ighland Park

Elementary School

VIP Day 1/22/14

Kindergarten 12:30-
1:00

First 1:00-
1:30

1:30-
2:00

Second

Third 2:00-
2:30

Fourth 9:30-
10:00

Fifth 11:30-
12:00

Upcoming Events

¢ 1/24 Thank U Fun Day

+ 1/28 PTA Bingo

¢ 2/5Early Release PD

¢ 2/7 PBIS Pep Rally

¢ 2/7 Mom & Son Game Night
¢ 2/11 Nutrition Fair

Welcome Back!

I hope you all had a safe, fun and healthy
holiday season with time spent with family and
friends.

January is an important time in a school year.
It's a time for reviewing progress, accelerate
learning and pace curriculum for the remain-
der of the year. These last two weeks will be
dedicated to the NWEA mid year assessment.
We will be meeting as grade level PLCs to
review the data and plan accordingly. Mov-
ing into February teachers will begin sharing
the Smarter Balanced Assessment practice test
for math and literacy with our students in
grades 3-5. Teachers spent January 17th
learning about this new assessment that will
replace the Connecticut Mastery Test in March.
Common Core curriculum alignment and dis-
cussions regarding the technology tools and
content expectations were facilitated by Mi-
chael Pearce , literacy coach and Grace
Deangelis, math coach.

The SBAC assessment will be an opportunity
for the state department to “test the test”.

This is a learning year for both students and
staff regarding the testing format . The test
will be computer based and there will be no
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scores shared with districts as this is a pilot
year.

As a reminder to all families, the first bell
rings at 8:50 am which allows students to
begin settling in for the day. Breakfast is a
available at 8:30 am and the final bell rings
at 9:05. If students are entering the building
after the final bell, they will be marked tardy.

As part of our school wide PBIS expectations
we encourage all students to be safe, respect-
ful and responsible every day. At our monthly
pep rally teachers nominate students who are
demonstrating those behaviors consistently as
well as students who have demonstrated an
improvement in any of those areas.

We are looking forward to seeing our VIPs on
January 22nd!

Sincerely,

Mrs. Burns, Principal

Martin Luther King Celebration

It was my honor to have nomi-

munity through volunteering in a

o 2/13PTA Mig 6:20

¢ 2/17-18 No School  Presi-

dent's Weekend

¢ 2/19-21 Jump Rope For
Heart

¢ 2/26 Grade 3 Trash
Museum

¢ 2/28 Movie Night

nated a very important group of
fifth grade students from High-
land Park School who are chang-
ing the world by doing some-
thing positive for others in their
community and who embody
the values of compassion, and

inspiration. These students are
known as the Highland Park Helping
Hands.

These students participated in the
awards program on Thursday, Janu-

ary 16th at MHS's Bailey Auditorium.

This leadership program is designed
to promote an awareness of com-

wide range of experiences .

Jacob Blazinski*, Jacob Pardi¥,
Nyasia Rice*, Daniel Eger*, Jaylene
Rodriguez*, Mia Hwang*, Julia Hill*,
Caelyn Wooley, Jenna Burke*

Mackayla O'Brien*, Ben Pitt *, Baden
Fogarty*, Jessica Pardi*
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Winter Concert

Our winter concert was re- from teachers, parents and
scheduled for Wednesday, friends.

January 15th. Two perfor- Thank you to Mr. Hayden,

mances were offered; morn-
! Mr. Ferrante and Ms. Jones

ing and afternoon. Fifth
for a wonderful perfor-

grade parents had the op-

portunity to listen to their

child in the chorus and/or

mance. Looking forward to
the spring concert!

perform in the string or band
segment of the concert. Al-
most all parents were in
attendance and the students
performed for their peers
and parents at both venues.
They were wonderful and

received many rounds of
applause and accolades

Thank You, HPS PTA!

]Z /‘f///(*//'(v// (/ education i lo

We received our order of Please consider becoming a
leach ane lo think intensively two document cameras and member of the HPS PTA,
will be receiving an order your help would be appreci-
and te think critically. for 6 wireless clickers to sup-  ated as well as your ideas!

port instruction in the class-

,jﬂ/f‘///'(/(‘llﬁ(‘/)/llf)' characler-

room. These gifts were

that i the y(t,r{/ 5/7/1/6' education made available through HPS
. ' . Fun Run donations and Big Y
Wertin Liuther -,‘,//i{'/l‘/y,i . points respectively.

Grade 4 Grant to Support Science Education

Manchester Public Schools were fortunate to be awarded a grant from the Savings Bank of Manchester’s SBM Foundation, ena-
bling Grade 4 students across the district to participate in the Science in Nature program run by the CT Audubon Society in
Glastonbury. All students in Grade 4 will be able to participate in the program, which investigates weather and climate, rock
and soil ecology, and adaptations in nature. Students will sharpen their skills as citizen scientists observing, collecting data, con-
ducting investigations and developing conclusions.

Students will participate in one of the three programs in April. Those in the Weather and Climate program will study weather
and climate trends and how they interact with the natural and human worlds. Students in the Rock and Soil Ecology group inves-
tigate the cycles and trends in local geology and what threatens the natural cycles and balance in order to inform them about
their part as stewards of the environment. Finally, the Adaptations program will take students on a journey through the world of
animal adaptations.

“This grant,” said Dr. Kisiel, “will not only support and enhance our fourth grade science curriculum but assist the district in striving
to achieve our goal of improving student thinking and problem solving skills.”
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Town Wide PTA Science Fair

A fun time at the Town Wide Science Fair today hosted by the Town PTA Council. The
kids did such amazing work and all seemed to have a great time !

Abstracy
IE::‘K onjeft Title

— Materials

Procedure

A special thank you to Mayor Leo Diana, for being our emcee for the event.

= o To Christine Cardoso,a HUGE thank you for chairing the event. Your continuous efforts
@] ’d“] L*:'] definitely paid off! You ROCK.

To the science fair committee members Curtisea Anderson, Principal Diane Burns, 6th
grade teacher Kelly Melesko, and parent Charlene Christensen. It was months and
months of meetings, many hours of planning that had a great return. Our judges, who
came out on a rainy Saturday morning, Mr. Kevin Derby, Ms. Jill Miller and Ms. Rachel
Hadyka. You helped make this happen! And last but not least our children and par-
ents who seemed to have fun learning about science!!!

Best Poster
3rd- Zachary Baranowski (Highland Park) Blast Off

2nd- Jaylene Rodriguez (Highland Park) Dinosaurs

Curriculum Connections; Literacy & Mathematics

Michael Pearce, Literacy and our own HPS teachers through the curriculum and is support-
Coach for HPS , attended ing the implementation of the writing units in the classrooms K-5.
the Lucy Calkins week long Grace Deangelis, Math Coach for HPS, will be attending a
seminar at Columbia Teach- Guided Math Workshop focused on differentiation within Tier 1
er’'s College in August. The instruction. Aimee Pont, Kindergarten, and Jen Smyth, Grade 1

focus was learning about the  will also be attending the workshop.
writing units of study that the
district purchased for the
2013-2014 school year. Mr.
Pearce has led both district

Teachers have been involved in developing differentiated math
work stations to support the content standards at students’ devel-
opmental levels.

Town Wide Reflections Awards

Manchester Town Council PTA hosted the 2013-2014 Reflections Awards Program
on January 14, 2014 at Cheney Hall.

HPS was proud to announce that Jacob Smyth , Grade 2, was awarded third place

in the district for his art work!

Congratulations Jacob!!
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