
BOBCAT NEWS 

 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 

Grades K, 1 & 2 ......... 3 

Grades 3, 4 & 5 ......... 4 

Gym, Music & Art ....... 5 

School Nurse & Cafeteria
 .................................. 6 

Family Resource Center, 
Coaches & FRC......... 7 

Library Events ........... 8 

PTA News ................. 9 

Parent Advisory Group
 .................................. 10 

Kindergarten Registra-
tion ............................ 11 

Lunch Menu ............... 12 

PBIS Awards ............. 12 

Buckley  

E lementary  

School  

 

250 Vernon St. 

Manchester, CT 

860-647-3302 

 

Absentee Line 

860-647-3344 

 

www.mpspride.org 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

It looks like Spring is here.  Even though we had a “mild” winter, it is 
still nice that we can officially say Spring is here!  I want to thank 
everyone for attending our conferences a few weeks ago.  Because 
of your attendance, we had a tremendous turn out!  Thank you for 
your support and involvement.  With your support and commitment, 
our students are succeeding at a high level.  
 
As you know, the PTA held its Book Fair.  The Book Fair was held in 
the gymnasium and once again, it exceeded our expectations!  A 
sincere thank you to the PTA and its volunteers for their efforts!    
 
As Spring approaches, we begin to plan for the next school 
year.  One of our major tasks is the development of class 
lists.  Please understand that this is a carefully thought out pro-
cess, with the lists being created by the current year’s teacher 
along with supporting staff including our social worker, 
school  psychologist, our literacy and numeracy coach, accom-
panied by input and discussion with the principal and receiving 
teachers.  A great deal of time is spent considering many fac-
tors to make the right decision for each child.  Our ultimate goal 
is to provide your child with their best placement. 
  
Please know that it is our responsibility to help children learn to 
adjust to new situations, new classmates and different teaching 
styles.  This is part of the learning process that enables stu-
dents to experience success throughout their educational ca-
reers. With this in mind, please understand that we will develop 
the class lists and class placements.  Thank you. 
 
I would like to draw your attention your progress with our School Im-
provement Plan. Listed below is a brief overview of our progress 
with respect to our School Improvement Plan.  
 We continue to track the progress of our students who are in our 

intervention groups; 
 Our literacy and numeracy coaches work with our teachers both 

individually and in the classroom in order to strengthen Tier 1 
instruction; 

 We continue to strengthen our home school collaboration 
through holding our weekly parent meetings, identifying more 
students through our pep rallies and our Pillars of Character 
Board; 
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 Buckley staff has implemented best practices specific to instruction in a variety of areas 
including writer’s and reader’s workshop and math workshop model (small group in-
struction) as well as continuing our practice of Professional Learning Communities.  In 
our Professional Learning Community meetings, we discuss our teaching practice, ana-
lyze our curriculum and look at student progress. 

 We continue to implement curricular units aligned to the common core. 
 We are working with LitLife consultants, a leader in literacy instruction, in order to im-

prove our literacy instruction. 
 We continue to incorporate more technology into our classrooms.  Specifically, our fifth 

graders are 1:1 with their technology.  
 We are partnering with our Family resource Center (FRC) in order to connect school 

and home. 
 
In addition, please know that we are currently making adjustments and incorporating more 
best practices to this document.  We will incorporate this into our document and share this 
with staff at our August back to school meetings.    
    
We only have three more months until the end of the school year!  Our last three months 
will be very busy with many activities.  For your convenience, I have outlined a few of the 
April, May and June activities that we will be having here at Buckley. 
 
 April Calendar 
 
 April 11-15  School vacation 
 April 22  Variety Show  
 
 May Calendar 

 
May 9, 11, 12  Kindergarten registration 
May 24  Spring Concert @ 7:00 pm 
May 26  Field Day (May 31 Field Day rain date) 
May 27  Volunteer Appreciation Breakfast  
 
June Calendar 
June 10  Grade 5 promotion ceremony 
June 13  Last Day of School 
 

As you can see, the last few months are very busy here at Buckley School.  Please know 
that reminders of these events will be sent home. 
 
