
    

 

MANCHESTER BOARD OF EDUCATION 
REGULAR MEETING 

MONDAY, OCTOBER 24, 2016 
LINCOLN CENTER – HEARING ROOM 

 
Policy Committee Meeting                5:30 P.M. – Director’s Room 
Board of Education Meeting             7:00 P.M. – Hearing Room 
 
       
A. OPENING 

1)  Call to order  
2)  Pledge of Allegiance 
3)  Board of Education Minutes 10-11-16      A – 3  
4)  Recognition of Mr. Carl Stafford for his service to the Manchester Board of  
     Education 

 
B. COMMITTEE REPORTS – None 
   
C. CONSENT CALENDAR 
 1)   Personnel Information        C – 1  
 2)   Transfer of Funds         C – 2  
 3)   Extended Field Trip Request Form – MHS – MHS Broadcast Journalism Class C – 3  
       Anaheim, CA, STN Convention – March 27, 2017 – April 1, 2017 – 30 students 
       4 Teacher Chaperones 
 4)   Establish an appropriation for FY16/17 for the Alliance District Grant in the amount C – 4  
       of $4,071,324 
   
D. REPORT FROM STUDENT REPRESENTATIVE -      
 Shania Stanton and Nabila Hoor Un Ein 
 
E. PUBLIC COMMENTS (any item before the board)  
 
F. SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT  

1)  Fall Data Report Update – Mr. Matthew Geary – Superintendent of Schools    
2)  SAAM Update – Dr. Amy Radikas, Deputy Superintendent, Curriculum &   F – 2  
      Special Services 
  

G. UNFINISHED BUSINESS – None 
 
H. NEW BUSINESS – None 
 
I. PUBLIC COMMENTS (comments limited to items on tonight’s agenda) 
 
J. COMMUNICATIONS  - None 
 
K. ITEMS FOR FUTURE AGENDAS 
 
L. ADJOURNMENT 
 
 



    

 

Welcome to the Manchester Board of Education meeting.  Observers are always welcome.  The 
following instructions are to assist those who wish to speak during the Public Comment session(s): 
 
1) Print your name and address on the sign-in sheet at the podium for accurate record keeping. 
2) State your name and address for the record.  Students state name only. 
3) First Session:  Three minute time limit for any item that may come before the Board.  Listen 

for the bell. 
4) Second Session:  Comments must be limited to items on the Board’s agenda for this meeting.  

The Board Chair has the discretion to limit comment time. 
5) Written statements may be substituted for Board members if time runs out for speaker. 
6) Immediate replies to questions/concerns should not be expected (Board Chair/Superintendent’s 

discretion). 
7) Inappropriate topics:  Confidential information, personal issues and legal concerns.  Please 

avoid derogatory and profane language.  Board of Education Policy #1220. 



  October 24, 2016 

 

            C – 1  
  

PERSONNEL ACTION 

APPOINTMENTS 

Ashley Soltoski to be a .6FTE School Social Worker at Waddell Elementary School.  Ms. 
Soltoski received a Master of Social Work degree at Salem State University.  Ms. Soltoski 
resides in Ellington.  It is recommended that her appointment be approved effective October 25, 
2016 (MA/Step 1, $49,280 pro-rated). 

Omar Rosario to be a School Social Worker at Illing Middle School.  Mr. Rosario received a 
Master of Social Work degree at Charter Oak State College.  Mr. Rosario resides in Willimantic.  
It is recommended that his appointment be approved effective October 27, 2016 (MA/Step 1, 
$49,280). 

David Pelaggi to be a Music teacher at Keeney Elementary School.  Mr. Pelaggi received a 
Bachelor of Arts in Music Education degree at Western Connecticut State University.  Mr. 
Pelaggi resides in New Britain.  It is recommended that his appointment be approved effective 
November 7, 2016 (BA/Step 1, $46,228). 

RESIGNATIONS 

Christine Gay, Math teacher at Illing Middle School has submitted a letter of resignation for 
personal reasons effective the end of business on November 11, 2016.  Ms. Gay has been with 
Manchester Public Schools since October 25, 2010.  It is recommended that her request be 
approved. 

Deborah Marocchini, Grade 4 teacher at Buckley Elementary School has submitted a letter of 
resignation for retirement purposes effective the end of business on January 31, 2017.  Ms. 
Marocchini has been with Manchester Public Schools since December 16, 1996.  It is 
recommended that her request be approved. 
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Overview of 
SAAM

SAAM – Summer Advantage Academy of Manchester

Limit impact of “summer slide”

Acceleration

One site:

Highland Park –Grades K(1), 1(2), 2(3)

20:2 pupil/teacher ratio



Acceleration

Targeted instruction based on year end data and 
progress monitoring

Consistent programming:
 LLI Program – focus on reading
 Additional books for in‐class reading
 Staffing

 2 teachers per class 
 2 guidance counselors
 2 reading specialists
 3 behavior technicians



