
MANCHESTER BOARD OF EDUCATION 
REGULAR MEETING 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 25, 2013 
 

7:00 P.M. 
Lincoln Center 

A. OPENING 
 1)  Call to order 
 2)  Pledge of Allegiance 
 3)  Introduce New Board Members’ Welcome 
 4)  Election of Board Chair and Board Secretary 
 4)  Reaffirming of Board of Education Bylaws and Policies    A – 4  
 5)  Board of Education Minutes – November 13, 2013    A – 5  
   
B. SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT – PART I 

1)  Adult Education Update – Dr. Diane Kearney     B – 1  
       

C. CONSENT CALENDAR 
 1)   Personnel Actions         C – 1  
 2)   Transfer of Funds         C – 2  
 3)   Establish the Manchester Head Start, State Department of Education  C – 3  
        Services Grant appropriation, for FY13/14 in the amount of $93,597. 
 4)   Establish the USDA Head Start, breakfast and lunch grant appropriation C – 4  
        for FY13/14 in the amount of $111,052. 
 5)   Establish an increase in Manchester Head Start Day Care Program for   C – 5  
        FY13/14 for anticipated revenue by $80,000 bringing the total appropriation 
        to $610,000. 
 6)    Establish an appropriation in the amount of $46,950 for FY13/14 into a  C – 6  
        Special funds account for Head Start Service-Intercept Replacement Grant. 
 7)    Establish an appropriation in the amount of $92,223 for FY13/14 for the C – 7  
        Carl D. Perkins Career and Technical Education Secondary Basic Grant 

       provided through the State of Connecticut. 
8)    Grant MEA President, Tom Nicholas, .50 release time for the 2013-2014 C – 8  
        school year, and establish an appropriation in the amount of $26,325 to 
        be funded by the Manchester Education Association (MEA). 
9)     Establish an appropriation for $47,737 under the FY13/14 for Title III,  C – 9  
        Part A, English Language Acquisition and Language Enhancement grant 
        to be funded by the Connecticut State Department of Education. 
    

D. PUBLIC COMMENTS (any item before the board) 



 
E. SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT – PART II 
  1)  Chromebooks in the Classroom – Mr. Matthew Geary, Principal MHS  E – 1  
 2)  NWEA Update – Mrs. Amy Radikas      E – 2  
 
F. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
  
G. NEW BUSINESS 
 
H. COMMUNICATIONS 
 
I. COMMITTEE REPORT 
 1)  Personnel & Finance Committee Minutes      I – 1  
 
J. PUBLIC COMMENTS (comments limited to items on tonight’s agenda) 
 
K. ITEMS FOR FUTURE AGENDAS 
 
L. ADJOURNMENT 
 
Welcome to the Manchester Board of Education meeting.  Observers are always welcome.  
The following instructions are to assist those who wish to speak during the Public Comment 
session(s): 
 
1) Print your name and address on the sign-in sheet at the podium for accurate record 

keeping. 
2) State your name and address for the record.  Students state name only. 
3) First Session:  Three minute time limit for any item that may come before the Board.  

Listen for the bell. 
4) Second Session:  Comments must be limited to items on the Board’s agenda for this 

meeting.  The Board Chair has the discretion to limit comment time. 
5) Written statements may be substituted for Board members if time runs out for speaker. 
6) Immediate replies to questions/concerns should not be expected (Board 

Chair/Superintendent’s discretion). 
7) Inappropriate topics:  Confidential information, personal issues and legal concerns.  

Please avoid derogatory and profane language.  Board of Education Policy #1220. 
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PERSONNEL ACTION 
 
RESIGNATIONS 
 
Helen Fisher, School Guidance Counselor at Manchester High School, has submitted a letter 
of resignation for personal reasons effective November 29, 2013.  Ms. Fisher has been with 
Manchester Public Schools since January 5, 2009.  It is recommended that her request be 
approved. 
 
Elise Meola, Grade 5 Teacher at Robertson Elementary School, has submitted a letter of 
resignation for personal reasons effective November 19, 2013.  Ms. Meola has been with 
Manchester Public Schools since October 25, 2013.  It is recommended that her request be 
approved. 
 