Finally, please take a look at my letter for kindergarten registration.  Please share this infor-
mation with anyone you know who is sending a child to kindergarten for the 2016-2017 
school year.  Thank you! 
 
I look forward to the next few months and if you have any questions or concerns, please do 
not hesitate to contact me. 

 
Fondly,   
Matthew Daly 
Principal 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL (continued) 
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KINDERGARTEN Ms. Adams, Mrs. Hoffman & Ms. Lavallee 

It’s hard to believe that it’s already April! March was a very busy month for us! We have been 
preparing for Spring time and learning about the changes in the seasons. We have been 
talking about the weather. Each day we discuss the weather and have been keeping track of 
it on a graph. In math we completed our unit on addition and subtraction and started our unit 
on teen numbers. We will continue with this unit in April. In Language Arts our focus has 
been on non-fiction books. We have been reading stories about spring and learning about 
living and non-living things. We have been working very hard on our writing and starting to 
identify sight words in different stories that we are reading. April will be another fun-filled 
month for us. We will be planting flowers and watching them grow. Keep practicing the kin-
dergarten sight words; this will help your child continue to grow as a reader and writer. Hap-
py Spring!  

FIRST GRADE  Ms. Seaha & Mrs. Bourcier 

March was a very busy month for our fabulous first graders!  We enjoyed seeing all of the 
parents at conferences.  It gave us a wonderful opportunity to discuss the growth and pro-
gress that your children have made during the second marking period.  The first graders en-
joyed reading and discussing all of the amazing books by Dr. Seuss during our celebration of 
“Read Across America.”  Thank you to all of the fabulous guest readers who took the time to 
come in and share a favorite book with our classes! 
 
During the month of April we will continue to work on building reading fluency and compre-
hension.  In math we will practice our problem solving strategies and begin to explore place 
value.  Please continue to practice your addition and subtraction facts at home.  Knowledge 
of these facts will help your child find success in many other areas of math!   
Many of the first graders have been working on writing and illustrating their own sto-
ries.   These stories will be getting published very soon.  Look for more information about 
purchasing copies of your child’s original work!  Thank you for all of your support throughout 
the year! 

SECOND GRADE  Mrs. Strickland, Ms. Marocchini & Miss Riley 

In April, the second grade students have been continuing their hard work and determination in 
challenging their thinking! Our students have “blown us away” with their abilities as the curric-
ulum progressively becomes more challenging.  
 
In reading, the students are finishing up their work with book series. They have developed 
ideas about characters with their book club partners. They have been amazed at what they 
can learn about a character across a book series. Using evidence from the text, students pick 
out character traits from a variety of books. Coming up, we will be starting a new unit! The fo-
cus of the unit will be on author’s message. We will be reading lots of books of fairytales, fa-
bles, and folktales. This is a great unit to end the year with!  
 
In math, we are in the middle of our unit working with three-digit numbers. With a focus on 
place value, students have been representing numbers with words and pictures. Using a vari-
ety of different math centers, we can practice comparing and ordering numbers. Students also 
show their math thinking multiple ways when adding and subtracting three-digit numbers. 
Your child continues to make strides improving their math fact fluency using FastMath.  
 
In writing, the students have just begun a unit on opinion writing. We are focusing on develop-
ing opinions about books we are reading. We have shown them many ways to develop their 
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 THIRD GRADE  Mr. Sweetland & Ms. Brown 

FOURTH GRADE  Mrs. Godbout & Ms. Rivers 

FIFTH GRADE  Mrs. Adinolfi, Ms. Brahm & Mrs. Jodoin 

We will be writing our opinions in our Lucy Calkins unit on Persuasive Writing.  We will soon 
begin the fifth unit of Reading which is all about Manchester.  If anyone has a relative who 
grew up in Manchester in the 1920's to the 1960's before Urban Renewal, and who would 
like to talk to the third grade about what Manchester was like during that time, please contact 
Ms. Brown or Mr. Sweetland.  The third grade will be doing a walking tour around some of 
the historical sites in Manchester on May 3, and chaperones are very welcome!!! 

