On March 25, 1911, the Triangle Shirtwaist Factory in New York City burst into
flames. The factory was crowded. The doors were locked to ensure workers stay
inside. One hundred forty-six people—mostly women—perished; it was one of the
most lethal workplace fires in American history until September 11, 2001 This is
the story of the unquenchable pride and activism of fearless immigrants and
women who stood up to business, got America on their side, and finally changed
working conditions for our entire nation, initiating radical new laws we take for
granted today.

There is the tale of an abandoned, pregnant calico cat who finds shelter and friend-
ship with the bloodhound, Ranger. He is the abused and neglected pet of Gar Face,
a broken-jawed recluse who lives in the Texas bayou, where he fled 25 years previ-
oy dhe ously to escape an abusive father. And finally there is the story of Grandmother
b'*‘&fﬂ"f‘m Moccasin, a shape-shifting water snake who has lain dormant in a jar for a thou-
H__“ e sand years, buried beneath a loblolly pine tree. The threads are brought together
fpﬂl when Puck, one of the newborn kittens, breaks the rule of straying from the sliver of
m space beneath Gar Face's porch where Ranger is chained and the cats live and his
. moment of curiosity sets off a chain of events that is astonishing, remarkable, and
enormous in its meaning.

Suzanne Collins delivers equal parts suspense and philosophy, adventure and ro-
mance, in this stunning novel set in a future with unsettling parallels to our present.
In the ruins of a place once known as North America lies the nation of Panem, a
shining Capitol surrounded by twelve outlying districts. Long ago the districts
waged war on the Capitol and were defeated. As part of the surrender terms, each
district agreed to send one boy and one girl to appear in an annual televised event
called, "The Hunger Games," a fight to the death on live TV.

Sarah Byrnes and Eric have been friends for years. When they were children, his fat
and her terrible scars made them both outcasts. Later, although swimming slimmed

Eric, she stayed his closest friend. Now Sarah Byrnes -- the smartest, toughest per-
son Eric has ever known -- sits silent in a hospital. Eric must uncover the terrible se-
cret she's hiding, before its dark currents pull them both under.

A varsity letter jacket: it's exclusive, nearly unattainable, revered . . . and
everything that's screwed up about Cutter High, as faras T. J. Jones is
concerned. That's why T. J. is determined to have the Cutter All Night Mer-
men—the unlikeliest swim team a high school has ever seen—earn letter
jackets of their own. It won't be easy. For one thing, they don't even have a
pool. They will fight for their dignity, they will fight with each other, and
sometimes they will just fight. And then they will realize that a single mo-
ment can bring lifelong heartache or lifelong friendship. For T. J. and his
crew of misfits, the quest may be far more valuable than the reward.




How could someone like Phoebe’s brother die? Mick Harte was one of the cool-
est kids you’d ever want to meet. Mick was also the kid who would still be alive
now—if he’d only worn his bicycle helmet. . . .

— Meet Holling Hoodhood, a seventh-grader at Camillo Junior High, who must spend

’ﬂ Wednesday afternoons with his teacher, Mrs. Baker, while the rest of the class has
Q\ religious instruction. Mrs. Baker doesn’t like Holling—he’s sure of it. Why else

! , would she make him read the plays of William Shakespeare outside class? But

everyone has bigger things to worry about, like Vietham. His father wants Holling

, he M and his sister to be on their best behavior: the success of his business depends on

NE) 5% o A% it But how can Holling stay out of trouble when he has so much to contend with? A
A.%%:a‘-oﬂﬁ;ﬁm" bully demanding cream puffs; angry rats; and a baseball hero signing autographs
- the very same night Holling has to appear in a play in yellow tights!

In this companion novel to The Wednesday Wars, Doug struggles to be more than
the "skinny thug" that some people think him to be. He finds an unlikely ally in Lil
Spicer, who gives him the strength to endure an abusive father, the suspicions of a
town, and the return of his oldest brother, forever scarred, from Vietnam. Schmidt
expertly weaves multiple themes of loss and recovery in a story teeming with dis- 5 A [ or
tinctive, unusual characters and invaluable lessons about love, creativity, and sur- AO 0 ’
vival.

s GARY D. SCHMIDT

In America after the Second Civil War, the Pro-Choice and Pro-Life armies came to an
agreement: The Bill of Life states that human life may not be touched from the moment of
conception until a child reaches the age of thirteen. Between the ages of thirteen and
eighteen, however, a parent may choose to retroactively get rid of a child through a pro-
cess called "unwinding." Unwinding ensures that the child's life doesn’t “technically” end
by transplanting all the organs in the child's body to various recipients. Now a common
and accepted practice in society, troublesome or unwanted teens are able to easily be
unwound. With breathtaking suspense, this book follows three teens who all become run-
away Unwinds.