Overview of
SAAM

NEEDS Alliance
Costs
14’‐15’

Alliance
Costs 
15’‐16’
Weeks 2 ‐ 5

BOE
Costs
15’‐16’  
Weeks 1 & 6

Alliance 
Costs 
16’ – 17’

Staffing 310,227.93 238,781.20 179,009.76

Transportation 76,543.86 37,481.60 5,300.00 46,281.60

Materials –
books, paper,
crayons…

10,394.95 11,200.00 4,034.55

Contracted
services

180,993.58 150,237.20 67,281.00 149, 251

TOTAL 578,160.32 426,500.00 83,781.00 378,576.91



Overview of 
SAAM

First Day
7/5/16

Last Day
8/5/16

Total
Disenrolled

Total 
Disenrolled
byGrade

Highland 310 268 42 K – 13

Grade K , 1 & 2 1st – 19

2nd ‐ 10

TOTALS 310 268 42



SAAM Kindergarten Spring to Grade 1 Fall

Running Record 
Begin Program

Running Record 
End Program

F&P Fall

Grade Level Expectation 4 4 4
Average Score 2 3 2
Total Tested 80 78 75

Grade Level Expectation 4 4 4
Average Score 1 1 1
Total Tested 7 7 6

Grade Level Expectation 4 4 4
Average Score 2 2 2
Total Tested 20 20 19

Grade Level Expectation 4 4 4
Average Score 1 2 2
Total Tested 26 25 25

Grade Level Expectation 4 4 4
Average Score 2 3 3
Total Tested 20 19 19

Hispanic

White

Grade K Spring/ 
Grade 1 Fall

Grand Total

Asian

Black



SAAM Grade 1 Spring to Grade 2 Fall

Running Record 
Begin Program

Running Record 
End Program

F&P Fall

Grade Level Expectation 10 10 10
Average Score 7 8 7
Total Tested 90 88 83

Grade Level Expectation 10 10 10
Average Score 6 7 6
Total Tested 5 5 5

Grade Level Expectation 10 10 10
Average Score 7 8 7
Total Tested 24 22 24

Grade Level Expectation 10 10 10
Average Score 7 8 7
Total Tested 29 29 28

Grade Level Expectation 10 10 10
Average Score 6 7 6
Total Tested 25 25 21

Asian

Black

Hispanic

White

Grade 1 Spring/ 
Grade 2 Fall

Grand Total



SAAM Grade 2 Spring to Grade 3 Fall

Running Record 
Begin Program

Running Record 
End Program

F&P Fall

Grade Level Expectation 13 13 13
Average Score 10 11 11
Total Tested 100 100 94

Grade Level Expectation 13 13 13
Average Score 12 13 12
Total Tested 9 9 8

Grade Level Expectation 13 13 13
Average Score 11 12 11
Total Tested 31 32 32

Grade Level Expectation 13 13 13
Average Score 9 10 10
Total Tested 32 32 31

Grade Level Expectation 13 13 13
Average Score 11 12 11
Total Tested 27 26 22

Asian

Black

Hispanic

White

Grade 2 Spring/ 
Grade 3 Fall

Grand Total



Overview of
SAAM –
Parent 
Survey
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Overview of
SAAM –
Parent 
Survey
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Partnership
Programming
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Partnerships

Park and Recreation

Manchester Early Learning 
Center (MELC)

Mary Cheney Library

Research shows that providing a range of high 
quality summer and after school experiences 
can improve young people’s chances of success 
in school and ultimately in life.  

Manchester Public Schools



Partnerships 

Mary Cheney Library

Norma Nevers from Mary Cheney Library

Open house: library cards & books

Read‐Alouds: Friday mornings – books to each 
classroom

Take home books for each students and 1 year 
National Geographic for Kids subscriptions 

 Funded 2 reading specialist positions

Manchester Public Schools



Parks and 
Recreation 
and MELC

Typical Afternoon

 11:30am‐11:45am ‐Transfer of SAAM students to 
camp sites

 11:45am‐12:45pm ‐ Lunch

 1:00pm‐3:30pm ‐Activities
Cooperative games, arts and craft or nature, special guest, special            
event, or field trip.

 3:45pm‐4:10pm ‐ Snack

4:15pm‐6pm ‐Activities

Manchester Public Schools



Parks and 
Recreation

Field Trips and Special Events for 2016

Swimming
Bowling
Nomads
CAST Theater
Camp Cup Event
Camp Mixers

Manchester Public Schools



MELC

Field Trips and Special Events for 2016

On site Girl Scouts
Mary Cheney Library
On site First Tee golf lessons
Work with local artist
New England Air & Space
Dinosaur Park
Shop Rite healthy eating

Manchester Public Schools



Considerations 
for SAAM 2017

Continue program evaluation

Open house / communication

Work being sent home

Schedule for library events

Manchester Public Schools



Questions 
and 

Discussion

Manchester Public Schools
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