the space until someone wins.




Important Information about Reading

Manchester Public Schools

<ennady Education Centar
45 Worth School Street
Klanchester CT OLCAZ
BE60-247-5041

WAL ST e g

Dear Elementary Parents/Guardians,
Manchester Public Schools is commitied fo developing children into readers.

Research supports that the amount of fime spent reading is the best predicior of reading achievement,
including a child's growth 85 a reader from the second to the fifth grade. The review concludes that
independent reading, defined as fthe reading students choose to do, supports keaming and schoaol
achievement. Providing studenis with protected independent reading time both in school and at home is
critical for supporting necessary in order to support ther student growth in reading.

The Reading Workshop struciure provides students time to read independently on a daily basis.. The
Independent Reading Chari highlights by grade lewel how teachers build independent reading time
tihroughout the year in order to develop reading stamina for all students.

Each night your child should read independently at home. To assisi, students will bring home a book(s)
of their choice. In Kindengarten this book may be in the form of a poem, sight word cards or a book that they
select from the independent classreom library.

As studenis advance with their independent reading levels, a letter will be sent home celebrating the child's

SUCOESS.

District expectafion is that every child read independently each night Teachers will communicate with
parents and guardians when independent reading books go home and are to be retumed. |t is very
important fhat these materials be refurned as they are part of the classmoom independent reading library
which allow other studenis to have an opportunity to choose books to take home and read.

Simcerely,
Ehiadld >

Diane Sheshan-Bums

Diirecior of Teaching & Leaming - Humanities
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Date: Thursday, October 27, 2016
Time: 6:00-7:30 PM
' LLI Childenre will be provhied for pre-school ag

Don't miss this
amazing cvent
at Keeney!

Rocetwe a low FIREE
books to add fo yoor

Come enjoy a meal with usd  homa ffbrery as a gif?

for atferncding’

L LR TR LR Sl T R 17 i M L]
eag cul and ratum this porlion fo yoar child's teachor By Thurs, Ok

= 200tk

Chld"s Mame

Tergcher's Mama

W wnnild love your feedhack
tollowmg tha program, Flease
leeye otr pmall address so 1l
w2 may #and Yoo & gul soneagy!

Filending Selirlt's Mamoe
Cirde Ore wES WO

¥ Atfonding

B rargportetion

* of Children
for Childcaare

C-Mad ddross

Dy flme: Phaone ¢




LOOK AT YOUR DAY IN A WHOLE NEW WAY!
Whai you de ai home makes a diiierence!

Family learning is already in your home and in everything you do. You can help your child
learn even more as you go about your daily routines. Ordinary activities throughout the day
have the POWER to help children learn and succeed. Ay time can be family learning time!

= Make reading a more visible part of life:
* [Read a cereal box or milk carton with breakfaost
* Add a note to your child's snack or lunch or write notes around the
house that your child can find
* Point out reading that's all arownd us, like mail, menus & labels
» Add simgi writi talking with kids 1o i o
* Make shopping lists together
* Find letters on street signs
* Make books together. Take turns writing words and drowing or
cutting out pictures. Encourage your child to read to you.
* Talk with children about things that irterest them.

Children need their familty’s help to succeed in school and in life. Adults need to keep
building their skills to keep up with a challenging world. Learning is the rood to success.

Families pave the wayl

» Paorents are ul . Let child see love learni
¥* Visit a museum or science center together
¥* Find an interesting website on the internet
¥* Talk about what you're learning as you read a newspaper or magazine
article
*  Math in the kitchen: using measuring cups with kids help them learn
froctions
* Want o lcarn more?
¥ Check out Manchester Public Schools Office of Family and Community
Partnership website for more ideas: www.mpsfcp.com



Pricke in Excodience

Manchester
Public
Schools

Social Emotional Leamning

For the 2016-2017 school year, all students

at Manchester Public Schools in grades K-5 will

receive instruction in the area of Social Emotional Leaming. We believe that children's social
emotional development is as critical as their development in academic areas. Students receive
instruction 2-3 times weekly in their classroom by their classroom teacher.

Solf-fwarcnes

Taecqriring ans's smdiz

Social &
Emotional
Learning

Respondtis

and e pakiy
ted orters

Cur curmiculum addresses the five important skill
areas that have been idenfified by the
Collaborative for Academic, Social and
Emotional Learning: Self Awareness, Social
Awareness, Self Management, Responsible
Decision Making and Relationship Skills. Our
goal is for students to acquire the knowledge,
attitudes, and skills they need to: recognize and
manage their emotions, demonstrate caring and
concemn for others, establish and maintain
positive  relationships, make responsible
decisions and handle challenging situations
constructively (CASEL).