Megan Fennerty, Grade 5 Teacher at Washington Elementary School, has submitted a letter 
of resignation for personal reasons effective November 18, 2013.  Ms. Fenerty has been with 
Manchester Public Schools since August 26, 2013.  It is recommended that her request be 
approved. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
November 25, 2013 
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The Impact of Chromebooks on Teaching and Learning 

Manchester High School Presentation to Manchester Board of Education 
Topical Outline - Draft 

 
 
Introduction:     
 
Efficiency and Engagement 
Blended Learning 
 
Troubleshooting: 
Collaboration in the Google Apps Environment 
Digital Citizenship 
Repair 
 
Teaching and Learning: 
Collaboration 
Video Chat (distance learning) 
Climate forum (research & gmail chat) 
24/7 access to information 
Google calendar and reminders 
Feedback and data for students & teachers 
 
Helping students help themselves: 
Classroom Google Site 
Blog 
 
Students organizing students: 
Student activities: student driven collaboration using docs & Forms 
 
Questions 



Overview of 
Manchester’s 
NWEA Data 
2013 

E - 2 



Northwest 
Evaluation 
Association 

 
NWEA   

 
 
Educational assessments 
 
Common Core aligned 
 
Computerized adaptive testing (CAT)  

 
Form of computer-based test that 
adapts to the examinee's ability level 

 
 



Northwest 
Evaluation 
Association 

 
NWEA   

Norm-referenced 
 
Compares individual student performance 
with performance of students in a norm 
group. 
 
Norm group – large, diverse group 
 
NWEA’s study results are based on grade level 
(K-11) samples of at least 20,000 students per grade. 
Samples were randomly drawn from a test records 
pool of 5.1 million students, from over 13,000 schools 
in more than 2,700 school districts in 50 states. 



Rasch unIT 
(RIT) Scale 

Performance scale with equal 
intervals 

 
Cross graded 
 
Stable over time 
 
Change (growth) over time 



Rasch unIT 
(RIT) Scale 

 Grade-level norms 
 Typical performance  
 Beginning-of-Year, Middle-of-Year, and End-of-Year 

 



Sample RIT 
Charts  

 
Reading 

Grade 2 Fall Norms for Reading fall in the 171-180 column. 



Sample RIT 
Charts  

 
Reading 

Grade 7 Fall Norms for Reading fall in the 211-220 column. 



Sample RIT 
Charts  

 
Mathematics 

Grade 2 Fall Norms for Mathematics fall in the 171-180 column. 



Sample RIT 
Charts  

 
Mathematics 

Grade 7 Fall Norms for Mathematics fall in the 221-230 column. 



Total Asian Black Hispanic White F/R Meals Special Ed ELL
551 71 115 148 204 257 21 59

Total Asian Black Hispanic White F/R Meals Special Ed ELL
556 70 116 152 205 260 21 60



NWEA KF Spring to Grade 1 Fall 
 

KF Gr. 1 KF Gr. 1 KF Gr. 1 KF Gr. 1 KF Gr. 1 KF Gr. 1 KF Gr. 1 KF Gr. 1
Spring Fall Spring Fall Spring Fall Spring Fall Spring Fall Spring Fall Spring Fall Spring Fall

571 557 66 74 121 124 138 133 216 197 325 251 22 21 64 65

Number of Students Tested
Total Asian Black Hispanic White F/R Meals Special Ed ELL

KF Gr. 1 KF Gr. 1 KF Gr. 1 KF Gr. 1 KF Gr. 1 KF Gr. 1 KF Gr. 1 KF Gr. 1
Spring Fall Spring Fall Spring Fall Spring Fall Spring Fall Spring Fall Spring Fall Spring Fall

568 556 66 74 121 124 136 132 215 196 321 248 22 21 62 65

Number of Students Tested
Total Asian Black Hispanic White F/R Meals Special Ed ELL



NWEA Grade 1 Spring to Grade 2 Fall 
 

Gr. 1 Gr. 2 Gr. 1 Gr. 2 Gr. 1 Gr. 2 Gr. 1 Gr. 2 Gr. 1 Gr. 2 Gr. 1 Gr. 2 Gr. 1 Gr. 2 Gr. 1 Gr. 2
Spring Fall Spring Fall Spring Fall Spring Fall Spring Fall Spring Fall Spring Fall Spring Fall