In Math we will be continuing our fraction unit.  We will be looking at fractions on the number 
line, improper fractions, and equivalent fractions.   

After a long stretch of working with nonfiction, fourth grade students are excited to be work-
ing with fiction this month. The children are reading historical fiction books in a “book club”. 
Over the course of the unit the children will synthesize evolving settings with plot lines and 
subplots. They will also learn that historical stories unfold along two timelines: one timeline 
for historical events and another timeline for the protagonist's life. In math we continue to 
work with fractions and will introduce decimals. Once this work is done all we have left is 
measurement and then geometry. While we continue to move through various math topics 
our work with computation and problem solving is never done. After vacation you will be get-
ting the details for two upcoming field trips.  
 
Our trip to the Audubon Center in Glastonbury will be on May 16 and our trip to UCONN is 
TBD. Best wishes for a warm sunny April vacation! 

Our big focus of this third semester will be the American Revolution. This theme will be 
threaded through all subject areas, with the reading of novels, watching of films, and with 
traveling back in time to Sturbridge Village on May 3, a living history museum. 
 
With the time change and more opportunity to play outside, and with all the busy sports 
schedules of spring, the temptation is to slack off or rush through the homework. Please try 
to encourage your child to be diligent with their responsibilities. Homework planners always 
have the information parents need to know what is happening in school, and checking in 
every once in a while is a good idea. 
 
Remember, we are all still working on Independent Reading.  Students should be pacing 
themselves to read 20-30 minutes every day. If your child has “nothing to do”, please hand 
him/her a favorite book.  As Dr. Seuss said, “The more you read, the more you know.  The 
more you know, the smarter you grow. The smarter you grow, the stronger your voice, when 
speaking your mind or making your choice.” Read, read, read. 

own opinions using at least 3 supporting reasons, and they love to share those with their 
classmates. All second graders have an opinion about something!  
 
The end of the year is fast approaching but we still have a lot of fun learning planned! Out-
side of the classroom, we have an all school assembly with a special music guest the kids 
are sure to love. We hope you enjoy your April vacation, and thank you again for all the con-
tinued supports. 

SECOND GRADE  (continued) 
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ART  Mrs. Maloney 

GYM  Mr. Kolze & Ms. Falkowski 

MUSIC  Mrs. Leonard 

Save the date! Field Day has been scheduled for May 26 with a rain date of May 31st. More 
information as to the times will be sent home with your children during April. 
 
PE classes are going to be focusing on Cooperative Activities, Team Building skills, commu-
nication skills, problem solving skills and sportsmanship during the month of April. 

It’s beginning to feel like spring in the Art room! Kindergarten students finished their Very 
Hungry Caterpillars just in time for the celebration of the Very Hungry Caterpillar day on 
March 20th! We reviewed primary colors and experimented mixing them together. We paint-
ed six circles to make the body of our colorful caterpillars to celebrate the beginning of the 
spring season! In 1st grade, we have been creating a special “chicken” like we read about in 
the story “An Extraordinary Egg”.  We practice a lot of cutting and gluing skills while learning 
about patterns. Second graders have been creating their daffodil sculpture made from paper 
and learning about paper techniques to turn two-dimensional paper into three-dimensional 
sculpture. We also created our clay turtles. In third grade, we have started working on our 
insects in the garden. We draw our bugs carefully and then create close-up organic shapes 
around them that resemble shapes in a garden. We color our positive space and paint the 
negative space around them. Fourth graders just finished creating our figure in action collag-
es. While they learned about the Charleston dance in Music and Physical Education, stu-
dents created artwork in which we tried to create a feeling of rhythm and motion with our 
moving figures, bright colors and repetitive patterns. Fifth grade learned about “Perspective” 
as they tried to turn squares into cubes. Our study of “Perspective” will help us to draw our 
lighthouses in which we are trying to create the feeling of a three-dimensional form on a flat 
surface. 