unwinn

The Andersons are shocked still further when Teddy is arrested and thrown in pris-
on for attempted homicide after his elaborately laid plans for revenge against his
sister's killer are foiled by the cops Teddy soon finds himself out of prison on house
arrest, and in the capable hands of Officer Mariana Diaz . As part of the innovative
rehabilitation program Diaz runs, Teddy is assigned to tutor Micah, a twelve-year-
old orphan and would-be gansta. But even though Teddy thinks he knows it all, he
fails to see how Micah's desperate need for love and trust just might have the pow-
er not only to pierce all Teddy's defenses, but to save his family.

y ’4{004— Teddy Anderson's little sister Tina is gunned down randomly in a drive-by shooting.
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Sixteen-year-old Jericho is psyched when he and his cousin and best friend, Josh,
are invited to pledge for the Warriors of Distinction, the oldest and most exclusive
club in school. Just being a pledge wins him the attention of Arielle, one of the hot-
test girls in his class, whom he's been too shy even to talk to before now.

But as the secret initiation rites grow increasingly humiliating and force Jericho to
make painful choices, he starts to question whether membership in the Warriors of
Distinction is worth it. How far will he have to go to wear the cool black silk Warri-
ors jacket? How high a price will he have to pay to belong?

Mr. Griffin is the strictest teacher at Del Norte High, with a penchant for endless
projects and humiliating his students. Even straight-A student Susan can't believe
how mean he is to the charismatic Mark Kinney. So when her crush asks Susan to
help a group of students teach a lesson of their own, she goes along. After all, it's a
harmless prank, right? But things don't go according to plan. When one "accident"
leads to another, people begin to die. Susan and her friends must face the awful
truth: one of them is a killer.

LOIS DUNCAN

| won't describe what I look like. Whatever you're thinking, it's probably worse.

August Pullman was born with a facial deformity that, up until now, has prevented
him from going to a mainstream school. Starting 5th grade at Beecher Prep, he
wants nothing more than to be treated as an ordinary kid—but his new classmates
can’t get past Auggie’s extraordinary face. WONDER ,begins from Auggie’s point of
view, but soon switches to include his classmates, his sister, her boyfriend, and
others. These perspectives converge in a portrait of one community’s struggle with
empathy, compassion, and acceptance.

Julian Twerski isn't a bully. He's just made a big mistake. So when he returns to
school after a weeklong suspension, his English teacher offers him a deal: if he
keeps a journal and writes about the terrible incident that got him and his friends sus-
pended, he can get out of writing a report on Shakespeare. Julian jumps at the
chance. And so begins his account of life in sixth grade--blowing up homemade fire-
works, writing a love letter for his best friend (with disastrous results), and worrying
whether he's still the fastest kid in school. Lurking in the background, though, is the
one story he can't bring himself to tell, the one story his teacher most wants to hear.

When Marcus moves to a new town in the dead of summer, he doesn't know a soul.

While practicing football for impending tryouts, he strikes up an unlikely friendship PO@

with an older man. Charlie is a charismatic prankster—and the best football player ;

Marcus has ever seen. He can't believe his good luck when he finds out that Charlie mﬁ

is actually Charlie Popovich, or "the King of Pop," as he had been nicknamed during :QS %\‘
A ,

GORDON KORMAN

his career as an NFL linebacker. But that's not all. There is a secret about Charlie
that his own family is desperate to hide.




Johanna Wise has always long to be part of Dennis Arthur's rich, popular crowd,
and she can't believe it when he finally asks her out. Now she'll do anything to
continue to hang out with his cool friends and keep Dennis as her boy-
friend....even murder?

B the Scorpio Races. Riders attempt to keep hold of their water horses long enough to

¥ | make it to the finish line. Some riders live.

= Others die. At age nineteen, Sean Kendrick is the returning champion. He is a young

& | man of few words, and if he has any fears, he keeps them buried deep, where no one
else can see them. Puck Connolly is different. She never meant to ride in the Scorpio

Races. But fate hasn't given her much of a choice. So she enters the competition - the

first girl ever to do so. She is in no way prepared for what is going to happen

It is 1939. Nazi Germany. The country is holding its breath. Death has never been
busier, and will become busier still.

Liesel Meminger is a foster girl living outside of Munich, who scratches out a mea-
ger existence for herself by stealing when she encounters something she can’t re-
sist—books. With the help of her accordion-playing foster father, she learns to read
and shares her stolen books with her neighbors during bombing raids as well as
with the Jewish man hidden in her basement.

Abused by his mother and her boyfriend, Georgie Burgess learns to hide his hurt. He
withdraws into a safe and secret world of beautiful gardens filled with roses—just like
those in the library book he treasures.

When Georgie wins a small rosebush in a grocery store lottery he gives it all the love
and caring he’s never had. Georgie’s life begins to open up for him when the courts
send him to a home for boys where he will be safe. Slowly, and not without pain,
Georgie learns to give—and to receive—love...
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