466 468 44 42 92 92 128 124 173 178 267 217 24 29 50 30

Number of Students Tested
Total Asian Black Hispanic White F/R Meals Special Ed ELL

Gr. 1 Gr. 2 Gr. 1 Gr. 2 Gr. 1 Gr. 2 Gr. 1 Gr. 2 Gr. 1 Gr. 2 Gr. 1 Gr. 2 Gr. 1 Gr. 2 Gr. 1 Gr. 2
Spring Fall Spring Fall Spring Fall Spring Fall Spring Fall Spring Fall Spring Fall Spring Fall

469 469 43 41 92 92 129 125 174 179 270 219 25 28 48 29

Number of Students Tested
Total Asian Black Hispanic White F/R Meals Special Ed ELL



NWEA Grade 2 Spring to Grade 3 Fall 
 

Gr. 2 Gr. 3 Gr. 2 Gr. 3 Gr. 2 Gr. 3 Gr. 2 Gr. 3 Gr. 2 Gr. 3 Gr. 2 Gr. 3 Gr. 2 Gr. 3 Gr. 2 Gr. 3
Spring Fall Spring Fall Spring Fall Spring Fall Spring Fall Spring Fall Spring Fall Spring Fall

508 496 56 47 102 103 128 128 193 189 290 222 50 54 30 23

Number of Students Tested
Total Asian Black Hispanic White F/R Meals Special Ed ELL

Gr. 2 Gr. 3 Gr. 2 Gr. 3 Gr. 2 Gr. 3 Gr. 2 Gr. 3 Gr. 2 Gr. 3 Gr. 2 Gr. 3 Gr. 2 Gr. 3 Gr. 2 Gr. 3
Spring Fall Spring Fall Spring Fall Spring Fall Spring Fall Spring Fall Spring Fall Spring Fall

509 495 45 47 102 102 129 128 193 189 291 222 51 53 30 23

Number of Students Tested
Total Asian Black Hispanic White F/R Meals Special Ed ELL



NWEA Grade 3 Spring to Grade 4 Fall 
 

Gr. 3 Gr. 4 Gr. 3 Gr. 4 Gr. 3 Gr. 4 Gr. 3 Gr. 4 Gr. 3 Gr. 4 Gr. 3 Gr. 4 Gr. 3 Gr. 4 Gr. 3 Gr. 4
Spring Fall Spring Fall Spring Fall Spring Fall Spring Fall Spring Fall Spring Fall Spring Fall

472 463 37 34 91 91 115 119 199 191 284 213 54 56 23 25

Number of Students Tested
Total Asian Black Hispanic White F/R Meals Special Ed ELL

Gr. 3 Gr. 4 Gr. 3 Gr. 4 Gr. 3 Gr. 4 Gr. 3 Gr. 4 Gr. 3 Gr. 4 Gr. 3 Gr. 4 Gr. 3 Gr. 4 Gr. 3 Gr. 4
Spring Fall Spring Fall Spring Fall Spring Fall Spring Fall Spring Fall Spring Fall Spring Fall

471 473 37 34 91 94 114 122 199 194 284 220 54 56 22 25

Number of Students Tested
Total Asian Black Hispanic White F/R Meals Special Ed ELL



NWEA Grade 4 Spring to Grade 5 Fall 
 

Gr. 4 Gr. 5 Gr. 4 Gr. 5 Gr. 4 Gr. 5 Gr. 4 Gr. 5 Gr. 4 Gr. 5 Gr. 4 Gr. 5 Gr. 4 Gr. 5 Gr. 4 Gr. 5
Spring Fall Spring Fall Spring Fall Spring Fall Spring Fall Spring Fall Spring Fall Spring Fall

472 470 41 37 106 112 108 106 191 187 283 212 63 66 29 26

Number of Students Tested
Total Asian Black Hispanic White F/R Meals Special Ed ELL

Gr. 4 Gr. 5 Gr. 4 Gr. 5 Gr. 4 Gr. 5 Gr. 4 Gr. 5 Gr. 4 Gr. 5 Gr. 4 Gr. 5 Gr. 4 Gr. 5 Gr. 4 Gr. 5
Spring Fall Spring Fall Spring Fall Spring Fall Spring Fall Spring Fall Spring Fall Spring Fall