Greetings from the music room! 
We are starting to get into our Concert season - we have three exciting Town-wide concerts 
coming up! Town-wide concerts put students from all different schools across the district to-
gether in one fantastic performance at Manchester High School. Our students have been 
working very hard before school to be ready for this shows. 
Orchestra - Tuesday, April 5th at 7:00 pm at MHS - Our 5th grade orchestra members will 
join the other elementary schools in a large group. The concert will also feature other orches-
tral groups from Bennet, Illing, and the High School. 
Band - Wednesday, April 6th at 7:00 pm at MHS - Our 5th grade band members will join 
the other elementary schools in a large group. The concert will also feature other band 
groups from Bennet, Illing, and the High School. 
Chorus - Thursday, April 7th at 7:00 pm at MHS - 12 members of our 5th grade choir will 
join other elementary schools in a large group. The concert will also feature other choral 
groups from Bennet, Illing, and the High School. 
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SCHOOL NURSE Mrs. Shirley 

Happy Springtime!  With all the beauty this season brings, it also tends to wreak havoc with 
allergy sufferers. If you house a child with said allergies, you know the discomfort and extra 
"fluids" it brings. I can provide tissues, purified water eye drops and drinking water for your 
child but I would encourage doing what works best for him/her before coming to school each 
day.  If your child uses an inhaler at home and would like them to have access to it at school, 
please contact me.  
 
On the horizon, all fifth grade parent/guardians will be receiving a letter and blue health 
physical form in the mail to notify of the state mandatory requirements for entrance into 7th 
grade. We get an early start in this to ensure plenty of time to get it done. Although it's for 7th 
grade, please return it to me if your child has or has had a physical between Jan. 1st 2016 
and the end of this school year.  

FAMILY RESOURCE CENTER  Mr. Webster 

The FRC is currently partnering with parents and community members to host a cultural 
night. This will be taking place on May 16th from approx. 6:30-8pm. If you are interested in 
creating a display or performing please contact Mr. Webster. Also please continue to send in 
your bottles to help support the 5th grade student ambassadors goal of hosting a carnival to 
raise money for MACC Charities. The funds from the bottles will go towards purchasing priz-
es for the carnival games.   

CAFETERIA  Dale Schuetz, Cafeteria Manager 

Hi from the Cafeteria! 
 
It’s hard to believe that Spring has sprung, the robins are returning, and flowers are bloom-
ing, (and I have seen both in my yard), have you? That means we don’t have too much time 
left to the end of the school year. 
 
From now until the end of the school year things seem to get a lot busier. With all that’s going 
on, whether it is sports, or any other activity, I hope all our students remember to eat healthy 
meals & snacks, and drink plenty of water and/or juice. It’s great to see our smiling, healthy 
students as compared to someone not feeling well, or maybe tired. I’ve noticed many of you 
are eating the vegetable with the meal of the day, and many are asking about the fresh fruit. 
YEAH!! I think that’s GREAT.       
       
As always, if you have any questions or concerns feel free to stop by or call us at 647-3306. 
We are available from 8:00 am – 10:30 am, or after we serve lunch, from 1:45 pm – 2:15 pm. 
You can also call the Office of Food and Nutrition at 647-3462. The office is open from 8 am 
– 4:00 pm every school day. A great way to check your child’s account is to log onto 
www.ezschoolpay.com.  
 
And remember if you want to stop by the kitchen you need to go to the school office to get a 
visitors pass. We are all working to keep everyone safe and healthy. 



CAFETERIA 

MEDIA CENTER 

February has gone by so quickly!  With all the snow and cold weather, we are happy to wel-
come spring this month.  We enjoyed presenting our colonial projects and we want to thank 
all the parents for their help and support through this process.  The projects were wonderful 
and the oral reports evidenced a great deal of knowledge gained. 

During this month, your student will take the science portion of the Connecticut Mastery 
Test.  We will also be taking the SBAC assessments in reading, language arts, and 
math.  We ask for your cooperation in making sure your child has had a good night’s sleep 
and a good breakfast to ensure optimum testing performance. 