Many of our materials and concepts come from
the theoretical framework of Social Thinking®
deyeloped by Michelle Garcia Winner

(socialthinking.com). Children leam about concepts such as:

Using our Social Smarts
Thinking with your Eyes
Following the Group Plan
Expected/Unexpected Behavior

Being flexible like Superflex™

Problem Solving strategies

Thoughts and feelings in self and others
Being a Social DetectivefSocial Thinker

Defeating the Unthinkables™ (thoughts and behaviors that get in our way)

Questions? Email or call - Christa Perkins, Social Emotional Leaming Coordinator

bagcperk@mpspride org or 860-645-6044



Sharon. inty, ART

At the open house in September, | was truly happy to meet many new Keeney families
and reunite with retuming cubs and their families. The home-school connection is
helpful in understanding and engaging the whole child.

Recently some children used a plastic building game called “Shapescapes”. FPlastic
pieces with slits and slots fit into one another to create toys or sculpture. Several
children wished they had their own set . These sets are also available on Amazon.com.

b ALSAPES

Currently all grades are involved in drawing units. In Kindergarten we are leaming to
use art to express a story. First graders recently leamed about the Las Caux caves in
France and the early artists who inhabited them. Second graders are leaming about
finding “hidden shapes in art™ to assist with drawing. Third and fourth graders are
leaming elements that show depth in a two dimensional drawing. Fifth graders are
being exposad to one point perspective drawing and tessellations.

All classes are working on the PTA Reflections Program. The theme this year is “What
is your stony?”  As students create quality arbwork, | will hold onto certain pieces for

future display and for indications of arfistic growth.

| am attaching a copy of the visual art units of study to this newsletter so you will an
idea what your child will be leaming about in art, in what grade, and during what part of
the school year. This might spark for some home discussions.



Sharam Funty Ry S Sohonl
Updatad Seodpmbar 14 2076

Units of Study 2016-2017

Kindergarten Drawing Fainting | Ceramlcs! Coollaga Fahbrics and
(Alexander Caider) | (Alewandsr Caldes Sculplure Erintmaking Fibara
raillom H. (¥aefih Harng; (e nder Sakkan Fie: Sanlisg Laisla al lhe
~ohrson | [Benry Tannz Amer casy
First Grade Drawing | Painting Caramical Conllages Fabrics and
L= ] iFenr Rousseau Soulpture Printmaking Filsere
Al SRk Frn Carla) {Faily Ringgekd]
I Shack Shasay
| Becond Grade Drawing Painting Caraimicsd Gl Fakries and
MWiccnl VanSoo) {Edwind Hcks) Sl piure Printrnaking Fibrers:
0r. Suess) iWamzeght {Abmandir Caiern [Picassan) {ndizis of Ihe
| iMauro: Ameicas anc
| Prendzmash Alrican Ther aristz, )
Third Grade Dhenwiing PaAt g Caramicss Collagal Fabwios and
Winsloe Homer) firsiow Homer Soulplure Printrmaking Fibsars
Imprszione Cirigami ltasins Crildmn's Bonk {Failh Ringgakh
Faintarsg wrizrst llasirafors |
ooz, Lerrd,
Hasis, Ehbarl, and
| ) = o 2 it Cr:liai
Drawing Fainting Caramices cl:iﬂﬂﬂﬂ.f Fahrics and
Fradarick | [Aurukon] Sculpture Printmaking Fibars.
Fourh Gradse Rznirghon) | (Toalive Smar cang (Fanle PisRsen (Malive Amedcan
‘Piconso) | Maria Madinas) o ER I P Tz ans)
Tapa Slxih}
Fifth Grade Dirawing Fainting Caramics) Collagear Fabrics and
M. Eschar) ffliam K Johnson) Sculpture Primtmaking Fibers
L CUL R L ERE (Fiell &) sFirdk 2 and scdenia
(Ramare Biande -4 ]

Also | am attaching a general permission slip to display artwork outside of the Keeney
building. If you didn’t complete one on open house night, you may want to do that and
send it in to school. You may include more than one sibling on the same form, including
last names, especially if different from your own. | will inform you if your child will have
work on display outside of school. Some outside sources like the PTA Reflections
Program and the Manchester Community Youth Art Initiative will require their own
permission slips.