475 474 41 39 106 112 110 106 192 189 286 212 64 66 29 27

Number of Students Tested
Total Asian Black Hispanic White F/R Meals Special Ed ELL



NWEA Grade 5 Spring to Grade 6 Fall 
 

Gr. 5 Gr. 6 Gr. 5 Gr. 6 Gr. 5 Gr. 6 Gr. 5 Gr. 6 Gr. 5 Gr. 6 Gr. 5 Gr. 6 Gr. 5 Gr. 6 Gr. 5 Gr. 6
Spring Fall Spring Fall Spring Fall Spring Fall Spring Fall Spring Fall Spring Fall Spring Fall

427 369 32 25 103 88 116 105 153 131 271 186 68 59 13 13

Number of Students Tested
Total Asian Black Hispanic White F/R Meals Special Ed ELL

Gr. 5 Gr. 6 Gr. 5 Gr. 6 Gr. 5 Gr. 6 Gr. 5 Gr. 6 Gr. 5 Gr. 6 Gr. 5 Gr. 6 Gr. 5 Gr. 6 Gr. 5 Gr. 6
Spring Fall Spring Fall Spring Fall Spring Fall Spring Fall Spring Fall Spring Fall Spring Fall

429 377 32 26 102 89 119 109 153 133 272 189 68 62 12 13

Number of Students Tested
Total Asian Black Hispanic White F/R Meals Special Ed ELL



NWEA Grade 6 Spring to Grade 7 Fall 
 

Gr. 6 Gr. 7 Gr. 6 Gr. 7 Gr. 6 Gr. 7 Gr. 6 Gr. 7 Gr. 6 Gr. 7 Gr. 6 Gr. 7 Gr. 6 Gr. 7 Gr. 6 Gr. 7
Spring Fall Spring Fall Spring Fall Spring Fall Spring Fall Spring Fall Spring Fall Spring Fall

410 407 30 24 89 92 114 114 151 151 265 208 53 51 19 18

Number of Students Tested
Total Asian Black Hispanic White F/R Meals Special Ed ELL

Gr. 6 Gr. 7 Gr. 6 Gr. 7 Gr. 6 Gr. 7 Gr. 6 Gr. 7 Gr. 6 Gr. 7 Gr. 6 Gr. 7 Gr. 6 Gr. 7 Gr. 6 Gr. 7
Spring Fall Spring Fall Spring Fall Spring Fall Spring Fall Spring Fall Spring Fall Spring Fall

411 405 30 24 89 90 115 116 151 151 266 205 54 51 19 18

Number of Students Tested
Total Asian Black Hispanic White F/R Meals Special Ed ELL



NWEA Grade 7 Spring to Grade 8 Fall 
 

Gr. 7 Gr. 8 Gr. 7 Gr. 8 Gr. 7 Gr. 8 Gr. 7 Gr. 8 Gr. 7 Gr. 8 Gr. 7 Gr. 8 Gr. 7 Gr. 8 Gr. 7 Gr. 8
Spring Fall Spring Fall Spring Fall Spring Fall Spring Fall Spring Fall Spring Fall Spring Fall

344 372 29 28 69 83 84 88 149 159 213 175 47 51 23 19

Number of Students Tested
Total Asian Black Hispanic White F/R Meals Special Ed ELL

Gr. 7 Gr. 8 Gr. 7 Gr. 8 Gr. 7 Gr. 8 Gr. 7 Gr. 8 Gr. 7 Gr. 8 Gr. 7 Gr. 8 Gr. 7 Gr. 8 Gr. 7 Gr. 8
Spring Fall Spring Fall Spring Fall Spring Fall Spring Fall Spring Fall Spring Fall Spring Fall

337 376 30 30 66 85 81 88 149 158 206 180 45 57 22 21

Number of Students Tested
Total Asian Black Hispanic White F/R Meals Special Ed ELL