In social studies, we will be studying the events leading up to the Revolutionary War and 
how the thirteen colonies became the United States of America.  During this unit, we will be 
incorporating pieces of literature, poetry, and films to help bring this period to life. 

We are looking forward to seeing all the fifth grade parents at conference time.  Manchester 
is stressing the importance of independent reading at home, and we echo that as 
well!  Please ensure your child is reading at home, either with you or independently, so they 
can continue to strengthen their reading comprehension skills.  
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Thank you to everyone who joined us in celebrating Read Across America Day last month.  
Welcoming guest readers into our school is a great way to instill a love of reading in our stu-
dents.   
 
Research shows that the more children read, the better readers they become.  Researchers 
have consistently found a strong relationship between the volume of students’ reading and 
their reading achievement.  According to several widely cited research studies: 
 

 The best predictor of reading achievement is the amount of time children spend 
reading  books on their own. 

 There are few other ideas as widely accepted as that reading is learned through 
reading.   

 The amount of time students spend in independent reading is the best predictor 
of the amount of gain in reading achievement in students. 

 
Encouraging students to read is the most important thing we can do as parents and as edu-
cators.  Thank you for helping to instill a love of reading and for supporting reading at home! 

COACHES’ CORNER  Mrs. Miner & Mrs. O’Malley 

Spring is here and the PTA’s spring book fair is complete. Many thanks to the PTA, and all 
the volunteers who made it happen. As always the book fair was a great success with many 
new books being added to both classroom collections and the Buckley Library. 
 
“The first of April is the day we remember what we are the other 364 days of the year.” -Mark 
Twain. So don’t forget to enjoy one of the most lighthearted days of the year Monday, April 
1st . When I think of April Fools’ Day my mind just naturally goes to limericks, such as: 
 

The sun’s showing off all its powers 
For the first time in months, I see flowers! 
It’s the time when we know 
That we will not see snow-- 
At least for a couple more hours 
 

Which fits perfectly - because April is National Poetry Month. During this month we will be 
exploring the different formats poetry can take - from the rhyming stories in a picture book to 
novels written entirely in poems. 
 
Students in grades 4 and 5 will also be voting for their favorite Nutmeg from the 10 nominat-
ed books. Stay tuned next month for the winning title. 

MEDIA CENTER 
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 MANCHESTER LIBRARY HAPPENINGS 

Spring Storytime Session – The four-week session begins on April 18th with programs for chil-
dren from birth through 3rd grade. Storytimes are offered for infants, one-year olds, two-year 
olds, three-to-five year olds and elementary age children. Sign-up begins April 11th for Man-
chester residents and April 13th for non-residents. Please see a storytime brochure or ask a 
librarian for more details. Locations: Mary Cheney Library, 586 Main St, Manchester, CT, 860-
645-0577; Whiton Library, 100 North Main St, Manchester, CT, 860-643-6892 
 
Build-It Book Club – Tuesday, April 12th, 6:30pm, at Whiton. Sign up for the next meeting of 
Manchester Public Library’s parent-child book club for 2nd – 4th graders. We will discuss the 
book Diary of a Friendly Minecraft Creeper and each child will build a LEGO® set to take 
home. Registration is required and both parent and child must read the book to partici-
pate. No siblings please. Call 860-643-6892 for more information. Location: Whiton Branch 
Library, 100 North Main St, Manchester, CT 
 
ScratchJr.  – Wednesday, April 13th, 10:30am at Cheney. In this educational and entertaining 
iPad program, 5 – 8 year old children will be able to create a short movie or game using 
ScratchJr. Space is limited and registration is required. Registration begins April 
1st. Location: Mary Cheney Library, 586 Main St, Manchester, CT 
 
Brick Bonanza – Thursday, April 14th, 10am-12pm at Cheney. See what cool creations you 
can make with LEGO® bricks. The LEGO® Company is not affiliated with this pro-
gram. Call 860-645-0577 for more information. Location: Mary Cheney Library, 586 Main St, 
Manchester, CT 