Permission to Display Artwork Outside of School
1617 School Year

Sometimes | put artwork on display in the community. Generally we use the child's
first initial and last name to identify the work. Ifit is OK for your child’s artwork to be
put on display outside of Keeney Street School, please send in the following
permission slip. You may include each of your children on the same pemission slip.

Thank you for your support.
Sharon Punty

1, give permission for

Mrs. Sharon Punty to display my child’s artwork at locations outside of Keeney
Street School for the 2016-2017 school year. | understand that full names will not be
displayed on the artwork.

*Please be sure to include your child's last name if different from your own.

Parent or Guardian Signature

Date




PER‘}O Welcome back! Things have been off to a great start in STEM for kindergarten,
Ms_ Sow grade 1, and grade 2 since school started. We spent most of the month of September
learning all about our 5 senses and how scientists use them to make observations (things
we notice) and ask questions (things we wonder). We also became familiar with science
s tools and got to use magnifying glasses to explore Play-doh!
Now, as we have moved into October, we have begun our first science units. In
kindergarten, we are continuing to discover using our 5 senses to learn all about
’ the different properties of matter. We will be looking at how to sort objects based upon
color, shape, size, and material. Kindergarteners will also be learning how to use a scale
to weigh and compare different items. Lastly, we will be moving onto using magnets to
E find out which materials and magnetic and also discovering which items can sink or float.
In first grade, we have begun our unit about forces and motion. So far, we have
learned all about the forces of push and pull and have gone on a “motion” hunt on the
M playground. We will continue to use different hands-on activities to learn more about push
and pull and will even take a look at how friction impacts movement.
Second graders have started their unit about matter. I'm sure if you ask your
students in second grade, they can tell you that matter is everywhere and every-
K thing! The first focus of our matter unit is solids and we have gone on a “solid” search in
each of your students’ classrooms. We also have started to take a look at our boxes of
“solids” to see what attributes they have in common and how they are different. Once we
are done learning about solids, we will move onto learning about liquids and even spend a
- little bit of time learning about gases.
| hope that your little scientists have enjoyed the first month of STEM and have
been telling you all about exciting things we are doing in school. Here’s a link to an
experiment that we did the first week of school so that you can do some science at

home!
2 http://littlebinsforlittiehands.com/skittles-science-activity-candy-experiments-for-kids/

Enjoy!

)
uschinter Concert: Our Winter Concert will be held on Wednesday, December 21, 2016. The
Fifth Grade Band, Fifth Grade Orchestra will perform in two concerts — the first concert will be
at 2:15pm for Keeney students and staff and the second concert will be at 4:30pm for parents and
families. Both concerts will be held in the Keeney Street School Gymnasium.

Please mark your calendars!

Spring Concerts: We will have our Spring Concerts on Tuesday, May 23, 2017 at 10:00am and
2:15pm in the Keeney gym for Keeney staff and students. Our evening concert for parents and families
will be held on the same date at 7:00pm in Bennet Academy’s Cone Gymnasium. The Fourth and Fifth
Grade Band, Fourth and Fifth Grade Orchestra, and Fifth Grade Chorus will perform at all three
concerts. We look forward to seeing parents and families at the evening concert.

Please mark your calendars!

Manchester Public Schools does not discriminate in any employment practice, education program, or educational activity on the basis of
race, color, religious creed, sex, age, national origin, ancestry, marital status, sexual orientation, gender identity or expression, disabil-
ity (including, but not limited to, intellectual disability, past or present history of mental disorder, physical disability or learning disabil-
ity), genetic information, or any other basis prohibited by Connecticut state and/or federal nondiscrimination laws. Manchester Public
Schools does not unlawfully discriminate in employment and licensing against qualified persons with a prior criminal conviction. Man-
chester Public Schools is committed to a policy of equal opportunity/affirmative action for all qualified persons and equal access to Boy
Scouts of America and other designated youth groups. Inquiries regarding Manchester Public Schools nondiscrimination policies and
practices should be directed to: Terri Smith, Human Resources Specialist/Title IX Coordinator Manchester Public Schools 45 North
School Street Manchester, CT 06042 860-647-3595 or Coordinator of School Health Services Section 504 Co-Coordinator Manchester
Public Schools 45 North School Street Manchester, CT 06042 860-647-3324


http://littlebinsforlittlehands.com/skittles-science-activity-candy-experiments-for-kids/