NWEA Grade 8 Spring to Grade 9 Fall 
 

Gr. 8 Gr. 9 Gr. 8 Gr. 9 Gr. 8 Gr. 9 Gr. 8 Gr. 9 Gr. 8 Gr. 9 Gr. 8 Gr. 9 Gr. 8 Gr. 9 Gr. 8 Gr. 9
Spring Fall Spring Fall Spring Fall Spring Fall Spring Fall Spring Fall Spring Fall Spring Fall

393 392 17 26 90 91 94 85 169 168 247 169 57 51 13 14

Number of Students Tested
Total Asian Black Hispanic White F/R Meals Special Ed ELL

Gr. 8 Gr. 9 Gr. 8 Gr. 9 Gr. 8 Gr. 9 Gr. 8 Gr. 9 Gr. 8 Gr. 9 Gr. 8 Gr. 9 Gr. 8 Gr. 9 Gr. 8 Gr. 9
Spring Fall Spring Fall Spring Fall Spring Fall Spring Fall Spring Fall Spring Fall Spring Fall

392 382 19 23 92 86 94 87 165 166 255 157 53 47 13 14

Number of Students Tested
Total Asian Black Hispanic White F/R Meals Special Ed ELL



NWEA Grade 9 Spring to Grade 10 Fall 
 

Gr. 9 Gr. 10 Gr. 9 Gr. 10 Gr. 9 Gr. 10 Gr. 9 Gr. 10 Gr. 9 Gr. 10 Gr. 9 Gr. 10 Gr. 9 Gr. 10 Gr. 9 Gr. 10
Spring Fall Spring Fall Spring Fall Spring Fall Spring Fall Spring Fall Spring Fall Spring Fall

336 318 23 16 68 66 95 78 137 147 197 131 35 29 16 14

Number of Students Tested
Total Asian Black Hispanic White F/R Meals Special Ed ELL

Gr. 9 Gr. 10 Gr. 9 Gr. 10 Gr. 9 Gr. 10 Gr. 9 Gr. 10 Gr. 9 Gr. 10 Gr. 9 Gr. 10 Gr. 9 Gr. 10 Gr. 9 Gr. 10
Spring Fall Spring Fall Spring Fall Spring Fall Spring Fall Spring Fall Spring Fall Spring Fall

338 303 24 18 68 59 87 76 147 140 196 126 35 32 15 12

Number of Students Tested
Total Asian Black Hispanic White F/R Meals Special Ed ELL



Themes 

 
 
 

 
Achievement Gap   
All grades/ethnicity bands/designations 

No large shifts in performance between          
assessment windows 
Grade 1 – Black 5 point RIT growth 
Grade 2 – Grade 3 dip  

Total number tested  
Grade 5 – Grade 6 decrease / dip 
 

 



Instructional 
Ladders 

  
(as defined by NWEA MAP) 

 
 
 

Below 
221 

221-230 

231-240 

240 + 
226 is the MEAN for 7th Grade Mathematics Fall  

 
This would typically make the 221-230 

 Range Rung 2 
 
 

Utilize Skills Pointer and DesCartes suite  
to make informed instructional decisions 

 



Questions  
and  

Discussion 
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Manchester Board of Education 

Personnel & Finance Committee Report 
November 20, 2013 

 
 
 

 
Attendees:  Mike Crockett, Neal Leon, Deb Hagenow, Pat Brooks 
 
Guests:  Matt Geary 
 
 
 
Mr. Geary reviewed the list of clubs that were either eliminated or reduced to one advisor 
at MHS due to the $40,000 budget cut in stipends.  Twenty (20) clubs and two hundred 
and seventy (270) students were affected by the cuts.  
 
Mrs. Brooks informed the Committee that the Town, Police Department and the School 
District have agreed to pilot a program with Redflex/Student Guardian.  The program is a 
deterrent for motorists illegally passing buses thereby, increasing student safety.  During 
the pilot program, school bus violation detection cameras will be installed on up to three 
(3) school buses for sixty (60) days.  Although no citations will be issued during the pilot 
program, it should determine if this type of equipment is necessary on the buses to 
safeguard children that are riding, loading and unloading buses.   
 
The Committee entered into Executive Session to discuss contract negotiations. 
 
The next meeting will be held on December 18, 2013, at 5:30 p.m., in the Board Room at 
Central Office. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
Patricia F. Brooks 
Assistant to the Superintendent 
Finance and Management 
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