 Teddy Bear Sleepover Storytime – Thursday, April 14th, 6:30pm at Cheney. This is a short 
storytime for children and their teddy bears or other stuffed friends cosponsored by Manches-
ter Public Library and Manchester School Readiness Council. Stuffed friends will stay at the 
library overnight and we will take photos to show the children what their friends were up to! 
Stuffed friends should be picked up on Friday; please remember the library closes 
at 5pm Fridays. Registration is required and begins April 1st. Call 860-645-0577 for more 
information. Location: Mary Cheney Library, 586 Main St, Manchester, CT 
  
Musical Storytime – Friday, April 15th, 2pm at Cheney. The Mary Cheney Library will have lo-
cal harpist Debbie Vinick for a program combining beautiful harp music, a cute story featuring 
a mouse and some sing along fun. Find out what a mouse and a harp have in common. This 
free program is for children ages 3 and up and requires registration. Registration begins 
April 1st. Call 860-645-0577 for more information. Location: Mary Cheney Library, 586 Main 
St, Manchester, CT 
  
Tails of Joy Presents R.E.A.D. to the Dogs – Saturday, April 16th from 1-3pm at Cheney. Be-
ginning readers through middle school students may sign up to read to a Reading Education 
Assistance Dog (R.E.A.D.) from Tails of Joy. Registration is required and begins March 
28th. Please call or visit the children’s department to reserve your timeslot. Call 860-645-
0577 for more information. Location: Mary Cheney Library, 586 Main St, Manchester, CT 
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MEDIA CENTER 
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and a good breakfast to ensure optimum testing performance. 

In social studies, we will be studying the events leading up to the Revolutionary War and 
how the thirteen colonies became the United States of America.  During this unit, we will be 
incorporating pieces of literature, poetry, and films to help bring this period to life. 

We are looking forward to seeing all the fifth grade parents at conference time.  Manchester 
is stressing the importance of independent reading at home, and we echo that as 
well!  Please ensure your child is reading at home, either with you or independently, so they 
can continue to strengthen their reading comprehension skills.  
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Buckley - Parent and Community Committee (B-

PACC). 

The purpose of the B-PACC is to be a formal voice of the parent community as well 

as the broader community for Buckley Elementary School. A key goal of the group is 

to promote productive dialogue among parents, staff, administration, and the com-

munity. The group serves as advocates for student needs and parents’ voice. The 

group assists school staff and leadership in establishing priorities to inform school 

policy and initiatives. The group comprises parents, teachers, and administration 

from Buckley.  

Please know that our meeting agenda’s and minutes are posted on our website each 

month.   
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March 16, 2016 

Dear Parent/Guardian of Incoming (2016-2017) Kindergarten Students, 

As you know, we are now well into the process of gathering information on next year’s kin-

dergarten students.  At this time, I am asking that if you know of any children who do not 

currently have siblings at Buckley School and are entering Kindergarten for the 2016

-2017 school year at Buckley, please provide us with their name and contact number 

so that we can follow up with them. 

As we have done in the past, we are having classroom visits for the incoming students in 

May.  Listed below are the dates and times for this visit.  Please contact Buckley School at 

860-647-3302 to schedule a date and time for the visit.  During this time, parents/guardians 

will stay during the visit as I will be providing additional information specific to Buckley 

School and answer any questions that you may have. At this time, you will also be able to 

register on-line.  Please note that your child will be visiting with our kindergarten teachers 

and will be engaged in a variety of activities.  Thank you. 

May 9 
9:30-10:45 
11:00-12:15 
1:00-2:30 
 
May 11 
9:30-10:45 
11:00-12:15 
1:00-2:30 
 
May 12 
9:30-10:45 
11:00-12:15 
1:00-2:30 
 
As always, do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions or need assistance in 

regards to your child entering Buckley School.  We look forward to meeting you and your 

child. 

Sincerely,  Matthew Daly, Principal   
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